
Today I am starting with some questions for you to think about and 

ponder. 

What talents do you have that you feel are special for you? 

Do you use these talents in your employment? 

Do you use these talents in your free time? 

Do you use these talents in your family? 

 

Today’s readings highlight the benefits of having faith in God. The 

readings also reveal the risks and requirements that come with 

discipleship. 

Let me illustrate how a peace maker faces a bully. 

In a Peanuts cartoon Lucy demanded that Linus change TV channels, 
threatening him with her fist if he didn’t. “What makes you think you 

can walk right in here and take over?” asks Linus.  

“These five fingers,” says Lucy. “Individually they’re nothing but when 
I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon 

that is terrible to behold.”  
“Which channel do you want?” asks Linus. Turning away, he looks at 

his fingers and says, “Why can’t you guys get organized like that?” 

 

Unity is strength. That is the main thought on our minds as we come 
together today to give God thanks.  
 
We Christians can stand ready to offer that cup of cold water even 
when we cannot know if the person we are extending the cup to is 
really in need. 
  
The reward 



            In her book Preaching the Gospel of Mark, Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm 
tells a true and remarkable story, though, for understandable reasons, 
she does not provide the exact particulars. During World War II, a 
German soldier who was part of the invading army fell sick with 
typhoid fever along the Russian front. He was nursed back to health 
by a Russian Mennonite woman who worked at the hospital. Despite 
the great risk involved, she somehow obtained the appropriate papers 
so he could go back to Germany rather than back to the front. 
            After the war, the soldier emigrated to the United States, 
worked hard and made a fortune. When it came time to consider what 
to do with his wealth, and with no way to find the Russian Mennonite 
woman who had helped him, he found a Mennonite congregation in 
his local phone directory, walked into the pastor’s office and asked, 
“What would your congregation do if you had access to two million 
dollars?” 
            The congregation considered the gift and decided to create a 
Service and Education Fund that supported disaster relief projects, 
Habitat for Humanity, volunteer overseas service and grants for those 
attending a Christian college who are ready to give a year of volunteer 
service.5 
            Offering a cup of cold water led to a bountiful reward that was 
paid forward. Surely that Russian Mennonite woman did not lose her 
reward. 
            Let us resolve that we shall not either. The rewards of accepting 
the Gospel are awesome. But the demands are hefty. Awesome and Joy 
are too of my favorite words. My Aunt Dorothy always said, “Do it 
with love and joy in your heart.”   
 
When we devote ourselves to God the sacrifice will be for the sake of 
others. 
Let us continue to encourage each other to love our neighbor. 
 


