
1 
 

4th Sunday of Lent Year A St Pats 

I would like to start by saying hello to everyone.  I hope you have been able to watch 

the videos that our parish and several other parishes have been making available to 

help us stay connected.  I pray that you are safe and well, and that we will be back 

together, in person, soon!  It’s kind of ironic; I usually get a little nervous and excited 

about standing up to preach in front of a church full of people, but this weekend I was 

supposed to stand up in front of an empty church and preach to a camera at St. Pat’s, 

but even that did not happen.  Who would have ever thought we would come to this?  It 

is a sad day when we can’t gather together as a community to break bread in our holy 

and beautiful church. 

The first weekend of Lent, just before the Coronavirus interrupted our lives so 

drastically, my wife Sally and I went on a retreat, a Lenten retreat, at New Melleray 

Abby, and the theme of the retreat was ‘Abide and Go’, taken from Jesus’ Last Supper 

discourse from John’s Gospel, where Jesus tells his disciples that they must abide in 

him, or remain in him, because he is sending them out into the world where they will 

suffer persecution and many trials because of his name. 

One of the main things I brought home from this retreat was the importance of being 

part of a faith community when it comes to abiding in Jesus.  We need the support of 

each other, especially when our faith is tested.  Most communities form around a 

common love, like this parish is formed around the love that each of us has for Jesus, 

and while that love is very personal and intimate, it is not meant to be private.  We 

need to see it, or witness it, in each other.  It builds us all up. 

Jesus demonstrated this need for community first; by being in community with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, by abiding in them, and second; by living in community with 

his disciples. 

The man born blind in today’s Gospel had no community.  He was not only an outcast 

from society, but also from any religious practice.  He would not even have been 

allowed to enter the synagogue.  I think we are being given a taste of what that must 

have felt like.   So, when Jesus sent him to wash in the Pool of Siloam, in many ways, 

it was like sending him to his baptism.  In Baptism we become members of the Church 

community. 

And, if we think about it, when the man born blind washed the clay off his eyes in the 

waters of Siloam, his blindness was washed away, along with the stigma of being a 

sinner.  In the waters of baptism, our sins are washed away.   
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Opening his eyes was like opening his soul for the Holy Spirit to rush upon him, like the 

Spirit rushed upon David, and like the Holy Spirit rushes upon us in Baptism. 

We witness the faith of this man who was born blind grow right here in this Gospel.  

First he believes that it was the man Jesus who cured him, then that Jesus was a 

prophet, then that Jesus was from God, and finally that Jesus is God, and he 

worshipped him.  And the man who was born blind becomes part of the community of 

Jesus’ disciples. 

It seems ironic, or maybe even diabolical, that during this holy season of Lent we are 

not able to attend Mass and receive Holy Communion; that going to Confession is 

made very difficult; that even Eucharistic Adoration is limited.  And this weekend was 

supposed to be the 2nd Scrutiny for those who would be baptized at the Easter Vigil. 

But, we have all heard that out of every bad or difficult situation, the Lord can bring out 

something good.  So, we are learning new ways of being a community, of abiding in 

Christ and each other, even with ‘Social Distancing’.  With the hording that we have all 

witnessed, we are given new opportunities to help our neighbors in need.  Maybe we 

will have a new Corporal Work of Mercy; ‘I was out of toilet paper and hand sanitizer 

and you shared with me’. Our lives have slowed down a little, maybe a lot.  We’ve 

been able to find a little more quiet time, a little more time for prayer.  We’ve had more 

opportunities to pray as a family and to view the Mass online.   Thank you Father 

Charles and Chuck and everyone who is helping to make that happen.  We all 

appreciate your efforts! 

And maybe our eyes have been opened, for we’ve been reminded of how vulnerable 

we are; that we are not in control, and that our only peace is found in our faith in Jesus 

Christ.  When the man who had been born blind was thrown out and rejected by the 

Pharisees, Jesus found him.  Jesus went to where the man was and they spoke to 

each other heart to heart.  That’s real prayer. 

Jesus will find us in all this confusion.  He will meet us where we are, so that we can 

abide in him and he can abide in us, and we will continue to be a community of 

disciples formed around our love for Jesus Christ; Our Lord and our God. 

May Almighty God bless you and keep you safe and healthy, and may we worship Him 

together, in person, as a parish community soon. 

Dcn Mitch 


