
It’s August already!   
Where in the world did the summer go?  
Much has happened at Saint Mary’s over the 
summer months – enjoy reading about them 
in the following pages.  One of the events 
that touched me the most was attending a 
Stewardship Conference earlier this month in 
Wichita, Kansas with Bill and Mary Christen-
sen.  Even though we are beginning a special 
“Offertory Enhancement Appeal” this week 
(you will be receiving a special letter about 
that this week), the emphasis of the confer-
ence was certainly not about finances.  It was 
all about helping us better appreciate that 
everything we have is a gift from God.   
 
We learned about the “Four Pillars” of stew-
ardship and how they relate to the four 

“marks” of the Church.  “Hospitality” is part 
of the church being “One.”  “Prayer” corre-
sponds to being “Holy.” To be “Catholic” 
means that our “Formation” in the faith is life
-long.  And “Apostolic” means that we are 
people of “Service.”   
 
The Diocese of Wichita has been emphasizing 
and living the principles of stewardship for 
nearly 20 years.  One of the most amazing 
results is that they have 50 young men study-
ing for the priesthood!  It’s solid proof that 
stewardship is not just a trendy program, it’s 
a way of life.  I’m looking forward to gathering  
a group of parishioners who can enhance 
these four foundational pillars in all aspects of 
our parish life.  If you would like to help, or 
know more, please give me a call! 

A Note From Fr. Jim 
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AUGUST 2011 

2010 Harvest Festival 

To create and maintain a 
Christ-centered Catholic  Com-

munity where our personal 
call to     holiness, service and 
spiritual growth leads to con-
tinued              authentic wit-

RCIA 

Have you ever been approached by someone 
who would like to know more about the 
Catholic faith?  It could be a spouse, a friend, 
or co-worker.  If so, please pass their names to 
Father Jim.  We will begin the “Rite of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults” in late September.  
Once we know who is interested we can deter-
mine which evening works best for everyone.  
The RCIA process is about both information 
and formation.  It includes both “head” knowl-
edge and “heart” formation.  The goal is to 
present a Catholic “way of life” to those par-
ticipating rather than turning folks into walk-
ing Catholic encyclopedias.  With the help of a 
team of parishioners, and personal sponsors, 
the candidates are presented the basics of the 
faith, learn how to pray and celebrate the sac-
raments, and become familiar with parish life.  
Again, call Father Jim with the names of those 
you know who might be interested! 

Brian Cupp, with sponsor Mitch Holte,                              
during the Easter Vigil Holy Saturday 

Brian on his RCIA experience this past year: 
I learned a lot during the RCIA process. The 
Group was very friendly and I enjoyed meeting 
with them every week. I wanted to become 
Catholic so that Julie and I could have a same 
faith marriage. It is something that was impor-
tant to both of us. During the RCIA process I 
learned that I was not baptized. It was important 
to me to get baptized at ST. Mary's in Solon, that 
is where I started my path to the catholic faith 
and it is where I plan to marry Julie. 

1749 Racine Ave NE 

Solon, IA  52333 

319-624-2228 
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Little Lamb Nursery 

Little Lamb 
Nursery 

We now have  a nursery service available 
for children ages birth to 4 years old. The 
nursery is staffed by trained adult and 
teen volunteers and is open during the 
10:30 Mass (10:15am-11:40am).  
The first time you check your child in, 
please come early and allow for a few 
extra  minutes to fill out a brief registra-
tion form. The nursery is located in the 
southeast corner of the parish hall.               
Parent handbooks with nursery guide-
lines/policies are available at 
check-in. We are looking for-
ward to meeting your children 
and helping you to  celebrate 
Mass more fully . 

Preschool children in the nursery during VBS. 

Harvest Festival 

Adult = $10, $9 in advance                 

Children 6-12 = $6, $5 in advance                           

Under 6 = Free 

Proceeds from the parish’s annual Harvest Festival support many 
aspects of the parish needs:  from helping teens attend mission 
trips to purchasing items needs for the parish hall. 
There are many ways to support the Harvest Festival.  It is a great 
way for kids to use their time and talents as a way to respond in 
thanksgiving for all that God has given to them. 

 Join us that day for dinner and games 

 Prepare craft or food items for the Country Store 

 Put together a theme basket for the Bidding Barn 

 Work one of the various jobs or shifts 

 Sign up to bring a salad or dessert—let your kids make it 

 Use suggestions below to come up with your own ideas 

Kolaches  
Cakes/Pies 
Breads 
Cookies 
Jams/ Jelly 

Sauces 
Salsa 
Veges 
Pickles 
Relish 

Pumpkin 
Gourds  
Flowers 
Crafts  
Handiwork 

The Country Store  

New merchandise 

Antiques 

Handcrafted items 

Gift Certificates  

Theme Baskets 

Parties &             
Dinners  

Afghans & 
Quilts 

And more... 

The Bidding Barn  

St. Mary of Solon 

September 25 

Pork & Chicken 

Dinner Served 11:00

-1:30 

Dinner 

Live Music 

Children’s Games 

RAFFLE TICKET PRIZES:  ($2/ticket or  $5/3 tick-

ets) 

1st place: 1000.00,   2nd place:  750.00,                                     

New addition 
to the nursery:  
a toy cubby 
made by Dan 
Krafka & Jack 



What is a Roman Missal?                             
A book which includes books used in 
the celebration of the Mass:                       
the Lectionary,  containing Scriptures  
selected for each Mass; 
the Book of the Gospels 
which has only the  gos-
pels for each Sunday and 
the Sacramentary, which 
has the  prayer texts of 
the Mass.  
 

Why a NEW transla-
tion?                After  the Second 
Vatican Council, the Roman Missal—
or prayers of the Mass, were trans-

lated from Latin into the mother 
language of each country.  The 
translation, for 11 different English 
speaking countries, was done in a 

way that tried to capture 
the meaning  without us-
ing the exact Latin word-
ing. 
The new English transla-
tion will have more depth: 
 Connections between 
the prayer texts and Scrip-
ture will be made clearer  

 The style will be more formal, 
perhaps  more respectful:  we are 
creatures addressing the Creator 

 It will emphasize the most impor-

tant aspects of the texts, with a 
focus on our final goal of eternal 
life with God. 

 It will more closely match the 
translations made by other groups, 
connecting us linguistically to 
Catholics around the world. 

What does this mean to me?                 
The flow of the Mass remains the 
same.  The scripture readings will 
stay the same.  However, some of 
the responses and prayers have been 
translated to be more faithful to our  
Church’s living and most ancient 
spiritual tradition.  

Page 3 

Coming this Advent….A New Roman Missal 

transformed into Christ himself and 
given back to us so that we might be 
transformed. 
 

And transformed we’re sent out into 
the world to transform our world 
 

So there is for me in the Eucharist a 
powerful dynamic of gift, reception of 
that gift, and return of that gift that 
lies at the very heart of Eucharist.  
 

That is one of the reasons why a com-
munion service or Sunday celebration 
in the absence of a priest, prayerful as 
it is, it is not Eucharist.  That essential 
divine exchange of gifts is missing.  
 

 
I would expect that a community that 
has Eucharist at the heart of things 
would celebrate liturgy well, with               
everyone taking part fully, consciously 
and actively as we say.   

And I would also expect from that par-
ticipation in Eucharist would flow 
works of charity and of justice, where 
family life would be marked by truly 
being a domestic church, and where 
we would use our gifts and talents as 
God would have us use them.  
 

 I would expect that church to be char-
acterized by a spirit of stewardship of 
all gifts.  In gratitude that would come 
from a desire to share this life, evan-
gelize others, encourage religious vo-
cations. 
 
So my vision of Eucharist is not just 
something we do, but probably is the 
most important thing we do as the 
summit and font of everything else 
that is part of our Christian life.   

A Reflection on the Eucharist - 
By Bishop Martin Amos 
 

Most importantly, the parish is where 
we gather weekly to celebrate the death 
and resurrection of Christ in the Eucha-
rist. This is the Source & the Summit of 
our spiritual life. 
 

Wheat & Grapes are transformed by 
human hands into bread and wine. And 
then we offer that bread & wine back to 
God as a symbol of all that we are and 
all that we do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We join into Christ’s own self sacrifice as 
we offer it to the Father and then it is 

Transformed by the Eucharist so We may Transform Our World 

trans·formed /Verb 

Make a thorough or dramatic 

change in the form, 

appearance, or character of. 
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A change in the Mass Greeting:  “The Lord be with you”   “And also with your spirit” 
This is a more direct translation of the Latin and more scriptural: St. Paul closed his letters to Timothy and 

to Philemon with, “The Lord be with your Spirit.”  It matches the response used  in most other major 
languages.   

We refer to the fact that at the priest’s ordination, we called on the Holy Spirit to guide him and to 
enable him to lead us in celebrating these sacred mysteries.  Christ becoming present to us through these 

sacraments, would not happen without the presence of the Holy Spirit acting through his hands.  



Are you a practicing Catholic? 
Chances are, you will answer that 
question based on whether or not you 
attend Mass on Sunday.  Now, let’s 
rephrase that question. 

Are you practicing your baptism? 
Waking up on Sunday morning to go 
to Mass is one issue.  Waking up each 
day to practice our baptism is another. 
 

In fact, going to Mass on Sunday makes 
little sense unless it is understood within 
the context of how we live our lives the 
other six days of the week.  The reason 
we go to Mass in the first place is be-
cause, through out baptism, we have 
made a commitment to something and 
to someone.   

To be baptized means that we are called 
to do certain things that make us like 
Christ.  When Jesus told us to “do this” 
in his memory, he was telling us to do 
much more than simply perform the 
ritual we know as the Mass.  Jesus was 
telling us not only to break bread, but to 
give ourselves to others as he gave him-
self for us.   
 
Jesus assures us that we are not left to 
our own devices to carry out his mission.  
When we celebrate the Mass, he gives 
us the strength, nourishment, and direc-
tion for carrying out this task.  We leave 
Mass promising to serve the Lord, doing 
things his way, not our way. 
    Excerpt from the book, “Living the Mass” 

Join our parish 
study, coming this 
fall, based on the 
book,                         
Living the Mass. 
 

This book helps us  
understand what  
Christians are called to 
do and how the various 
parts of the Mass,  
empower, equip,                      
motivate, and chal-
lenge us to answer the 

call to go forth to  
 

Love & Serve 

 Even though it’s early, please mark your 
calendars for the following workshops.                         
They will be held after the Saturday 5pm 
Mass and the Sunday 10:30am Mass only.  
These workshops are for all “veteran” minis-
ters, and those who are interested in newly 
participating in a given ministry. 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Sept. 17 & 18 

           Lectors:  October 1 and 2 

           Greeters/Ushers:  October 8 and 9 

           Servers:  Wednesday, Oct. 12 during 
             faith formation class time. 
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Living the Mass 

Liturgical Ministry 
Workshops 

First Communion Mass, April 30 

First Communion Mass, May 1 

In The Eucharist 

Grant that we, who are 

nourished by his body 

and blood, may be filled 

with his Holy Spirit and 

become one body –              

one spirit  in Christ 

What if….. those attending Mass each week lifted up their hearts 
to the Lord and said: I give my life to your ways, I give you my 
hopes, dreams, and sorrows, transform me. 

 How would their lives change? 
 

What if..… people came with a desire for mercy, with thanks for 
all God has given them, with hearts open to hear the word of God 
and a desire to act on these words, with love for Jesus in the 
Eucharist and for those God placed next to them in the pew. 

 What would the celebration be like? 
 

What if….. those attending Mass desired to go and serve the Lord 
– aware of and responsive to the needs of others, more accepting 
of Church teaching, with a desire to accept and live out the chal-
lenges of the gospel in a secular world 

How would marriages, families and communities be transformed? 

†  Jesus speaks his healing word to us and gives  us his life-giving Body and Blood 

†  Jesus gives himself completely and entirely to us, and we are called to give 
ourselves completely and entirely to him, forming an intimate union with Christ 



By Hillary Kaefring 
The youth of St. Mary's parish in Solon, 
recently were in St. Paul, MN at a Catholic 
youth conference made of two parts.  
 
The first, LEAD, or Leadership Evangeliza-
tion And Discipleship brings together up to 
45 teens, from around the Midwest, for 
one week to  learn how to grow in our rela-
tionship with Christ and commitment to his 
Church. The four from our parish were my-
self,  Andrew Barenz, Sammy Eckrich and 
Holly Koffron.  At the end of the week, we 
joined 55 other teens from our parish for 
the Steubenville North conference.  
 

Over 2,000 teens from the Midwest go to 
the Steubenville North Conference, one of 
18 conferences across North America, 
sponsored by the Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, Ohio. It  is filled with Masses, 
Adoration, and speakers who talk about our 
Faith and  our relationship with God.   
 

What makes it such a great experience is 
the overwhelming amount of teens who 
participate, to be surrounded with so many 
people who share your faith. That kind of 
community bolsters your confidence in who 
you are and in what you believe. The music 
at Steubenville is also absolutely fantastic, 
but the event  most teens from St. Mary's 

agree is the best is adoration on Saturday 
evening. It is truly life-changing. To be with 
Jesus on such a personal and intimate way 
brings most to tears. The whole conference 
is great way to get fired up for the Catholic 
faith and reaffirm  teens’ grounding in 
their faith. 
 

Although Steubenville is powerful, the 
smaller retreat of LEAD truly changes 
lives. Throughout the week you learn              
so much about our faith, but most              
importantly are the friendships that are 
formed. The friendships developed              
during LEAD are the strongest a person 
could ever  make because friendships 
are based on God, and what God               

of the flood).  We have an adorable 17 month old little girl named 
Patricia.  I look forward to getting to meet as many of you as  possible 
in the coming months and am excited to help build up our youth and 
young adult program.” 

WELCOME SEAN LOKMER AS OUR YOUTH              
& YOUNG ADULT MINISTER!  

Sean says:  “I’m thrilled to be the new minister to youth and young 
adults here at Saint Mary Parish!  I was born and raised in the great 
state of West Virginia.  I am a West Virginia Mountaineers fan first, 
but the Hawkeyes have quickly become my #2 team.  For five years, I  
was the director of youth and young adult ministry at Saint Frances 
Cabrini in Aliquippa, PA . For one year,  I was a travelling missionary 
with NET (National Evangelization Team) Ministries.  Most recently, I 
was the youth minister at St. Paul in Manchester, IA.  So how did I 
end up in Iowa?  My lovely wife, Tricia (formerly Sovers) is originally 
from the area.  Tricia was born and raised in  Solon, attending St. 
Mary’s Parish.   We were married here on June 14, 2008 (in the midst 
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Steubenville Conference & Franciscan LEAD 

St. Mary of Solon Group—Loading up bus for St. 

Sean & teens making plans for the coming 

decides to build up no 
man can tear down. 
LEAD is so incredible 
because it teaches you 
how to build a relation-
ship with God, how to 
pray, and most impor-
tantly how to live your 
life for God. It com-
pletely changes a per-
son's outlook on what's 
right and what's wrong, 
for a teen, that is crucial. 
Overall, these two 
events are important for 

Catholic teens who want to grow in their 
faith, or start discovering who God is. There 
is no better way to greet God than to get 
together with a ton of other people and just 
celebrate who He is.   

Steubenville North Conference at 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul 

“As a parent chaperone at Steubenville, I truly saw 

miracles happen in so many of the young people who 

attended. Many were touched very deeply as they opened 

their hearts to Christ. I realized that we need to guide and 

encourage young Catholics to grow in their faith by praying 

with them, going with them to Mass, and helping them to 

set extra time aside to spend with the Lord, whether that’s 

in adoration, quite reflection and prayer, reconciliation, or 

daily mass.  If our young people can take the amazing 

energy that they have and combined it with faith in our 

Lord, I believe they can change the world to become a 



Lord, When Did We See You 
Hungry and Feed You? 
By Therese Barenz 
Eighteen teens from St Mary’s Youth 
Group participated in a week-long 
opportunity to serve the poor.  The 
unique volunteer experience, pro-
vided by Franciscans for The Poor in 
Cincinnati, OH, allowed the teens to 
share of their time and talents and 
minister to the less fortunate.  After 
accompanying a local youth group 
from the Riverside area last summer, 
Andrew Barenz was excited to return 
with a group from his own parish this 
year.  The teens lived simply in a com-
munity setting and spent their days at 
various service projects including 
working with the Cincinnati Housing 
Project, providing sandwiches to the 
homeless, cleaning and preparing 
apartments for the homeless to live 
in, working in a food pantry, and visit-
ing with physically and mentally dis-
abled individuals.  
 
One of the highlights was listening to 
a formerly homeless man share his 

story.  He explained how 
he became homeless, 
what it was like to sleep 
under bridges, how hurt-
ful it was to be ignored by 
others, how he had no-
where to go to clean up in 
preparation for job inter-
views until someone fi-
nally gave him a 
chance.  He explained that 
simple measures like look-
ing homeless people n the 
eye, smiling, or acknowl-
edging them shows the 
compassion that they                 
desperately need, and can 
make a world of differ-
ence in their day.    
 
The teens shared the fol-
lowing about the trip:  ‘It 
made me step out of my 
comfort zone, but it was worth it.’; ‘It 
really opened my eyes, I understand we 
need to help.’; ‘The opportunity to in-
teract and relate with strangers from 
different backgrounds was a learning 
experience and a privilege.’; ‘I realized 

how much we 
take for granted 
and how blessed 
we are.’  The 
teens now look              
forward to serving 
the poor locally. 
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Mission Trip with the  
Franciscan Sisters for the Poor 

The teens included Lauren Benzing, Jessica Brimeyer, Devin 
DeNeve, Brian Haight, Corri Goldsmith, Reagan Johnson, 
Hillary Kaefring, Marshall Keith, Holly Koffron, Claudi                    
Kotter,Ryan Kunkel, Austin Miller, Kylan Patterson, Paul 
Pisarik, Jill Prentice, Rory Siddell, Lucas Schwartz, and An-
drew Barenz. Chaperones: Therese Barenz, Mitche & Anne 
Kunkel, and Mark Prentice took a week’s vacation to drive 
to and be with the teens in Ohio—Thank You!  

My favorite day was probably helping 
clean out and set up 2 apartments at the 
Josephine House  for homeless families to 
move into. It was hard work, but fulfilling 
because in the end, we saw what a differ-
ence we had made! I realized how much 
we are blessed with and how much I take 
for granted in my life. Lauren Benzing 

Doing outdoor work (in 100+ temps)          
for the Cincinnati Housing Project. 
 

Doing meal prep at the Tau House—
living in the simple tradition of                   

Franciscan community: meal prep and 
chores are shared among everyone.  



By Nancy Upmeyer 

GriefShare is a program designed to help those who are grieving 
the death of a loved one.  Our GriefShare program started out 
with a group of 12.  As facilitators, we are very pleased with the 
turnout and the sharing that has taken place. We meet at 7pm, 
at the Brosh Community room.  We watch a short video and 
then have a group discussion on various topics associated with 
the grief process.  Our group has a wide age span, is repre-
sented by all 3 churches in Solon, and as described by most 
members, has formed strong bonds along with a  comfort to 
discuss a bad time with others in the same situation.  

By far, the best part of the program is how we comfort each 
other and learn from each other in coping with loss. We have 
learned to let God help us-- help each other.   Our faith based  
group comforts each other and sees grief through each other's 
perspectives.  We have had many tears and much laughter as 
we explore grief in this 13 week session.   

Each sessions is “self-contained,”   so you do not need to attend 
in sequence.  Our next gathering is August 30.  Please feel free 
to call me for future dates, Nancy at 331-1553.  The GriefShare 
program will repeat it self again after the first of the year. 

St. Mary's will again host a “How to Survive the Holidays"  
on November 14 at Brosh Funeral Home, from 7:00-8:30 

ing Wills & Durable Power of Attorneys or speak-
ers on preventive health.  

Our group plans to pool resources of medically 
trained parishioners who would like to assist with 
ongoing wellness and awareness programs in the 
parish.  In addition to supporting parish wellness, 
it would allow more parish outreach to those who 
are sick and/or homebound.  It would also be 
great to have a team of helpers who could help 
meet temporary needs from raking leaves or meal 
preparation.  If you would like to be a part of this 
team, please call Sandy Willey: 930-0209, Nancy 
Upmeyer: 624-2944, or Diane Wilkinson:624-3053 

By Sandy Willey 

The parish's Social Justice Commission has formed a 
group which will  support  the wellness of our parish-
ioners. Several short-term goals include hosting quar-
terly blood pressure screens following Masses; spon-
soring blood drives throughout the year; begin a walk-
ing club, for fall and winter months, in the parish hall 
during designated weekly times;  and compose a re-
source list of agencies in the Linn & Johnson Counties 
for easy reference to services.  We hope to bring in a 
variety of speakers addressing topics of interest to dif-
ferent  demographics, such as a guest speaker on Liv-
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GriefShare 

Parish Wellness 

St. Mary’s Hall 
October 24 

For more information, 
please call Sandy 
Willey: 930-0209 

By Diane Wurzer 
I started doing women’s prison ministry at Oakdale nearly three 
years ago. I learned about prison ministry through my brother-in
-law who had done it for twenty years in Marshalltown. He could 
see the changes in the inmates when they started reading the 
Bible and started to do Bible studies.  Another reason why I 
wanted to do this was to help women, like me, who were in an 
abusive relationship. I needed help and there were many people 
willing to help me and my kids.   I wanted to give back what was 
given to me: support, love, care and friendship. 
Since I have been going to Oakdale and meeting with these re-
markable women, I could see that many, like me, had come 
from an abusive relationship. I wanted to let them know that 
there are people willing to help. One thing I heard frequently 
was that they need support when they get out of prison. With-
out any support they go back to the same lifestyle that got them 
into prison. 
I started asking around about ways to help these individuals and 

learned of aftercare programs like Circles of Support and Ac-
countability and One-On-One Mentoring. Randy Cole from the 
Sixth Judicial District Department of Correctional Services 
came to St. Mary’s three different times to talk about these 
programs and answer  questions that people had.  Right now 
Dave Krob, Pat Murphy and I are doing a circle of support 
group for a woman in Cedar Rapids. Other parishioners, Mary 
Knight, Shelly Ahern and Linda Slusher have been approved as  
volunteers; they are waiting on being matched with someone. 
 

Other programs are Supporting                
Victims/Survivors of Crime and               
Children of Promise. If anyone is    
interested in any of these programs 
they can call me at 319-624-2719 or 
Randy Cole at 319-730-1145. 
 

Prison Ministry 

Meeting the needs of 
victims, communities, 
and those who have 
offended by providing 
Circles of Support and 
Accountability 

Rachel's Vineyard Retreats create a 
safe place where men and women 
can share, often for the first time, 
their deepest feelings about abor-
tion. Weekend  retreats offer  a sup-

portive, confidential and non-judgmental environment where 
women and men can express, release and reconcile painful post-
abortive emotions to begin the process of restoration, renewal 
and healing.  
For information on retreats in Iowa, call Kris Gaspari at 515-306-
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 In many ways we have betrayed our 
young people by  failing to ask the big 
question.  The happiest people I know 
are not the people who do whatever they 
want.  The happiest are those who have 
asked the big question, are seeking to 
live the  answer they were given, and 
have a sense of mission in their lives. 

Begin asking:  What do you feel called 
to?  How can you use your abilities and 
personality to best serve society? What 
do you think your mission is in this life? 
What is God saying to you about your 
future?” 

From Matthew Kelly’s book:                         
 Building Better Families 

“In my own journey, there is one question 
that towers above all others.  I call it the 
big question.  As far as I am concerned, in 
our quest to give our lives direction, it is 
the only questions. It is this:  God, what 
do you think I should do?  I ask it when 
small or large decisions lay before me.  I 
ask it each day in prayer.  

I believe that God has created me and 
has committed some work to me in this 
moment of history that he has not com-
mitted to anybody else.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions are powerful—the right ques-
tion can change the direction of a life.   

Stewardship 

Asking the Big Question 

The U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship states:  As 
Christian stewards,  

 we receive God’s gifts gratefully,                                               
 cultivate them responsibly, 
 share them lovingly in justice with others, 

 and return them with increase to the Lord. 
Four Pillars of Parish Stewardship were introduced and de-
scribed:  hospitality, prayer, formation, and service.  Several 
parish leaders spoke on the powerful changes God made in 
individuals and                  parishes when developing the Pillars. 

In gratitude for her experiences of Vacation Bible School as a child, a parishioner gives $200 each summer to support our VBS program. 

In gratitude for good health, an older couple gave $700 to support teens who could not afford  the Steubenville or  Mission Trips. 

In gratitude for the opportunities our parish offers teens  a couple with young children gave $150 to support these programs. 

In gratitude for their own education, the children in this summer's VBS program raised $700 so three children in Tanzania can attend school. 

What is a Cluster? 

By Bill & Mary Christensen 
Earlier this month, we attended a 
Stewardship Conference, with Fr. 
Jim, in Wichita, Kansas. It focused 
on the spirituality of “stewardship 
as a way of life”,  as spoken in scrip-
ture, and offered fresh and practical 
ways to                   approach it in a 

parish.  God put into each of us a need to give of ourselves, re-
sponding in gratitude for the gifts we have received.   

reason is logistics. Based on the drive time among all four par-
ishes, it makes sense to have them centrally located.  It will also 
help our priests to have each other for support on a daily basis.  
There is much wisdom in how Jesus sent his disciples in two’s to 
evangelize.    
In dioceses where this model has been used, the largest problem 
has been priest burnout.  However, in order to not have to close 
small parishes, our priests are willing to go with this model.  La-
ity (us in the pews) need to embrace with a renewed commit-
ment, their personal call to holiness. Our parish will benefit 
when we commit to being good family members who show up, 
are willing to grow, help, pray, and serve.   
Along with this planning, Bishop Amos continues to put a high 
priority on increasing vocations and invites each of us to do our 
part through prayer, discernment and personal invitation when 
we recognize a possible vocation to the priesthood or religious 
life. Vocations will rise when more people are turned toward 
God and accept the plan that God has for their lives. 

By Patty Erusha 
It is never easy to make plans when you have to figure out 
how to get along with less.  With fewer priests, we often dis-
cuss how we got here, how it could have been avoided, or 
how it can be fixed.  However, our reality is that within the 
next 8-10 years, we will have 18 fewer priests than we have 
today for the diocese of Davenport.   
Bishop Amos has invited the people of our diocese to help 
plan for the future.    After much planning work and input 
from parishes , parish assigned two lay people to begin meet-
ing with area parishes to explore specific clustering options.  
Mike McLaughlin, Fr. Vrba and myself attended several meet-
ings this past spring and summer which resulted in a pro-
posed plan to cluster with St. Thomas More (Coralville), St. 
Peter (Cosgrove), and St. Mary (Oxford).  Happily, our parish 
will keep its identity as St. Mary of Solon and retain all leader-
ship councils and commissions as separate entities.    
Our biggest change is that one pastor, along with a second 
priest who will be his assistant (Parochial Vicar), will serve all 
four parishes and be based at St. Thomas Moore. The main 

Call Bill & Mary (624-8066) to help on the parish’s stewardship committee; Call Cami Rasmussen (624-2391)  to help with welcoming new members. 
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Vacation Bible School 

PandaMania struck          
St. Mary Parish during 
the second week of July. 
Through daily story 
times, songs, crafts, and 
games, kids learned 
about God's uncondi-
tional love for them and 
that He has a purpose 
and plan for each of 
their lives.     

Activities throughout the week gave them opportunities to share God's love  
with others:  6th graders helped with a city clean-up project and made sun  
catchers with the nursing care residents, younger kids made craft projects             
which were shared in the community and with those serving in the military,       
and together they raised $700 to help educate children 
in the poorest areas                 of Same, Tanzania.  All of 
this could not have been done without the support of 

What do you get with 170 kids in K-6th 
grade, 60 7-12th grade volunteers, and 
40 adult volunteers, surrounded by 
crazy pandas?   PANDAMANIA! 

Singing songs about God’s great love & care for us! 

New and fun 
games everyday in 
Bamboo Blast 
Games  

Sr. Theresa on Monday in the Wild Bible Adventure Room. 

Crafts with 
Care Center 
Residents 
In Crazy Craft 
room at 
VBS—where 
kids make 
something 
new each day 



Pope Benedict’s most memorable 
speech in Spain was to university 
professors: “As Plato said: ‘Seek 
truth while you are young, for if 
you do not, it will later escape 
your grasp’. This lofty aspiration is 
the most precious gift which you 
can give to your students. It is 
more important than mere techni-
cal know-how, or cold &  purely 
functional data. Universities should 
be sanctuaries from ideology” 

Each senior received a San Damiano Cross during their Graduation Mass.  In a dramatic moment of prayer in the 
abandoned Church of San Damiano, Francis of Assisi heard a voice coming from the crucifix which challenged him to 
“Rebuild My Church.”   Francis said yes to Christ.  He turned his back on his wealth to embrace a life of simplicity, 
poverty, humility and prayer.  Over the course of 1,000 years, he has inspired millions  to do the same. 

By Sammy Eckrich, Senor Solon HS 
Excerpts taken from her talk given this past 
spring at a Confirmation Sponsor  Retreat (other 
talks : Personal Prayer Life by Lauren Benzing, 
Embracing God’s Word Scripture by Hillary                
Kaefring, & Serving Others by Andrew Barenz.)  

Many  Catholics struggle with accepting 
what Christ teaches through his Church,  
verses their own ideas of truth.  How 
does truth fit into our faith?  Jesus says, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”   
  

In our world, we face two radical per-
spectives of truth.  This first is relativism: 
truth is completely dependent on the 
individual.  My truth may be different 
from yours, but as long as we’re all happy 
and tolerant, who cares? The other is 
fundamentalism: a strict set of rules you 
must follow to the letter..   Jesus teaches  
a healthy balance.  First Jesus showed his 
immense mercy and love, to the woman 
at the well,  when he forgave her, but  he 

also told her not to sin anymore. 
  

As Catholic teens, what holds us back from 
seeking truth?  One is the media which is 
constantly sending warped messages that 
often completely contradict Christ and the 
teachings of his church.   Another obstacle 
for teens is our very own friends.   Instead  
of becoming what we think our friends 
want us to be, let’s become what God 
wants us to be.  This doesn’t mean you 
can’t be friends with people of other faiths 
or no faith, but friends should help you 
deepen your faith, not lose it. 
  

One of the most valuable ways to find truth 
is through prayer.  God is waiting to gift us 
with understanding and discernment if we 
only ask.    Another resource is “reliable 
authorities:” parents, church leaders, or 
upper classman who take their faith seri-
ously.  Thirdly is the Bible.  God’s Word 
contains almost everything one needs to 
know about life.  Lastly is research. Jesus 
promised to send the Holy Spirit to keep his 

Church in truth—so find out what his 
Church teaches.   I would not be where 
I am today in my faith without the 
awesome Christian books I’ve read.   
If you believe Jesus is God and your 
savior, then you have to learn to trust 
him and his word, which promises a life 
of joy, peace, and happiness. Then, 
Jesus calls us all to be witnesses and 
spread his message.  This can be as: 
dropping bad habits like gossiping, un-
necessary drama, judging, cussing, or 
inappropriate actions.  Proclaiming 
God’s truth conflicts with the world’s 
message that we must be silent, but 
we have to remember that it’s really 
the devil that desires our silence and 
apathy.  He makes quite a noise on his 
own, so let’s be warriors for Christ and 
be even louder.  
 

Seeking Truth 

Pope Benedict draws 1.5 million young people to 
Madrid, Spain for World Youth Day 2011 

From Pope Benedict’s homily on August 21, to  world’s youth: 
Dear Young people, Jesus is asking you the same question he 
asked his apostles, “Who do you say that I am?  Respond to him 
with generosity and courage, as befits young hearts like your 
own. Say to him:  “Jesus, I know that you are the Son of God, 
who has given your life for me.  I want to follow you faithfully  
  and to be led by your word.  You know me, and 
  you  love me.  I place my trust in you, and I put 
my whole life into your hands.  I want you to be the power that 

strengthens me and the joy which never leaves me.  But let me 
also remind you that following Jesus in faith means walking at 
his side in the communion of the Church.  We cannot follow Jesus 
on our own.  Anyone who would be tempted to do so “on his 
own” will risk never truly encountering Jesus.  Growing in friend-
ship with Christ means joyful participation in the life of your par-
ishes.  Friendship with Jesus will also lead you to bear witness to 
the faith wherever you are, even when met with rejection or in-
difference. The world needs the witness of your faith; it surely 
needs God. 
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http://www.zenit.org/article-33232?l=english
http://www.zenit.org/article-33232?l=english


Solon HS Jazz & Dinner Fundraiser,   
attended each year by 220+ people 
 

Daily closing prayer at VBS 
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Parish Hall & Retreat Center 

Coming Up 

Welcome Renee Gleason, new Hall Manager 
Recently I accepted the position of St. Mary’s Hall Manager.  
Judy Shulista did a great job serving  in this position for the 
past several years.  Responsibilities for this job  include over-
seeing the use of the hall’s lower and upper levels, kitchen 
areas; and meeting with current and potential clients. 
I was surprised by how many events take place here: break-
fasts, wedding receptions, family reunions, scouting & school 
events, bridal & baby showers, and many church events 
I hope to help promote greater usage of the hall for activi-
ties. I am excited to show couples what a great venue we have to help them cele-
brate their special day. I want our community to know we have a fantastic place 

to hold banquets, meetings, reunions, 
retreats, dances etc. 
I hope everyone will help me spread 
the word about what a wonderful  
facility we have to offer. 

 

August Open House reception 
in Parish Retreat Center- 

newly completed lower level. 

September 
11  Knights of Columbus breakfast, serving  8:00am-noon 
12  Parish Council Meeting at 6:30 
13 Baptism Class for parents with 1st child being baptized  
17 & 18 Eucharistic Ministers Meeting following 5pm & 10:30 Masses 
25 Harvest Festival serving dinner from 11:00-1:30 
28  First night of Faith Formation Classes 
Sign up for a “Living the Mass” small group study  

 
October 
1 & 2   Lector meeting following 5pm & 10:30 Masses 
2 Blessing of Pets at 1pm in Parish parking lot 
8 & 9   Greeters & Ushers Meeting following 5pm & 10:30 Masses 
12  Servers Meeting 6:30-7:40 in the church  
23  High School Youth Rally 
24  Blood Drive—St. Mary’s Hall 

2010 Blessing of the Pets 
One of the gifts God gave to St. Francis of Assisi was his ability 
to see all of creation as reminders of God’s goodness.  Francis’ 
“Canticle of Creation” is the basis of the beautiful hymn we 
sing in church “All Creatures of our God and King.”  In the spirit 
of Saint Francis, we will again have a special BLESSING OF PETS 
on Sunday, October 2 at 1pm in the church parking lot.  

Hansen/Messenger Wedding 

Eastern Iowa Brass Band Concert 
 

Cub Scouts & their families at the annual Pinewood Derby Races  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marriages                          
Congratulations on                       
your life together 
 
 

Scott Kerkhoff and Teri Kusel  Feb 26, 2011 
William Himmelsbach & Rebecca Reynolds   March 13, 2011 
Kyle Hansen and Sheri Messinger June 11, 2011 
Steven Kurt and Sara Bartlett  June 25, 2011 
Paul Merrick and Angela Meng July 2, 2011 
Marcus Hall and Kaitlin Wilkinson Aug 5, 2011 

 
Deaths  We pray for and remember 
 

Clarence Zenisek  Feb. 3, 2011 
Luella TePoel  March 12, 2011 
Richard Divoky  March 27, 2011 
Jack Hilsenbeck  June 3, 2011 
Earl Miller  June 26, 2011  
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New Arrival in 
Your  home? 

Baptism classes for families      

with young children are       

in September, January and April, 

call the parish to register. For children, 

teens , or adults interested in joining the 

church, please contact Fr. Jim at 624-2228  

to inquire about the process for joining. 

Joining the Church 

Please call or email the parish office 

so our Family Life Commission can 

make arrangements for meals to be 

delivered to your home.  624-2228  

solonstmary@diodav.org 

   

Baptisms We welcome you with great joy! 
Elliotte Debrorah Guard Jan. 1, 2011 Shannon Guard 
Mailee Linn Schmidt Jan 9, 2011 Patrick and Shanna Schmidt 
Harper Lane Ressler Jan 29, 2011 Christopher and Courtney Ressler 
Tanner Allen Miller  Feb. 6, 2011 Jeff and Angie Miller 
Kinnick Ernest Pusteoska Feb 6, 2011 Douglas and Kylee Pusteoska 
Bentley Marie Mahoney Feb 6, 2011 Keith and Angela Mahoney 
Hunter Charles Hahn Feb 12, 2011 Kenneth and Shary Hahn 
Landry Peter Hahn  Feb 12, 2011 Kenneth and Shary Hahn 
Violet Rose Houtakker Feb 20, 2011 Brian and Gina Houtakker 
Taylor Ashley Dee  May 8, 2011 Thomas and Stephanie Dee 
Sydney Isabella Dee May 8, 2011 Thomas and Stephanie Dee 
Brian James Cupp  April 23, 2011 Ernie and Lois Cupp 
Chandra Maia Wojno April 23, 2011 Roy and Linda Johnson 
Gage Marty  April 23, 2011 David and Amber Marty 
Gabrielle Marty  April 23, 2011 David and Amber Marty 
Doninic Adrian Wojno May 29, 2011 Christopher and Chandra Wojno 
Conner Kenneth Mahney June 26, 2011 Kyle and Tammy Mahoney  
Nathan Irving Parizek July 17, 2011 Steven and Julie Parizek 
Daniel Jerome Parizek July 17, 2011 Steven and Julie Parizek  
Aiden James Olson             July 23, 2011 Mitch Olson & Brittany Danielson 
James Austin Bigelow July 31, 2011 Quintin and Nicole Bigelow 

Kyle & Sheri Hansen 


