
HAPPY NEW YEAR!   
Advent ushers in a new liturgical year.   
The very word “Advent” means “coming.”  
The first Sunday of Advent reminds us of 
Jesus’ Second Coming some day and bids  
us to be ready for our heavenly home.   
The other Advent Sundays help us reflect 
on how God prepared his people for his 
First Coming in Bethlehem. 
 
The season of Advent gives us pause to  
reflect on how we allow Jesus to come  
into our lives as well.  I offer some  
suggestions…. 
 

LET JESUS “COME” INTO YOUR  
FAMILY AT MASS.   

The best way, of course, is celebrating   
Sunday Mass as a family.  There is no better 
way to strengthen our faith than to first of 
all give thanks through the Eucharist.     
Children learn faith by imitating what they 
encounter from their parents.  When chil-
dren know that Sunday Eucharist is a top 
priority in their family, and they witness 
their family fully participating, they will 
make it top priority in their own lives, too. 
 

LET JESUS “COME” INTO YOUR  
FAMILY AT HOME.   

Many families enjoy using the Advent 
wreath as a focus of prayer in their home.  
Use the wreath when you pray before 
meals or during a special time when your 
family gathers.  The scripture and prayers 
are pregnant with words and phrases to 
help us ponder the wonders of the gift of 
Jesus.  You will find these prayers, and all 
sorts of other devotions, in the special 
booklet in the gathering space. 

LET JESUS “COME” INTO YOUR  
PERSONAL LIFE.   

Spending time with Jesus in prayer is      
indispensible to keep growing in your     
personal relationship with our Lord.  It’s 
always good to use one of the daily Mass 
readings in prayer.  It connects you with 
thousands of others who are celebrating 
daily Eucharist.  Read a passage slowly.  Sit 
with it for a while.  Read it again.  Discover 
the word or phrase that jumps off the page.  
This is Jesus’ personal message to you.  Ask 
for his guidance to help you meditate on 
what he is sharing with you.  And then ask 
his guidance on how to live out its meaning.    
It may even include Jesus inviting you to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
to renew your personal relationship 
through this  sacred celebration of rebirth. 
 

LET JESUS “COME” TO OTHERS 
THROUGH YOU!   

For many Catholics Christmas is a time for 
them to reconnect with the life of the    
parish through the Eucharist.  If you know 
of someone who has been away from the 
church for a while, this season of Advent 
could be an opportunity for you to reach 
out to them and invite them to celebrate 
Mass with you.  All they may need to return 
to the church is a simple warm invitation 
from you. 
 

The season of Advent is a time for hope, 
peace, joy and new beginnings.  May the 
Lord bless all of us as we journey with Jesus 
through this sacred time and continue to 
invite Jesus to “come” into our daily lives. 
 
Peace! 
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Christ-centered Catholic  Com-

munity where our personal 
call to     holiness, service and 
spiritual growth leads to con-
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God of power and mercy, open our hearts 
in welcome.  Remove the things that hinder 
us from receiving Christ with joy, so that 
we may share his wisdom and become one 
with him when he comes in glory, for he 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 
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Annual Harvest Festival 

 

The Harvest Festival Committee would like to thank everyone 
who contributed in some way to the 2012 Festival.  Whether you          
volunteered your time and/or your talents, it all helped to make  
the Festival  a huge success.  We served close to 500 adults on 
that beautiful day. Over $9,000.00 was raised from the meals          
and raffles which will help reduce the church’s loan from finishing 
the lower level of the parish hall.  St. Mary’s Helping Hands thanks 
everyone for their donations to the Country Store and Bidding 
Barn  Because of your generosity, the Country Store raised 
$1453.55 and the Bidding Barn raised $5254.00.       

Harvest Festival Committee:  Judy Meier, Fred  & 
Pat Zimmerman, Lori McKinnie, Janet Lowenberg, 
Terry Rasmussesn, Marianne   Harney, Joyce Barta, 
Tina Gossman and Mark Roskopf.  
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Jon Leonetti Parish Mission 
As  part of his parish mission at St. Mary, Jon Leonetti spoke 
to a group of 100+  parish teens and their parents on how to 

live a life of purity and chastity as 
well as God’s plan for our relation-
ships.  “Did you ever notice when 
you say the word ‘sex’ everyone 
gets a little freaked out?,“ Leonetti 
asked. “We think it is something 
we should feel awkward about and 
talk about in hushed voices.  That 
was never what God intended,” he 
said.  Leonetti then explained how 
throughout the Scriptures and 
more recently in Blessed John Paul 

II’s “Theology of the Body” we can see how God sees our 
sexuality as something that is good and to be celebrated 
within the context of a lifelong commitment in the Sacrament 
of Marriage.  “God gives us this great gift including taking 
part in creating a new life and too often we throw it away for 
an illusion of what we think will bring us happiness.” 

Leonetti shared how this teaching helped lead him to his 
wife.  “When we first met, she knew my faith was important 
to me but she didn’t have a good opinion of the Catholic 
Church.“  He gave her a copy of Christopher West’s book 
“Good News About Sex and Marriage” to read and asked her 
to call if she was still interested.  “Two days later my phone 
rang and I’ll never forget her words when I asked about the 
book, she said, ‘Jon, it just makes sense.’  That’s the beauty of 
the Church’s teaching on sexuality and our bodies.  It just 
makes sense.”  Leonetti urged all parents to pick up a copy of 
“Good News About Sex and Marriage” by Christopher West 
and urging all the young  people to read “Romance without 
Regret” by  Jason Evert. 

“We make choices each day that dictate where our lives will 
lead. And like it or not, things we think, say and do with our 
friends, girlfriends and boyfriends are a part of those 
choices. It’s time we dump the “hook-up” culture and the 
nagging desire for popularity and make choices in our 
relationships that exemplify authentic freedom, love and 
friendship over the cheap imitations on display today.” 

Baptisms:  We welcome with great Joy!                                                                                                               
Madalyn Rose Carey  August 12, 2012 Shawn & Lindsey Carey 
Grant John Gleason  August 19, 2012 John & Amanda Gleason  
Sophia Arlene Pentecost August 26, 2012 Michael & Kylie Pentecost 
Bryce Daniel Taylor  August 26, 2012 Joseph & Rebecca Taylor  
Kinsley Elizabeth Gore  September 23, 2012 Patrick & Corrine Gore 
Jack Robert Larson  October 13, 2012 Keith & Ashleigh Larson 
Ava Grace Vespa  October 14, 2012 Tony and Shelby Vespa 
Jacob Hayes Ressler  November 17, 2012 Chris & Courtney Ressler 
 

New Parishioners:  We welcome you into our family! 
Edwin & Connie Goldsmith  Travis & Erin Schmelzer   Clara Schoderbek   
Brad & Alyssa Schramm   Jesse & Megan Hammes  Natalle Heineman 
Adam & Brittni Davison   Kevin Hayes    Donald & Kerry Meiers                 
Ryan & Stephanie Heiar   Emily Burich    Joseph & Amie Stewart 
Mashall Godwin   Steven & Deann Zmolek   Colleen Schrier                
Christopher Robertson   Kelly Wood 
 

Deaths: We pray for and remember: 
Patrick Buckley  William Bartlett  Donald Dean Lenz Claire “Lefty” Doyle 

Our Parish Family 

Annual Pet Blessing on Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi 



 

What is the Year of Faith? Pope Benedict XVI has set aside a special year for Catholics throughout the world to   
rediscover, and share with others, the precious gift of Faith entrusted to the Church and the personal gift of faith  
that we have each received from God the Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit. 

When is the Year of Faith? 
The Catholic Church will observe the Year of Faith between 11 October 2012 and 24 November 2013. 

Why these dates for the Year of Faith? The 11th of October is the 5oth anniversary of the opening of the Second  
Vatican in 1962. October 11 is also the 20th anniversary of the publication of the universal Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. The Year of Faith will close on 24 November 2013, the Solemn Feast of Christ the King throughout the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year of Faith announced by Pope Benedict XVI 

Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic letter announcing the year of faith is titled Porta 
Fidei (Door of Faith)  This theme is taken from St. Luke’s writing in the Acts of 
the Apostles:   “...They called the church together and reported what God had 
done with them and how he had opened the door of faith…”  Acts 14:27 
 

Pope Benedict begins his letter: “The “door of faith” is always open for us, ushering us  
into the life of communion with God and offering entry into his Church. It is possible to 
cross that threshold when the word of God is proclaimed and the heart allows itself to be 
shaped by transforming grace. To enter through that door is to set out on a journey that 
lasts a lifetime. It begins with baptism (cf. Rom 6:4), through which we can address God 
as Father, and it ends with the passage through death to eternal life.” 

The early church was often    
referred to as the  ship of Pe-
ter, always on a journey 
through the seas of life and 
with a destination. The cross is 
the sign of our faith and of 

We are called to grow deeper in our understanding of the 
faith to which we profess our belief in. And to make our 
beliefs evident by how we live and share it with others. In 
essence—we are reminded that Christ calls us to:  

Know our faith  
Live our faith  
Share our faith  
 

WAY CATHOLICS CAN LIVE YEAR OF FAITH 
Participate in Mass. 
The Year of Faith is meant to promote a personal encounter 
with Jesus. This occurs most immediately in the Eucharist, 
where God’s grace can transform our hearts to become more Christ 

like.  

Go to confession. 
. Confession urges people to turn back to God, express sor-
row for falling short and open their lives to the power of 
God’s healing grace. It forgives the injuries of the past and 
provides strength for the future. 

Learn about the lives of the saints.  
The saints are timeless examples of how to live a Christian 
life,  they provide endless hope. They exemplify ways a per-
son can serve God: through teaching, charity, and simply 
striving to please God in the ordinary actions and decisions of 
daily life. 

Read the Bible daily. 
Scripture offers firsthand access to the word of God and tells 
the story of human salvation. Catholics — through lectio di-

Study the Catechism. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church covers the beliefs, moral 
teachings, prayer and sacraments of the Catholic Church in 
one volume. It’s a resource for growing in understanding of 
the faith. Another helpful resource is the U.S. Catholic Cate-
chism for Adults. 

Volunteer in the parish. 
The Year of Faith can’t only be about study and reflection. The 
solid grounding of the Scriptures and the Catechism must 
translate into action. The parish is a great place to start, and 
each person’s gifts help build up the community.  

Help those in need. 
The Church urges Catholics to donate to charity and volunteer 
to help the poor. This means to personally encounter Christ in 
the poor, marginalized and vulnerable.  

Invite a friend to Mass. 
The Year of Faith may be global in its scope, focusing on a re-
newal of faith and evangelization for the whole Church, but 
real change occurs at the local level. A personal invitation can 
make all the difference to someone who has drifted from the 
faith or feels alienated from the Church. Everyone knows peo-
ple like this, so everyone can extend a loving welcome. 

Incorporate the Beatitudes into daily life.  
The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12) provide a rich blueprint for 
Christian living. Their wisdom can help all to be more humble, 
patient, just, transparent, loving, forgiving and free.  
 
These guidelines are nothing more than our primary obliga-
tions as believing Catholics, but let us embrace them anew. 
 

Bishop Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, chairman of USCCB 
Committee on Evangelization and Catechesis 
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Pick up a copy of this Advent’s                

the WORD among us                       

in the Church Gathering Space.   

“During this season of Advent,                
I want to urge all of us to come to 
Jesus.  The more we see how much 
Jesus gave up to come to us, the 
more we will be moved to come to 
him and receive his love. 

 

But how specifically to come to  
Jesus?  By making time every day  
for prayer.  Begin by finding a quiet 
place where you can retreat from the 
world and all of its distractions.  
Quiet your heart and ask Jesus to 
bless you and your family.  Ask him 
to fill you with his presence, his 
grace, and his love.  Believe that he 
longs for a living, dynamic relation-
ship with you, one that is centered on 
presence and relationship, not rules 
and regulations. 

When we find God’s presence and his 
love this way, our faith takes on    
exciting, new dimensions.  We find 
ourselves putting much more hope in 
the Lord, and our lives reflect this 
change.  We find ourselves kinder 
and more patient.  We say things 
that are more loving and uplifting.  
We are happier and more peaceful.   

 

Even more amazing, people who are 
filled with God’s presence end up 
giving that presence away to every-
one else.  This Advent issue was writ-
ten to help you come into God’s pres-
ence.  I hope that, in some small way, 
it helps you find his presence.”     

Reprinted with permission of The Word 
Among Us, 7115 Guilford Dr #100,  

Frederick, MD 21704 December 2012, 
www.wau.org , 1-800-775-9673 

Advent  Our Journey to Jesus 

 

Make a              
commitment 
to spend 5-10 
minutes in 
prayer each 
day during 
Advent—           
using the 
daily scrip-
ture  readings 
and medita-
tions  in the 
Advent 
WORD 

Stay Awake 
Be Ready 

Make Straight 
Repent 

The Lord is Near 
Rejoice 
Promise 

Hope 
Prepare 
Watch 

Be Faithful 
He will save his people 

You will name him Jesus 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing  for hope, many despair. 

Make us your own, your holy people 

Your word alone, have power to save us, 

Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light!   Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness.   

Christ, be our light! 

Sine in your church, gathered today. 

-Bernadette Farrell 

Year of Faith Prayer 
O good and gracious God, we come before You as we       

celebrate the Year of Faith in the Diocese of Davenport  
    and with the universal Church.  
By faith, the disciples of Jesus formed the first community, 

celebrated Eucharist and met the needs of God’s people.  
By faith, the martyrs gave their lives bearing witness to the 

truth of the Gospel.  
By faith, countless Christians have promoted justice so as to 

put into action the Word of the Lord. 
By faith, we, too, live knowing that You are present in our 

lives and walking with us today. 

 
 

Send your Spirit to deepen our faith and  
proclaim  it with joy in our hearts to our families,  
neighbors, friends and the whole world. 
 
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 

Official prayer of the  Diocese of Davenport 

http://www.wau.org/
tel:1-800-775-9673


Be Ready 

Father in heaven, our hearts  desire the warmth 
of your love and our minds are searching for the 
light of your Word.  Increase our longing for 
Christ our Savior and give us the strength to 
grow in love that the dawn of his coming may 
find us  rejoicing in his presence and welcoming 
the light of his truth. 

Love the things of heaven and hold fast to what endures. 

1st Sunday of Advent, December 2 
Luke 21:25-28,34-36 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on earth nations will be in dismay, 
perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
People will die of fright in anticipation                                  
of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 
But when these signs begin to happen, 
stand erect and raise your heads 
because your redemption is at hand. 
"Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy 
from carousing and drunkenness 
and the anxieties of daily life, 
and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. 
For that day will assault everyone 
who lives on the face of the earth. 
Be vigilant at all times 
and pray that you have the strength 
to escape the tribulations that are imminent 
and to stand before the Son of Man." 

“The important thing is not to be speculating about 
when these events will happen, but to live in such a 

way that they find us in the state of grade.  Many of 
us have become so serious and intense, so filled 

with preoccupations about the future, so burdened 

by our own loneliness, that our hearts are dark-
ened.  When  our words are full of warnings, our 

eyes full of fears, our bodies full of unfulfilled needs 

and our actions full of distrust, we cannot expect 
ever to create around us a community that shines as 

a light in the darkness.”  Henri J.M. Nouwen 

Repent 

Discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless 

2nd Sunday of Advent, December 9 
Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, 
and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias                          
was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high                               
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,                                       
the word of God came to John                                                
the son of Zechariah in the desert. 
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah: 
A voice of one crying out in the desert: 
"Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths. 
Every valley shall be filled 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low. 
The winding roads shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God." 

“God is purity Himself; nothing impure can come 
before Him, but I don’t think God can hate, because 

God is love and God loves us in spite of our misery 
and sinfulness.  He is our loving Father and so we 

have only to turn to Him.  God cannot hate; God 

loves because He is love, but impurity is an obstacle 
to seeing God.  This doesn’t mean only the sin of 

impurity; but any attachment, anything that takes us 

away from God, anything that makes us less Christ-
like, any hatred, any uncharitableness is also impu-

rity.  If we are full of sin, God cannot fill us, because 
even God Himself cannot fill what is full.  That is 

why we need forgiveness to become empty, and then 

God fills us with Himself.” Mother Teresa 

God of power and mercy, open our hearts in   
welcome.  Remove the things that hinder us from 
receiving Christ with joy, so that we may share 
his wisdom and become one with him when he 
comes in glory, for he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 



Advent begins with the lighting of one purple 
candle on the first Sunday of Advent—

December 2nd.  The pink candle is lit the third 
week when the Advent focus  shifts to the spe-
cial joy of the Christmas event. The increasing 

light of each week reminds us that Christmas is 
closer, and Christ's presence continues to grow 

and brighten our lives.  It reminds us that by 
being Christ’s light today, we can brighten the 

“darkness” we find in our lives and in the 
world around us. 

 
As you light the candles each week – use the 
short prayer in the boxes to begin your meal. 

 

I will make you a light to the nations,               

That my salvation may reach the ends            

of the earth.  Isaiah 49:6 

 

Spend time each week, reading  through 
these scripture readings from the four 
Sundays of Advent. Quietly reflect on 
them and ask Jesus—how are you call-
ing me to live these words of yours? Ask 
the Holy Spirit to help you open your 

 

When the path is hard to find  
because of a particularly dark 

time, wait for the light to come.  
God will send it, and a seeking 

heart will find it.   

Fr. James Stephen Behrens. 



Be Joyful 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! 

3rd Sunday of Advent, December 16 
Phil 4:4-7 
Brothers and sisters: 
Rejoice in the Lord always. 
I shall say it again: rejoice! 
Your kindness should be known to all. 
The Lord is near. 
Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God that surpasses                                    
all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

“Joy shows from the eyes: it appears when one 
speaks and walks.  Try to imagine a nun who goes 

to the slums with a sad face and uncertain step.  
What would her presence give to those people?    

He gives most who gives with joy.  If in your work 

you have difficulties and you accept them with joy, 
they will see your good works and glorify the     

Father.  The best way to show your gratitude to 

God and people is to accept everything with joy.    
A joyful heart is the normal result of a heart    

burning with love.  Joy is very infectious; therefore, 
be always full of joy.”  Mother Teresa 

Be Faithful 

May it be done to me according to your word. 

4th Sunday of Advent, December 23 
Luke 1:39-46 

Mary set out 
and traveled to the hill country in haste 
to a town of Judah, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, 
the infant leaped in her womb, 
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
cried out in a loud voice and said, 
"Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting 
reached my ears, 
the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed 
that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled." 

“Mary made that difficult journey through “the hill 

country of Judah” as a pregnant woman – seem-

ingly without resources or support – in order to 

show herself in solidarity with another pregnant 

woman who, it was revealed to her, was part of the 

mystery. She did not plan to be pregnant, nor did 

she know what the future held for her or her child. 

In actual fact, she only knew the next step of the 

journey, which she carried out with love, devotion 

and absolute assurance that she had discovered her 

true identity, that of bringing this Child to birth and 

carrying Him to others.”   Rev. Thomas Euteneuer 

Father, all-powerful God, your eternal Word took 
flesh on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed 
her life at the service of your plan.  Lift our minds 
in watchful hope to hear the voice which         
announces his glory and open our minds to     
receive the Spirit who prepares us for his coming.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to 
your promises and ever close to your Church: 
The earth rejoices in hope of the savior’s coming 
and looks forward with longing to his return at 
the end of time.  Prepare our hearts and remove 
the sadness that hinders us from feeling the joy 
and hope which his presence will bestow, for he 
is Lord for ever and ever.  



St. Mary Choir Rehearsals   
Wednesdays @ 7:45: Dec. 5, 12, 19               
& Sunday; December 23 @11:30am 
Please join the choir as they prepare for          
Christmas Eve 5:00pm Mass.  Practices are              
in the church.  Contact Sarah Olsem  
for more information:  rsolsem@gmail.com 
 

2nd Grade Family Retreat 
Sunday, December 2   11:30-1:00  
Following the 2nd grade class Mass at 10:30,  
families gather in hall for lunch and short            
retreat on living Advent at home. 
 

Bingo at Solon Care Center 
Wednesday, December 5  
Contact Darlene Klouda, 624-3849, to assist             
with Bingo this month. 
 

Care Center Giving Tree 
Return gifts by December 17 
Gift tags can be picked from the Giving Tree  
beginning December 1.  Please purchase the  
suggested item, wrap & attach gift tag, and  
return to St. Mary Church by December 17. 
 

Babysitting for Parish Families 
Saturday, December 8 from 1:00-5:00pm 
See newsletter article for more information 

 
Cookie Walk 
Sunday, December 9   8:00am-noon  
Cookies will be available for $5/pound.  Those   
belonging to the St. Angela and St Helen circles 
(last names A-L) are asked to donate three dozen 
cookies and/or help with the event.  Sign-up  
sheets are in the Gathering Space.   
 

Iowa City Deanery Vespers 
Sunday, December 9   4:00pm  
St. Patrick Church-Iowa City 
Join Bishop Amos and others from the parishes in 
the Iowa City Deanery as we enjoy beautiful Ad-
vent music and prayer reflections. Light refresh-
ments served in the social hall following!  

 

Mexican Meal—Teen Fundraiser 
Wednesday, Dec. 12   5:30-6:30  
See newsletter article for more information 

 
Parish Reconciliation 
Sunday, December 16  1:00pm  
Please come and celebrate this Sacrament 

On November 13, Cedar Rapids resident 
Tony Philips shared his story with our  
parish.  Despite  a storybook childhood in 
Iowa,  his experimentation with alcohol and 
drugs in high school, led to substance abuse 
and a life that spiraled out of control. For 
over a decade he lived in darkness, in and 
out of homeless shelters and jails, battling 
addictions, struggling with thoughts of     
suicide, until his faith was revived through a 
deep personal encounter with God. 

 
He shared how he encountered the power of God’s love and  
mercy though the Eucharist and Reconciliation, and how these 
Sacraments continue to sustain him today.  On the sacrament of  
Reconciliation, Tony shared: 

“The Lord started convicting me of my sins and making it 
clear the things that he did not want me to do anymore.   
I started to feel disconnected from God when I did things 
that offended Him; which led me to confession.  Confes-
sion took my faith and life to a whole different level.  
 I started studying about what confession meant; and then 
understood that all my sins would be forgiven and I could 
be made pure and holy and my heart and soul desire that.  
I can be one with Christ.  It strengthens me to turn from 
sin.  I will run to confession when I know that I’m doing 
things that displease God and I seek his mercy and love.   
What an awesome sacrament. It didn’t happen overnight.  
It took me a while to get the courage up to confess my sins 
to a priest but I came to understand that I wasn’t confess-
ing to a priest I was confessing them to God… and that’s 
what he wants us to do. “ 

I was Lost then found by God 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Advent Reconciliation Service 

Sunday, December 16 at 1:00 

...while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion for 
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 
him and kissed him. Luke 15:20 

The greatest gift for each Christian is to know and accept God’s love.  Only 
with Christ’s grace do we move toward constant conversion, holiness in 
life, and ultimately eternal life.  It’s an ongoing challenge. 
 

Sin is an offense against God.  It hurts our relationship with both God and 
others.  Jesus gives us this sacrament to own up to these moments,  by 
coming to him so he can restore what has been broken.  Through this sac-
rament we truly encounter Christ.  Through it he choose to share his 
mercy and forgiveness,  help form our consciences, and strengthen us 
against evil tendencies.  This healing comes from Christ Himself.  Bring 
your family on December 16—be fully restored to the friendship of God. 

  From  the book: Talking to Your Children About Being Catholic 
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Stewardship Fair  Saturday & Sunday, October 21 & 22 

By Joe Wilkinson 

After Masses the weekend of October 
20-21, parishioners were pointed to-
ward the Parish Hall; for a taste of 
stewardship. Not coincidentally, came 
the taste of pancakes and sausage. 
The Knights of Columbus served up 
breakfast alongside the volunteers 
and a dozen booths rimming the 
room.  
 
During the  Stewardship Fair you could 
stop by the Parish Nurse’s booth and 
have your blood pressure checked. 
Pause at the Knights of Columbus  
table and learn about the service and 
projects offered. Helping Hands…
Finance Council…Justice & Peace      
and a dozen other commissions and 
programs offered a glimpse of them-
selves, so parishioners could deter-
mine their ‘fit’ in the parish; how to 
become stewards in their faith. 
 

When asked to lead the Stewardship 
team, Bill Christensen thought, ‘I really 
don’t know anything about steward-
ship’. Once involved, it became obvi-
ous.  “Stewardship is totally about giv-
ing back to God what he has so gener-
ously given to us. We have an inherent 
need to give”, says Christensen. “The 
impetus is to lay an initial foundation 
for a Stewardship Way of Life.” 
 
Coming out of the stewardship week-
end, the committee had in hand Time 
and Talent forms from 10% of St. 
Mary’s parishioners. ‘Reminder tables’ 
over the next couple weeks hoped to 
push that up to 20%. “Overall, our   
goal is to get a response from each 
individual in the parish”, explains 
Christensen. “It’s a lofty goal, but we 
need the entire parish involved. Yes, 
there are people doing things for the 
parish. However, we really need more 
involvement.”   

What to avoid? People who think they 
have things covered; who just say “I 
don’t have anything more to offer”. 
Everyone can offer something back to 
their church family. Even a time com-
mitment of 15 minutes of daily prayer, 
or reading God’s Word will make a 
major impact”, challenges Christen-
sen.  “Don’t just say you will. Fill out a 
commitment form. Offer it to God--
and then keep your commitment.”  
 
The stewardship team hopes people 
realize they have been gifted by God 
to do great things. From there, the 
team will try to match your time,     
talents and treasure to enhance the 
needs of the parish.” 
   
A successful ‘end’ to the Stewardship 
campaign will actually be a new begin-
ning;  ‘perhaps we begin to see stew-
ardship as a way of life, rather than 
just a word’ 



things instead of people voting.  The cur-
rent administration is very pro-choice—
even in favor of killing a baby if it acciden-
tally survives an abortion.  People do not 
know enough facts about abortion and the 
stages of the unborn child.   
Lauren is also concerned there is a huge 
push for “abortion on demand” (abortion 
with literally no restrictions).  The in-
creased use of the abortion pill (RU 486) 
also concerns her.  It has many adverse 
side effects and it is another attempt to 
make abortion convenient and seemingly 
harmless.  It is alarming that abortion is 
promoted as a “woman’s right.”  What 
about the rights of the unborn child?     
Carrying through with an unexpected 
pregnancy despite difficult circumstances 
(financial strains, inconvenient timing, 
rape, etc) is a completely self-less act.  It 

requires the 
kind of sacri-
ficial love 
Christ had 
for us by 
dying on the 
cross.  In an 
increasingly 
self-
centered 
world, it is 
not surpris-
ing that peo-
ple argue for 
abortion to 
remain a 

“right.”   It is disturbing that tax-
payer money is used to fund abor-
tions.  And like Noelle—she feels 
there needs to be  a better under-
standing that from the moment of 
conception, an unique individual 
exists that should share equal 

rights with every human being at any 
other stage in development, regardless of 
the circumstances.  The mother deserves 
support, encouragement, and love 
throughout the entire process of carrying a 
baby to term.  Most of all, the mother 
doesn’t deserve the negative emotional 
and psychological effects of abortion. 

Teens Speak Out on Being Pro-Life 

Parishioners, Noelle Martin, 
Raiden Takeuchi, and Lauren 
Benzing share their passion for the 
pro-life movement and how they 
are actively working to promote 
and defend the lives of unborn 
children. 
What drives your passion to  protect 
the life of the unborn? 
Lauren shares, “it really bothers me that 
there are nearly 1.2 million abortions per 
year, and more than 50 million babies 
have been aborted since 1973.  Genera-
tions of unique, innocent children are 
being unfairly denied the most basic right 
there is:  the right to life.  I  wonder how 
our world would be different if those 
millions had lived.  We’ll never know.  
Someone has to stand up for the most 
innocent members of our society.  
Noelle agrees that we need to fight to 
help these innocent little people.  Many 
people don’t understand the impact that 
abortion has not only on the children 
dying, but on the mothers, fathers, sib-
lings, and everyone involved with the 
abortion.  I feel that God is calling me to 
guard and fight for them. 
As Raiden summed up:  the unborn child 
is a innocent life that has the right to live, 
because it is a human being. 
Why did you join your school’s pro-life 
club, “Teen Defenders” and what does 
this group do? 
Teen Defenders is the Pro-Life Club at 
Solon High School which was started in 
2010 by Francis and Sammy Eckrich.  The 
club’s goals are to learn more about what 
it means to be pro-life, stay up to date on 
current pro-life issues, pray for those 
involved in abortions, share the pro-life 
message with others and volunteer at 
local pro-life clinics/organizations (such 
as Informed Choices Medical Clinic).  
They meet 3-4 times per month during 
the day. Lauren shared that after choos-
ing St. Gianna Molla as her confirmation 
saint (a doctor who gave up her own life 
for unborn child’s) she felt called to stay 
involved in the pro-life movement—by 
leading others and promoting a culture of 
life in her community.  Noelle was inter-
ested  when she heard about the pro-life 
club and  impressed by those who were 
leading the club.  She recognized them as 

being able to make a true impact.  Raiden 
felt called to join since it is such an im-
portant matter in today’s society. 

Share about participating in the 40 
Days for Life—by praying in front of 
the Emma Goldman Clinic. 
Lauren shared  the first time she prayed 
in front of Emma she didn’t know what to 
expect, she was a little nervous.  Her 
mom was with her and taught her she 
could pray for the unborn, for mothers 
facing an unexpected pregnancy to 
choose life, for the workers inside the 
clinic to have a change of heart, and for 
the general community to be more pro-
life.  It was a joy to experience praying 
with friends.  She taught her that being 
friendly and peaceful is important. They 
have been confronted and people have 
shouted profanities to them—but there 
were so many people who clearly sup-
ported what they are doing.   
Raiden shared that he too was nervous 
about praying in front of the clinic and 
wondered if he would be judged badly by 
others. Praying with others was a positive 
and even fun experience.   Noelle shared 
that she wasn’t scared; she felt confident 
God would protect her; and was excited 

to have the opportunity to pray there. 
She too shared that praying the rosary 
with others was a great feeling and even 
taught someone how to pray the rosary.  
The experience of being confronted by an 
angry man unhappy with what they were 
doing made her want to pray there more.   
 

What concerns do you have with the 
abortion movement in our country? 
Noelle is concerned our government is 
not protecting the rights set by our Fore 
Fathers.  Judges are deciding crucial 



Fundraisers—to support our teens’ March for Life Trip to DC 

"America needs no words from me to see how your decision in Roe v. Wade has deformed a great nation. The so-called right 
to abortion has pitted mothers against their children and women against men. It has aggravated the derogation  

of the father’s role in an increasingly fatherless society. It has portrayed the greatest of gifts ~ a child ~ as a competitor,  
an intrusion, and an inconvenience. And in granting this unconscionable power, it has exposed many women to unjust and 
selfish demands from their husbands or other sexual partners. Human rights are not a privilege conferred by government. 

They are every human being’s entitlement by virtue of his humanity.”    Mother Teresa 

O Mary, Mother of Jesus and Mother of us all, we turn to 
you today as the one who said "Yes" to Life. "You will         
conceive and bear a Son," the angel told you. Despite the 
surprise and the uncertainty about how this could be, you 
said yes. "Be it done unto me  according to your word." 
 
Mary, we pray today for all mothers who are afraid to be 
mothers. We pray for those who feel threatened and 
overwhelmed by their pregnancy. Intercede for them, 
that God may give them the grace to say yes and the 
courage to go on. May they have the grace to reject the 
false solution of abortion. May they say with you, "Be it 
done unto me  according to your word." May they      
experience the help of Christian people, and know the 
peace that comes from doing God's will. Amen. 

3. Babysitting in Your Home 
Several teens going on the March for Life are making themselves available as babysitters to help you out during the 
busy Christmas season. Please email Sean Lokmer, our parish youth minister, for a list of these teens.  so-
lonstmaryym@diodav.org There is no set cost for the babysitting but we do ask for a free will donation.  

1. Babysitting for Parish Families 
Saturday, December 8 from 1-5:00 
 

 

Parish teens & parents will offer 
babysitting in the parish hall on   
Saturday December 8th from    
1:00-5:00.  Snacks, games, small 
craft to do as well as an opportunity 
to play with other parish children. 
This is a great time for mom and dad 
to shop for Christmas 
 

 

There is no set cost for the childcare;  

we will be accepting free will offerings.  
All proceeds will help pay for the teens attending the 
annual March for Life in Washington DC.  
RSVP by e-mailing solonstmaryym@diodav.org  

RSVP by Tuesday December 4th.  

2. Mexican Dinner Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Wednesday, December 12, 5:30-6:30 
 

Parish teens and adults who are attend-
ing the 40th Annual March for Life in 
Washington DC will be hosting a special 
Our Lady of Guadalupe dinner. Come 
and help out a worthy cause as well as 
learn   more about the story of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe. We will serve dinner from 
5:30-6:30 in the parish hall. 

  

There is no cost for the event, 
free will donations are being accepted.  
The menu includes a taco bar, nachos, corn bread, 

dessert and drinks. RSVP by Monday Dec. 10. 
RSVP by emailing your name and number of people 
coming with you:  solonstmaryym@diodav.org  

 
 
 

The artist, Lee Tindell, 
depicts the love the 

mother Mary has for 
each child whose life 

was ended through 
abortion.  As she    

weeps over the death  
of the innocent victim, 

the child’s guardian 
angel looks on in prayer.  

The bright star         
represents the soul        
of the unborn child.   

It's normal to grieve a pregnancy loss, including the loss of  a child by abortion. It can form a 
hole in one's heart, a hole so deep that sometimes it seems nothing can fill the emptiness. 

You are not alone…  www.hopeafterabortion.com 

I want to go on the March for Life again to show my support for the cause, hear the speeches from pro-life congressmen 
and women at the Rally, reignite my passion for being a leader in the pro-life movement, and to be able to experience it 
with my peers who have never participated before and hopefully participate in the first annual Run for Life 5k  

mailto:solonstmaryym@diodav.org
mailto:solonstmaryym@diodav.org


Iowa City ADVENT CHORAL SERVICE 
SUNDAY, December 9   4:00PM  St. Patrick, Iowa City 
 

PARISH & AREA RECONCILIATION SERVICES 

 

Sunday, December 16  1:00   St. Mary, Solon 
Sunday, December 16  3:00 St. Patrick, IC 
Monday,  December 17   7:00pm St. Thomas More 
Tuesday, December 18 7:00pm St. Wenceslaus, IC 
Saturday, December 22 10:00am St. Mary, IC 

  

 
St. Mary—Solon  CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Saturday, December 24 5:00pm   St. Mary Hall 
Saturday, December 24 10:00pm  St. Mary Church 
Sunday, December 25 9:00am    St. Mary Church 

St. Mary Church 
1749 Racine Ave NE 
Solon, IA 52333 
 

319-624-2228 
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When he humbled himself to come among us as a man,  
He fulfilled the plan You formed long ago                                        
and opened for us the Way to Salvation. 

 
Now we watch for the day, hoping the salvation  

promised us will be  ours when Christ our Lord  
will  come again in his Glory.   

 
 

 
A Christian’s entire life 
is preparation for his 
meeting with Christ.  
Advent is the season of 
the church when we 
prepare our hearts in a   
special way to meet 
and receive him.   

Advent &  
Christmas 
Calendar 


