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In 1633 Rembrandt painted one of his masterpieces called ‘the Storm on the Sea of 

Galilee’.  My wife Sally just fell in love with this painting so we have a copy of it in our 

dining room at home.  The more I look at this painting, the more I notice in it. It portrays 

a boat with Jesus and the 12 Apostles.  They are in a severe storm and the boat is 

being sept up by a huge wave. 

The Apostles each respond differently to their situation.  A couple are trying frantically 

to reattach the torn sail, trying to fix everything themselves.  Some others are just 

holding on for dear life with looks of absolute panic on their faces.  One is just sitting 

there downcast, as though he has given up all hope.  One is leaning over the side, 

about to be sick.  One sits by Jesus, but his attention is on the storm, not Jesus.  And 

the Apostle at the rudder is facing Jesus, but he looks to be so full of doubt.  And 

finally, three Apostles sit focused on Jesus, completely unconcerned about the storm.   

It’s interesting that Rembrandt painted his own face on one of the Apostles and he is 

looking right at you as you look at the painting as if to say, “Which of the Apostles are 

you?  Where are you at in your faith?” 

I think that with all that is going on in the world and in our country, we can say that we 

are in that storm right now, and maybe at one time or another we’ve experienced the 

reaction of each of the Apostles in Rembrandt’s painting ourselves or at least know 

someone who has.  Maybe we are wondering right now which of the Apostles we might 

resemble.  I find myself doing that often. 

For some reason this painting seems to connect with today’s Gospel for me.  The wise 

and the learned are those who are trying to fix everything, or are too used to relying on 

themselves to put their trust in Jesus and so they are doing their best to just hang on, 

but the little ones are those sitting at Jesus’ feet, trusting totally in our Lord. 

Father Erasmo Leiva-Merikakis, a Cistercian monk who has written extensively on 

Matthew’s Gospel, calls the last part of today’s reading the ‘Pearl’ of Matthew’s Gospel, 

here Jesus gives us a glimpse of what our Heavenly Father is like.  Maybe that makes 

us like the little ones that Jesus refers to. 

This invitation to come to Jesus and rest in him is so comforting, so attractive, but 

Jesus has a way of turning things around on us.  He says the last will be first and the 

first will be last, that the least among us will be the greatest, so in a culture that values 

independence and self-sufficiency, Jesus calls us to be meek and humble of heart, and 

most importantly, to trust in him totally, and he will reveal the Father to us.  His yoke is 

indeed easy and his burden is light. 


