
  SUNDAY MASSES 
 
 

Saturday           5:00 PM 
Sunday          8:30 AM  
Sunday         10:30 AM 
Live Stream Offered @ www.facebook/stmarysolonia 

 

ADORATION 

 

Monday                             6 PM - 9:30 PM 
Friday (Rosary/Adoration)  9 AM - Noon 
 
 

CONFESSION 
 

Monday  5:00 PM to 6:45 PM 
By Appointment   319-624-2228 

DAILY MASSES  

 

Monday - Wednesday         9:00 AM 
(Stream Available) 
Thursday @ Solon Care Center 9:30 AM  

DECEMBER 7,  2025 |  2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Mary! 
 If you are new to our community and not yet 

registered, we invite you to call or stop by the 
Parish Office. Forms can be found on our 
website: www.solonstmary.org 

 

 OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
  

        PASTOR: Rev. Charles Fladung                              

  Email: fladungc@diodav.org 

  Deacon David Krob  

 Email: krobd@diodav.org                                   

  Deacon Mitch Holte    

  Email: holtem@diodav.org 
 

     Office Manager: Nichole Wander 
     solonstmary@diodav.org 
 

     DRE/SEC: Erin  Guthrie 
     solonstmarydre@diodav.org 
 

     Music Ministry: Cary Brock 
     solonstmarymusic@diodav.org 
 

     Youth Ministry: Jerrod Hilton 
     solonstmaryym@diodav.org 

Every Parishioner's Involvement Counts  

1749 Racine Ave NE  |  Solon, Iowa 52333  |  319-624-2228  |  www.solonstmary.org 

Parish Mission:  
Come to know, love and serve God by knowing, loving and serving our neighbors through the Divine Mercy of Jesus Christ. 

Parish Vision:  
To be a Christ centered sacramental parish community, forming intentional disciples while nurturing personal relationships with Jesus. 



St. Mary Catholic Church | Page 2  |  www.solonstmary.org 

Diaconate Discernment Day—Dec 13 

Holy Day of Obligation 
December 8 | 9am Mass | 6:30pm Mass 

The Solon Senior Transport Program is seeking more volunteer 
driver to transport seniors to and from medical appointments in 
area cities. Please call 319-360-3279 or email: 
CJensen2904@gmail.com 

Transport Volunteers Needed 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 

SCRIPTURE 
 

Dec. 7, 2025 | Second Sunday of Advent  
Matthew 3:1-12 

This week we hear that John the Baptist is out in the wil-
derness eating “locusts and wild honey” (Mark 1:6). It’s not 
just a strange historical detail. It’s a symbolic expression of 
a healthy spiritual diet. The path to Christ includes both the 
hard and the beautiful, the gritty and the sweet. We have to 
learn to gulp the locusts and savor the honey. 

I remember working with a young couple preparing for 
marriage. They were sincere, but raw — barely beginning 
to discover faith. Part of me wanted to rush them ahead, to 
fill in all the gaps, to bombard them with scripture and 
church documents. I swallowed that instinct. It was like 
eating locusts. 

But I also recall them light up as they spoke about each oth-
er, about their first child, then their second. And they want-
ed to be close to God. Something innocent and beautiful 
was unfolding. That was the honey. I knew God was asking 
me to savor it. 

This Advent, maybe we’re each being invited to accept 
both locusts and honey. Maybe it’s time to stop avoiding 
the difficult parts of faith — prayer that feels dry, the call to 
repentance, the patience with the troublesome. It’s time to 
eat some locusts. 

But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives us: a 
peaceful moment, a good conversation, the joy of serving 
someone else, new life, good intentions of our friends. 
That’s the honey. Savor it! 

John didn’t avoid either. He took it all in. And so can we. 
What are your locusts? Your honey? If we let God feed us 
with both, we’ll be ready — really ready — for the coming 
of Christ. 

— Father John Muir   ©LP 

Advent is a time of expectation, anticipation, and preparation.  In 
many ways, our whole Christian life is an advent, a continual 
journey of preparing our hearts for the promise of eternal life.  
During this day of reflection, prayer and conversation, ask your-
self: How might God be calling you to a diaconal life of service? 
   

All married men are invited to the Diocese’s Diaconate Discern-
ment Day on Saturday, December 13 from 8am to 12:30pm at the 
Chancery in Davenport (780 W Central Park Ave, Davenport IA 
52804).   
 

You are invted to come with your spouse since discernment is a 
shared journey.  We will begin in prayer, explore what a call to 
the diaconate may look like through the prayerful lens of the Ad-
vent season and conclude with lunch. 
If you feel even the slightest stirring toward diaconal service ro 
simply want to learn more, this day is for you.   
Please RSVP to Dcn Jeff Shuetzle if you plan to attend: 
schuetzle@davenportdiocese.org 



When offering by form of check for multiple causes, please include  
separate checks for each cause to help with accounting purposes. 

Online Giving 

NEXT BAPTISMAL CLASS 
Sunday, December 7 | 1pm - 4pm 

The next baptismal class for all families wishing to 
baptize their child(ren), will be on Sunday, December 7 
from 1pm—4pm.  Registration for the baptismal class 

can be completed on the St. Mary website: 

www.solonstmary.org/baptism 
 

Click the link located on the homepage.  Questions?  
Contact Erin Guthrie at 319-624-2228 or 

solonstmarydre@diodav.org 
 

*Please note: Contact the office at least 4 weeks in 
advance to schedule a baptism* 

Weekly Offering 

Dec 10 Money Counters: 
*Cheryl, Donna, Wayne 

November 22, 2025 - November 28, 2025 
 Online Giving    $   752.60 
 Weekly Collection    $   4,034.00  
 Building Collection   $   760.00 
 Retired Religious   $   20.00 

 Campaign for Human Development $   25.00 
 Christmas Flowers   $   150.00 

Contributions may be made by leaving in 
collection during Mass, online or by sending 
funds by mail to St. Mary with your weekly 

envelope included 
Thank you for your continued support of  St. Mary! 

 

St. Mary is blessed to have another Dickens Dinner put on this 
year by led by Cary and Theresa Brock and volunteers of all ages.  
This is a truly unique event that will put you in the holiday spirit.  
The evening will start off with  hors d'oeuvres followed by a 
seven course meal and accompanied with Christmas Carols sung 
live, fellowship, laughter and joy.  This event is limited to 24 
seats and tickets are $100 per person.  100% of the proceeds will 
be donated to the Faith Formation program along with helping to 
support the Wednesday night meals offered weekly to families 
prior to Faith Formation classes.  To purchase a ticket, please 
contact Nichole in the parish office: 319-624-2228. Due to limited 
space, payment must be made at the time of reserving your ticket.  

It’s hard to believe the Christmas season is already approaching! Parish 
volunteers are beginning preparations for this year’s Live Nativity, and 
we’re inviting parishioners and families to be part of bringing the story of 
Christ’s birth to life.  
Last year, over 400 people visited our first live nativity and got to witness 
a beautiful reminder of faith, hope, and community. This year, we’re 
hoping to make it even more meaningful — but we can’t do it without 
you! Whether you feel called to help as a cast member, work behind the 
scenes, assist with setup or costuming, help care for animals, or simply 
lend a warm smile as a greeter, there’s a role for everyone! 
Say “yes” to be part of something that shares the true 
meaning of Christmas with our parish and community. After 
all, many hands make light work! Volunteer forms are 
available in the gathering space or by following the QR code: 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=hors+d%27oeuvres&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1017US1019&oq=hor+dourves&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyDwgAEEUYORiDARixAxiABDIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABDIHCAgQABiABDIHCAkQABiABNIBCDI1NzRqMGo3qAIA


ST. MARY L.I.F.T.  
MEETINGS 

(Ladies In Fellowship Together)  
 

1st Tuesday of Each Month: 
Needlework  

(All skill levels welcome!) 
Next Mtg: January 6 
1 pm | Parish Library 

 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of Each 
Month:  

Cards/Games 
Next Mtgs:  Dec 9 & Dec 23 

1 pm | Parish Library 
 

EVERY Friday: Join for 
The Rosary & Adoration 
9am - 10am | Sanctuary 

Perfect place to shop for Gifts fit for  
any and all occasions! 

St. Monica’s Tears 
 

1st Saturday each Month 
 

8am | Sanctuary  
 

All are welcome to join 
to pray for the return of 
those who have turned 
away from the church. 

 Monthly KC Food 
Drives 

Bring non-perishable food 
items and supplies to Mass 

the first full weekend of each 
month to help support the 

Solon Food Pantry, helping 
those in need. 

532 North Dodge Street | Iowa City, IA 52245 

Hours: TUESDAY - SATURDAY 11AM - 4PM 

Closed Monday and Sunday 

319-337-6893 | mustardseediowa@gmail.com 

SATURDAYS @ 
6:30AM 

 

SUNDAYS @ 7AM 

Monday, December 8 
Holy Day of Obligation: 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  9:00 am Mass 

  6:30 pm Mass (Adoration to follow until 9:30pm) 

  NO Confessions 
    

 Tuesday, December 9 
  9:00 am Mass 

  1:00 pm LIFT Meeting in Library (Cards)  
    

 Wednesday, December 10 
  9:00 am Mass 

  5:45 pm - 6:20 pm Wed Night Family Meal 
  6:30 pm  Faith Formation K-9th/Youth Group 

  6:30 pm OCIA Class - Meet in Choir Room 
   

 Thursday, December 11 
  9:30 am Mass @ Solon Care  Center  
  3:00 pm - 6:00 pm KC Blood Drive  
   

 Friday, December 12 
  9am - Noon Rosary/Adoration 
    

 Saturday, December 13 
  6:30 am Fisher’s of Men 

  5:00 pm Mass 
   

 Sunday, December 14 

  7:00 am Fishers of Men Prayer Group 

  8:30 am Mass 

  10:30 am Mass 

   6:30 pm Dicken’s Dinner—to purchase tickets, 
                   call the parish office: 319-624-2228 
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Parishioners and guests are invited to stay for coffee and 
fellowship each Wednesday following Daily Mass.  Stay 
as little or as long as you day allows!   

The Mustard Seed 

St. Mary’s Online Parish Directory is now available.  If you 
did not receive an email invite with access to the directory, 
please contact the parish office.  Access to the directory will 
allow you to view all registered families in St. Mary as well 
as update your family photo and contact information.   
 

To opt in for parish text alerts, please text "START" to 
18888057532 *Phone number must be included in your 
parish profile to receive text messages.  

 

Solon Senior Support Group Weekly Activities 
  

Thursdays Senior Social | 9am-11am | Community Center 313 Iowa Street 
Coffee, treats, indoor walking, conversation and crafts 

Friday Free Lunch | Last Friday of the Month| Solon Methodist Church 122 N West Street 
Monday Matinee | First Monday of the Month | Afternoon Movie @ Community Center 

Parish Calendar 

Wednesday Morning Fellowship Group 

Online Directory & Parish Text Messages 

Veteran’s Breakfast - December 7 

Due to the remodeling of the Solon Legion, the Solon Legion Auxiliary 
will sponsor their annual Veteran’s Breakfast on December 7th.  The 
breakfast will be held from 8am to Noon.  The cost will be FREE to all 
veterans and their spouses, $12 for adults, $6 for children 5-12 years, 
and free to children under the age of 5.  This breakfast is open to the 
public! Menu: scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, has browns, breakfast 
casserole, biscuits & gravy, pancakes, coffee, orange juice and milk. 



Parish Information Mass Intentions  

The bulletin submission deadline will be Monday at noon prior to the next 

weekend’s publication. Submit articles to solonstmary@diodav.org 

Patronize Our Bulletin Advertisers 

The bulletin is provided to St. Mary free of charge thanks to the business-
es that advertise. Please consider those who advertise first when shopping 

for goods and services. 

Parish Council:  
Director - Geri Kohlhaas (515-890-9912 ) 
Director - Mark Prentice (markmlp@southslope.net) 
President - Cathy DeValk 
Vice President - Theresa Bonnema 
Recording Secretary - Chris Bruck 
Council Members - Mark Sovers,Terry Rasmussen, Joe Wilkinson, Jamie 
Zearley (alternate) 
Finance Council: Adam Stahle (Chair), Cheryl Krob (Secretary), Mark Pattison, 
Ron Holubar  
Faith Formation: For information regarding Religious Education for your school 
aged child, contact Erin Guthrie, DRE, at 319-624-2228 or 
solonstmarydre@diodav.org 
Youth Ministry: Faith Formation is offered following Confirmation through 
senior year by youth group meetings. Please contact Jerrod Hilton, at 319-624-
2228 | solonstmaryym@diodav.org for more information on Youth Group. 
Holy Anointing: Do not hesitate to call the parish office in case of serious 
illness/injury. 
Home Bound Ministry: If you are in need of having Holy Communion brought 
to your home or to a loved one, or if you are interested in helping with this 
ministry, please contact Nancy Upmeyer (Parish Nurse) 319-331-1553 
Baptism: Parents having a child baptized at St. Maryôs are asked to register for 
the Baptism Preparation Program before scheduling the Baptism. Visit 
solonstmary.org to register for Baptism Prep. 
Marriage: Preparations must be made at least 6 months in advance of the 
marriage date. No Weddings are scheduled during Lent. 
Culture of Life:  Promotes Natural Family Planning (NFP) education through 
grants, scholarships and reproductive health resources.  For more information 
go to http://www.solonstmary.org/culture-of-life.html or email 
colsolonstmary@gmail.com.  
Liturgy Commission: If you would like to be part of Mass by offering your time 
to serve during liturgy, please contact Bob Upmeyer, head of the Liturgy 
Commission, to discuss areas of interest in serving. 
Music Ministry: There are many ways to be involved in music ministry at St. 
Mary. For more information contact Cary Brock, director of music ministry, 
at solonstmarymusic@diodav.org or 319-624-2228. 
Knights of Columbus: All adult males are invited to get involved with Knights 
of Columbus.  This group meets regularly to pray and raise funds for various 
groups throughout the year. Please contact Al Wieskamp with any questions: 
woodarch6652@gmail.com | 605-254-4720 
Helping Hands: To be part of a parish group that offers fellowship, coordinates 
special receptions throughout the year and plans fundraisers please contact 
Maryanne Harney (marianne.harney@foriowa.org) to see what Helping 
Hands has to offer. 
Social Action: St. Maryôs Social Action committee offers many opportunities to 
offer ministry and outreach.  Please contact the parish office for more 
information.  
Prayer Line: If you want to be part of the prayer line or need prayers, please 
call the parish office or email solonstmary@diodav.org 
Parish Nurse: Nancy Upmeyer serves as our parish nurse and is available to 
help those who have questions or concerns regarding general health concerns 
or lining up home care equipment if needed.  Please contact her at 319-331-
1553 if needed. 
Meals for Moms - Expecting a new arrival?: Please call the parish office 
when your baby arrives, so we can arrange for meals to be delivered. 
St. Mary Cemetery: Parishioners and family members seeking information 
about burial plots, contact the Mark Haight -  319-521-2544. 
Parish Hall Rental / Event Scheduling: Please call the parish office with your 
request to use the St. Mary Parish Hall.  
319-624-2228 or solonstmary@diodav.org 
To Report Child Abuse: Contact Iowa Department of Human Services Child 
Abuse Hotline: 1-800-362-2178 and if it involves clergy or church personnel, 
also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance Coordinator 563-349-5002; 
vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722. 

(2 Week Notice Required to Schedule Mass Intentions) 

Mon. 8 9:00 am   Jack Coady, Don Stukerjurgen 
Mon.  8 6:30 pm   Mydge & Duane Krob 

Tues 9 9:00 am   Richard Higgins 

Wed. 10 9:00 am   Jim Meyer  
Thurs. 11 9:30 am   Harold & Dorothy Greiner@SCC 
Fri. 12 9:00 am   Rosary & Adoration 
Sat. 13 5:00 pm   Eileen Leland, Fr. Phil Schmitt, 
       Thelma Kruse, Maury Miller 
         Katie Carmody-Yanacheak 
Sun. 14 8:30 am   Joyce Koffron 

Sun. 14 10:30 am William Leonard 

Liturgical Ministry Schedule 

Saturday, Dec 13, 5:00 p.m. Mass * Sub is requested 

Altar Server     D., L. Clark, A. Randall 

Lector      M. McLaughlin (1), W. Ahern (2) 

Eucharistic      S. Clark, A. Rnadall 

   Ministers     P. Steinbrech, S. Ahern 

Greeters     A. Kaefring, M. Bretz 

Ushers               S. McLaughlin, B. Wieland 

      J. Luedtka, R. Hugeback 

Sacristan            D. Ritchie 

Musician/Cantor Ca. Brock / S. Drea 
 

Sunday, Dec 14, 8:30 a.m. Mass  

Altar Server     W., Z. Nitcher, K. Ridout 

Lector      A. Jedlicka (1), T. Krob (2) 

Eucharistic      S. McCarville-Jennerjohn,L. Pisarik 

   Ministers     J. Steinbrech, M. Bradford 

Greeters     D. Klouda, D. Siddell 

Ushers               N. Jedlicka, D. Klouda 

      D & M. Erenberger 

Sacristan            T. Stout 

Musician/Cantor P. Cummings / A. Wutke 
 

Saturday, Dec 14, 10:30 a.m. Mass  

Altar Server     T. Bonnema, M. Norman, P. Shady 

Lector      J. Maiers (1), A. Bonnema (2) 

Eucharistic      T. Bonnema, T. Brock 

   Ministers     K. Haluska, R. Myers 

Greeters     D. Krafka, S. Sprague 

Ushers               K. Stahle, A. Wieskamp 

      D. Myers. P. Schmidt 

Sacristan            J. Maiers 

Musician/Cantor Ca. Brock / J. & C. Finnegan 

Join the St. Mary Choir!   
 

New members are always welcome!  
For more information, please 

contact Cary Brock: 
 

solonstmarymusic@diodav.org 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

http://www.solonstmary.org/culture-of-life.html
mailto:colsolonstmary@gmail.com
mailto:Woodarch6652@gmail.com



