
  
“...the seed is the word     

of God sown in our hearts. 
The field of faith, is your 

own heart, it is your life. 
    

It is your life that Jesus 
wants to enter with his 

word, with his presence. 
 

Please, let Christ and his 
word enter your life,      

blossom and grow.” 

Pope Francis 
July 2013 

 

God places the heart of a child into the hands of the parents.  God entrusts them with the spiritual 
care of the child’s heart, allowing his Son’s presence to enter, so it may grow and bear good fruit. 
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CHANGESCHANGES for K-12th grade REL ED this fall 
See Inside for Details 

A Note from Fr. Tim 
Dear Parents of K-12 Families: 
 

I look forward to these coming months and meeting more 
and more of the families in our parish. As your shepherd,   
I will work with you in leading your children to a life in 
Christ.  Sharing with children Jesus’ great love for them 
and his desire to be a part of their lives through the   
Eucharist, has been one of the greatest joys throughout 
my 38 years of priesthood. 
 

Please put coming to Mass above everything else in your 
lives.  If you have been away for a while – please come 
back to the Table of the Lord, where Jesus awaits you and 
your family.    His great love, mercy and strength can trans-
form marriages and families.  It gives marriages, families 
and children the deepest of faith roots to withstand life’s 
storms. 

Pope Francis warns Christians of the great danger of com-
placent hearts and blunted consciences.  Our lives can so 
easily get caught up in our own interests and concerns and 
then there is no longer room for others, God’s voice is no 
longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt and 
the desire to do good fades.  I’ve watched many marriages 
and lives of young people fall prey to this. They end up 
resentful, angry and listless.  This is not God’s will for us! 
 
I encourage you to embrace our new religious education 
opportunities here at St. Marys.   Trust, have patience in 
the process and journey.  Just try it.  Together, let us say 
yes to living the good news of Jesus, because no one is 
excluded from the Joy of living in friendship with Jesus 
Christ.  God Bless You and Your Families!! 
Fr. Tim 



Our Parish’s Response   
In December of 2013, we began thinking about 
how we could respond to Pope Francis requests   
to our parish in  “The Joy of the Gospel.”   

 

How could we lead all parishioners to a renewed 
personal encounter with Christ… especially to 
those “living without the strength, light &        
consolation born of a friendship with Him?”  
 
In January of 2014, we began sharing with our     
K-12th grade catechists ideas for a new parish 
ministry model (found within this handout), with 
the full support and encouragement of  Fr. Jim.  
We then put things on hold until we could begin 
meeting with Fr. Tim earlier this summer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To All Christians: 
“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this        

moment, to a renewed personal encounter with   
Jesus Christ, I ask you do this unfailingly each day.   

No one should think that this invitation              
is not meant for him or her  

Now is the time to say: “Lord, I’ve shunned 
your love, I renew my covenant with you.”  

God never tires of forgiving us; we are the    
ones who tire of seeking his mercy.” 

In November of 2013, Pope Francis  
gave us a document called  

The Joy of the Gospel  
 

Within it he presented an  
invitation to  A l l  Ch r i s t i an s   

and a challenge to A l l  Pa r i s h es  

Why Change? 

To All Parishes: 
“The parish is not an outdated institution, 
precisely because it possess great flexibility,           
depending on the openness and missionary         
creativity of the pastor and the community.   

 abandon the complacent attitude that says:           
‘We have always done it this way.’   

 be bold and creative in rethinking the goals, 
structures and methods in your community   

 apply theses guidelines generously and          
courageously, without inhibitions or fear.”  

Why Change? 
 
The changes within these pages are a          
response to Pope Francis’ plea to parishes; 
along with the desires of our parents for:  

 

 Stronger Parent-Child Relationships 

 A Family Centered on a Life in Christ 

 A Stronger Personal Friendship with Christ 

 A Marriage rooted in Christ’s Selfless Love 

 Tools to Share & Pass Faith to My Children 

 Ways to Pray & Serve with My Children 

 Deeper Faith Roots for Our Teens 



Each has the responsibility to live out his/her own Baptismal Calling to a life in Christ. 
And to the Promises made at their Child’s Baptism, to form him/her for a life in Christ 

Helping children  
encounter                 

Jesus Christ 
 

 

Parents and godparents, this 
light is entrusted to you to be 

kept burning brightly. This 
child of yours has been 
enlightened by Christ.  

 

You have asked to have your child baptized.  In 
doing so you are accepting the responsibility of 
training him/her in the practice of the faith.        
It will be your duty to bring her/him up to keep 
God’s commandments as Christ taught us,        
by loving God and our neighbor.  Do you clearly   
understand what you are undertaking? 

A renewed personal 
encounter with         
Jesus Christ 
 

Being Christian is not the result of 
an ethical choice or a lofty idea, 
but the encounter with an event, 
a person, which gives life a new 
horizon and a decisive  direction. 
 
 

 

We all need to discover more deeply our vocation 
to live the Gospel teachings, to put others first and 
seek the last place, to be close to Jesus who came 
to serve and not to be served.  Love and justice 
must motivate us to work for a transformation of 
our own heart so that we can transform the world 
around us. This is the message of Pope Francis. 
 

What are the changes? 
See following pages for full description, of faith formation centered on the family 

 

  K-4 Grades 
Family Faith Gatherings: Instead of meeting on 

Wednesdays in a “class,” K-4th graders and their 
parents will meet for one hour on the second 
Sunday of the month, September–April.  
 

“Journey with Jesus”: To support parents in the 

formation of their children, ALL Masses will offer     
Children’s Liturgy of the Word for K-4 grade.  

 

  5-6-7 Grades 
Small Faith Communities: On Wednesdays,  5-7th  
will meet in small peer groups in the fall;     
and at times in winter/spring with parents  

  8-9 Grades 
Confirmation Preparation: Meet on Wednesdays: 

9th graders will be confirmed in January.  8th grade will 
begin the  Confirmation process and be confirmed Fall, 
2015. This will continue so that 9th grade is confirmed 
in the fall and can join their high school peers.  

Parents are encouraged to join their 8 or 9th 
grader for the Confirmation Classes, as their 
schedules allow. 

 

  10-12 Grades 
Youth Group: Meet weekly on Wednesdays.  One 

Wednesday per Month, 9-12th have “Life Night” 
with speakers, music & adoration in the church.       
Additional small faith communities will be offered. 

Let’s work together to build God’s Kingdom.  First in our own hearts; then in our children’s hearts 



 

 

 K-4 Grade 

Nobody grows up wanting to lead 
a meaningless or unsatisfying life.  
No one yearns to lack any sense 
of a destiny or purpose.  God has 
a dream for each of our lives.  
This book will help parents with 
practical, real life tips to allow 
these nine fruit to grow in their 
own lives.  God wants these fruit 
to abound in all or our lives—
leading both adults and kids to 
become who God destined, 
dreamt of when he created us. 

So often, going to Mass         
becomes a weekly event that 
begins and ends at the church 
door.  Jesus call us to go and live 
his Word.  This small weekly 
guide will help parents share 
what Jesus is telling us in the 
Gospel each week.  The ques-
tions & conversation starters 
will help spark conversations on 
the way to and from Mass. As 
well as a practice or practical 
way on how the family can live 
out Jesus’ teaching each week. 

For Our K-4th Grade Families: 

At our September Family Faith Gathering, you will be given a copy of each: 
 

Tending the soil, the faith, the souls of our kids: 

What kind of family do we want to be? 

What kinds of things do we want to accomplish?  

What are the values we want to raise our kids with? 

What role does Christ play in our family? 

What are our family’s highest priorities? How do we spend our time? 

*Parents: Many share how busy life is 
and that there is no time to be at home 
together.  Now that we are meeting on 
eight Sundays, please keep Wednesday 
night free from activities for your K-4th 

graders to be home. Pope Francis often 
asks parents:  “Tell me, do you play 
with your kids?  We are losing this 
knowledge of how to play with our kids.  
Please waste time with your children! 

We all know that families, especially 
young families, are often ‘racing’ from 
one place to another, with lots to do. 
‘Waste time’ with your children, so they 
can realize that love is always free.”  

 

“Dear families, you know very well that                                
the true joy which we experience in the                                
family is not superficial; it does not come                            
from material objects...  
 
The basis of this deep joy is the presence                          
of God in the family and his love,                                     
which is welcoming, merciful, and                                   
respectful towards all. If God’s love                                            
is lacking, the family loses its harmony,                              
self-centeredness prevails and joy fades.”    

Pope Francis 

Meet with their Families, on Eight Sundays 



At each Mass:  
Journey with Jesus  

 

Parents will be given a resource to help their 
kids understand and respond to Jesus’ Word 
in the weekly Gospel.  We will support them 

by  offering a Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word at every Mass.  We are calling      

this time for K-4th graders,             
“Journey with  Jesus.” 

 

Before the Liturgy of the Word begins at 
Mass, our K-4th graders will be invited to 

leave us for a short while for their special time 
to “Journey with Jesus”,  to hear and respond 
(at their age level) to Jesus’ Gospel message.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Word LITURGY means  
“the work of the people” 

Each week, Jesus calls us to respond to his 
Word in Scripture.   Each week, Jesus calls us 
to be transformed by Him in the Eucharist.   
We do not come and sit passively through 
Mass.  We come with an open heart and mind, 
ready to be transformed. Jesus then sends us 
to transform our marriages, families & those 
our paths cross throughout the week. 

 

K-4th Grade 2014-15 Monthly  

Family Faith Gatherings 
 

WHEN  DO  WE  GATHER: 
K-4th Grade Families are asked to join us for one hour on the 
second  Sunday of the month, September—April, at 9:30 or 
11:30 (following the 8:30 or 10:30 Mass.)  This takes place in 
the parish hall.  (more details on registration form) 

ONLY 5-12th grade will meet on Wednesday nights 

 
WHAT  TO  EXPECT: 
Families sit together; childcare provided if needed. Through    
a variety of activities, families will learn about the monthly 
faith theme. Families will make a plan to grow in that theme 
with resources to help them pray, practice, learn and serve 
together.  While giving their children deep faith roots,         
parents will have the joy of watching their children’s faith 
blossom and bear fruit in their family.  
 

THIS  YEAR’S  FAITH  THEMES: 
In his letter to the Galatians,            
St. Paul described what the life  of    
a Christian looks like. When Christ 
becomes the center of a family:    
behaviors, values, and  priorities will 
change.  Watch the “fruit of the 
spirit”: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control blossom 
in your family!  Not one, but all! 
 

September   LOVE 
October   JOY 
November   PEACE 
December   PATIENCE (Advent – Waiting in Joyful Hope) 
January   KINDNESS 
February   GENEROSITY (Lent – Alms Giving)  
March   FAITHFULNESS  
April   GENTLENESS & SELF-CONTROL  

 

WHY  THIS  CHANGE: 
Yes, many have expressed concern about late nights on 
Wednesday for their young children.  This change was made 
primarily to support parents with the tools they need to share, 
celebrate and live the faith at home. Faith, a life in and for 
Christ, is learned by living it 24/7.   We respect the primacy of 
the parent’s role in passing on our Christian faith. 

A separate mailing will be sent to our 
2nd Grade Families.  The First Com-
munion Masses will be the weekend 

following Easter:  April 11 & 12.  
Each Family chooses which of the 
three Masses works best for them. 

 

 

 
 

2nd Grade Families 
 



 

SOMETHING NEW:   
5-6-7th will continue to meet on Wednesdays, but in “Small Faith Communities”  

  

 Parent-Mentor-Peer Driven Ministry…    Where Faith & Life Cross 
  

 Engaging,  Relevant,  Communal,  Supportive,  High-Energy,  Supports Family 
 

 

As this age enters puberty, peer influence becomes very strong.   
Yet they still have great respect for parents and other adults in their lives. 
During the fall—they will meet in small faith groups of 5/6 girls, 5/6 boys, 7 girls & 7 boys. 
 
 

This model (verses the classroom model) will be more conducive in 
 providing an environment that serves their developmental needs:   

 wanting to be accepted for the unique person they are;  

 a safe place to question & discuss faith beliefs and life issues;  

 to be reflective of what is happening in their lives and how faith in Jesus supports them….  

 as sometimes they are troubled, fearful, or unsure of situations they find themselves in;  

 and to know their ideas are welcomed and need for self-expression is recognized and encouraged. 

 

 
 

  

 

 5-7 Grade 
 

Jesus offers us the possibility of a fulfilled                            
and fruitful life. How?  By talking with him:                      

by prayer, which is our daily conversation                         
with God, who always listens to us.  

 
By the sacraments, which make his life                             
grow within us and conform us to Christ.  

 
By loving one another, learning to listen,                          

to understand, to forgive, to be accepting                          
and to help others, everybody,                                    
with no one excluded or ostracized.  
 

Pope Francis, World Youth Day, 

 
 

Tending the soil, the faith, the souls of our kids: 

We know that no program or textbook can help a young person meet Christ, turn one’s                    
heart to Christ and live in Christ’s love.  Formation for a life in Christ takes place at home.  
We want to provide support for parents by continuing to involve them, but also provide  
support to the young people in the form of small peer groups with adult mentors. 

  

Meet On Wednesdays at 6:30 



 

Fall 2014     
5-7th Grade 

 

 
5-7th graders will meet  
in Small Faith Communities: 
Their small group discussions will center  
on these two books along with reflecting 
on Jesus Word in the Weekly Gospel. 

 

 

With a lot competing for their 
attention, this helps young 
guys understand why God is 
important in everything:  

respecting their parents 

the keys to making right  
choices and decisions 

Choosing & being a friend 

taking school seriously and 
being responsible 

How & why to spend time 
in prayer with God. 

This points them in the right 
direction for becoming who 
God designed them to be. 

5-6 Grade & Parents:  Five Weeks 

When you think of the average middle-schooler, you likely 
you see an average kid who is into movies, the latest tech, 
video games, or sports. Do they simply desire to be enter-
tained, or are they looking for something deeper: a sense of 
purpose, belonging, happiness?  
 

Encounter: Experiencing God in the Everyday is more than a 
Bible study program. It is a life-changing experience that 
speaks directly to the hearts and minds of middle school aged 
kids. It is designed to reveal the story of our faith and God’s 
plan for our lives. They will come to see God not as a distant 
doctrinal concept, but as a loving Father who desires a mean-
ingful and lasting encounter with them. 

7 Grade & Parents:  Five Weeks 
There is little doubt that pre-teens are in an often confusing  
time of quest and discovery, especially with issues concern-
ing their  bodies, their sexuality and their future.  
 

 Who am I? 

 Are there consequences to my actions?   

 What is the difference between love and lust? 

 How do I balance family, friends, school, God, TV,           
internet, texting, music, etc., in my daily life? 

 How can I discern what God is calling me to do with          
my life? 

 How do I deal with bullying, gossip, peer pressure,        
pornography….? 

 Can I live my Catholic faith no matter how I messed  
      up in the past? 

Each week youth and mentors will read & reflect 
on Jesus Word  together, using this resource.            
It helps them develop the habit of prayer, of  
talking with God, by reading and reflecting on  
his Word. This booklet helps them connect the 
message to their lives. 

 

Winter/Spring 2015   

5-7th Grade 
 

Study Groups With Parents- 
Growing In Faith Together  

Giving Youth and Parents a common  
foundation and stronger relationships  

for faith & life discussions 
 

Upbeat and positive, it  
reaches out to girls where 
they're at and addresses 
daily issues that concern 
them, including-- 

 building real friendships 

 talking with parents 

 putting Jesus first 

 handling schoolwork and   
activities 

 deciding how to dress 
And to establish healthy 
guidelines that honor God, 
promote their well-being, and 
get the most from this won-
derful time in their lives. 



SOMETHING NEW:  When schedules allow, we ask parents to join their child. 

CURRENT 9th Graders will be confirmed on Saturday, January 31, 2015 at 5:00 

CURRENT 8th Graders will begin the Confirmation Process & Confirmed in Fall 2015 

 What is Confirmation? 
FIRST—What it is NOT:  It is not some kind of 

graduation from religion classes.  It is not when young    
people accept the faith for themselves.  It is not some     
kind of passage into spiritual adulthood.  

 

THEN, What is it?  It is something that God does—

for a reason.  It is one of the seven ways Jesus gave us to 
enter our souls—for a reason.  2,000 years ago, St. Paul 
describes this sacrament well in his letter to Timothy:   
“I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you 
have through the imposition of my hands.  For God did not 
give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love 
and self-control.  So do not be ashamed of your testimony 
to our Lord...but bear your share of hardship for the gospel 
with the strength that comes form God.  He saved us and 
called us to a holy life. Take as your norm faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus.  Guard this with the help of the holy 
Spirit that dwells within us.” 
 
 

The name of the Confirmation program we use     
reminds us—it is not so much about us choosing 

God, but that God first chose us for a life in his Son.  
 
Teens will come to see how the sacraments, prayer, and dis-
cipleship are the keys to a happy life. Chosen challenges and 
empowers teens to fully embrace a life in Christ. It helps 
them encounter & build a personal relationship with Christ.  
 
Chosen is unlike any program available in the Church today. 
Visually stunning, fast-paced videos were filmed in more 
than fifty locations throughout the U.S. and internationally. It  
features many of the Church’s leading youth experts and 
catechists whose dynamic personalities and passion for the 
faith will both inspire and motivate teens. Many of whom 
our teens have witnessed at the Steubenville Conferences. 

 

 

“I am sure that you want to be good soil,                            

not part-time Christians, not superficial, but real.                                      

I am sure that you don’t want to be duped by                               

a false freedom, always at the beck and call                                       

of momentary fashions and fads.   

 

I know that you are aiming high, at long-

lasting decisions which will make your lives 

meaningful. Jesus is capable of letting you            

do this:  Jesus is “the way, and the truth,                  

and the life.” Let’s trust in him.”   

Pope Francis, World Youth Day, Rio De Janeiro  

 8-9 Grade 

 
 

Tending the soil, the faith, the souls of our kids: 

In a recent study by the National Study on Youth and Religion (an intensive study of thousands of 
teens),  the majority of teenagers named their parents as their number one spiritual influence. 
Parents show their children, by example what it means to be a disciple of the Lord.  A teens' faith 
tends to mimic that of mom and dad.  We involve the parents in this formation process—to give 
you a shared experience and foundation on which to discuss important faith and life issues.    

Meet On Wednesdays at 6:30 



Life Nights for 9-12th Grade: 
 
10-12th grade will meet each Wednesday in the Lower Level. 
 
One Wednesday each month of the coming year, 9th graders will join 
St. Mary’s Youth Group for a new program called “Life Nights.” (which 
takes place during regular youth group time) The purpose of these 
nights is to give youth an opportunity to spend time with Christ in the 
Eucharist. Gathering in the  Church, the nights will start with an exciting 
talk from an outside speaker, 
then move to adoration with 
praise and worship music, and 
close with small group prayer.  
 
 

We are very excited about this 
opportunity and invite our         
9-12th graders to take part in 
these evenings! 

 

 

“When our heart is good soil                                                     
which receives the word of God,                                         
when we try to live as Christians,                                           

we experience something tremendous:   
we are never alone, we are part of a                                    

family of brothers and sisters,                                          
all journeying on the same path:                                            
we are part of the Church;                                    

indeed, we are building up the 
Church and we are making history.”  
Pope Francis, World Youth Day 

 10-12 Grade 

Tending the soil, the faith, the souls of our kids:  
Bring Your Faith Into Conversations:  Studies show that average teenagers spend  about 9 minutes a 
week in meaningful conversation with their parents. Yet they very much desire to talk with their parents. 
It doesn’t have to be forced or awkward. The more natural our faith is in our own daily life, the more 
naturally it comes up in conversations.  We need to share why our friendship with Jesus is important and 
how seeking and living his truth has brought his promise of hope, joy and peace into our lives.  A stagger-
ing number of teens and young adults are walking away from Christ, citing adults as wishy-washy and 
hypocritical in their beliefs and how they live. We need to be better than that for our kids. 
 

Meet On Wednesdays at 6:30 (meals 6:00) 

From Nick Satterlee: 
God has so much in store 
for St. Mary’s youth group 
this coming school year.  
 

It is a time for fun!   
It is a time for community! 
It is a time for Christ!  
 

Wherever you are at in 
your faith, whether you   
are old or new, weak or 
strong, I invite you to give 
an hour to St. Mary’s youth 
group.  We cannot wait to 
see you in the Fall! 



We would love to have your help... 
 

“But as it is, God placed the parts, each one of them, 
in the body as he intended.” 1 Corinthians 12:18 
 

But it does not mean that God is calling you forth at this 
very moment to put those gifts at His service.  It may be 
you are most needed now, to serve faithfully in your              
vocation as parent and spouse, employee and friend.   

 
Training & Resources will be provided.   

Must be compliant with diocesan *Safe Environment Policies 

 
K-4th Family Service Project Team                        
Meet with others interested in coordinating the monthly service   
projects we will invite our young families to participate in.                      
(ie:  Toys for Tots, Easter Baskets for Shelters, Mary’s Meals,  
Kids Against Hunger, Coats for Kids, etc) 

5-7th Grade Mentor Serve as  mentor to a small group of 

boys or girls using resources given, meeting on Wednesdays 
throughout the fall and some part of winter/spring.  Creating an 
environment of mutual trust and respect.  Have ability to listen, 
to challenge and encourage them to go outside their comfort 
zone, to help them explore options to solving problems.   

Journey With Jesus (Children’s Liturgy of the Word)          

Let us know which Mass you usually attend, and you will be  
assigned to lead a session approximately one Mass each month, 
leading kids out for this part of the Mass.   

 

9-12th Grade Meal Coordinator  Each Wednesday,      

a team of parents to provides a meal for this group.  We need 
someone to schedule  parents (ie sign-up genius)  
 

8 & 9th Grade Catechists  Provide leadership for the 

Chosen Confirmation program—lead sessions for youth and 
their parents.  Provide support at Confirmation retreat  

 

5 –7th Grade Catechists  Provide leadership for the    

Encounter (5/6th) and Theology of the Body (7th)  programs         
by leading sessions for parents and youth.  
 

K-4th Family Faith Gatherings  Eight monthly gather-

ings are scheduled.  Families will choose meeting either:   
Sunday at 9:30 or 11:30am, following the Masses. Help is 
needed with hospitality and childcare at the gatherings and with 
material preparation beforehand.   

7-12th Grade help is also needed with this program 
 

Pre-K Sunday School  This program will be offered          

again during the 10:30 Mass for 4 and 5 year olds.  Adults         
will be scheduled to lead 1-2 times per month.  

7-12th Grade help is also needed with this program 
 

*To volunteer with youth: adults must complete                   
a background check and online training called,                  

Protecting God’s Children. 

Renew Your Friendship With Christ 

Only $5church gathering space 
Well received Book for our 2012 Lent Study  

 

There can be no friendship in Christ,  no         
holiness, no discipleship without prayer and  
the sacraments.  It is when the worshipping      
community gathers around the altar that we    
recognize Christ in the breaking of the bread 
and where, by partaking f the Eucharist, we 
become one With Christ and with each other. 

So often we go through the motions of 
the words and movements of the Mass, without really think-
ing about what God is doing in those moments and how we 
should respond. This book explains how the one hour spent 
at Mass on  Sunday can truly transform how we think and 
act the other 167 hours of the weeks. 
 
 

Daily Prayer  Many are open to the idea of daily 

prayer—but when is there time and how do we begin? 
Sign up on line to receive each morning, a 60 second 
reflection on the daily Gospel reading from Gus Lloyd. 

 Go to guslloyd.com and sign up today!   
 Listen to Gus on the Catholic Channel, Sirius 129 
 Buy his “Minute in the Church” books for $1 
 Come October 25 when Gus comes to us from 

Tampa for a parish conference at St. Mary, Solon. 
 

 

With His Mother, Mary’s Help  Pray the 

prayer to Mary, Un-tier of Knots, for you and your  
family—found on the outside cover of this newsletter.  

For Spouses who are not Catholic 
Thank you for the support you give to your child’s 
growing faith. We greatly value both parents’ role in 
the formation of their child. We realize the spouse or 
partner who is not Catholic can get "lost" in the shuffle 
of Advent, Lent, the sacraments….  We do not want 
you to feel alienated from our Catholic celebrations 
and traditions; your presence is always desired and 
welcomed.    If you were raised in a different Christian 
tradition – we think you will feel right at home with 
our emphasis on family formation, rooted in living out 
Jesus’ word in the Gospels!  If you want to learn more 
about any aspects of Catholicism, please let Julie know  



     SEPTEMBER 

Sept 2   Tuesday (through October 28)  Financial Peace University Begins, 6:30-8:00 

Sept 4   Thursday (through October 16) Legacy Begins, 6:30-8:00 

Sept 10 Wednesday 9-12th Grade Kick-Off  6:30-8:00   AND  8th Grade & Parent Confirmation Mtg 6:30-7:30 

Sept 14 K-4th Grade Family Faith Gathering   Sunday 9:30am OR 11:30am   

Sept 18  Thursday  Magnus -Founder of Mary’s Meals & CNN Top Ten Hero   7:00-8:30pm at Solon MS Auditorium  

Sept 20-21 Saturday-Sunday in Des Moines  Christ Our Life Conference  

Sept 22  Monday St. Pius, Cedar Rapids 7:00pm  Immaculee Ilibagiza, shares on surviving Rwanda genocide 

Sept 28  Sunday PARISH HARVEST FESTIVAL  

No gatherings on Wednesdays:  Sept. 17 (attend Magnus on the 18th) or Sept. 24 (Homecoming Parade) 

 

           OCTOBER 

Oct 1   Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group 

Oct 8   Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group  

Oct 12  K-4th Grade Family Faith Gathering   Sunday 9:30am OR 11:30am   

Oct 15  Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group 

Oct 22   Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group 

Oct 25   Saturday, 9:00-3:00        Parish Conference with Gus Lloyd  

Oct 29   Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8th w/parents (Chosen)              9-12th LIFE Night 

 

     NOVEMBER 

Nov 5   Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group 

Nov 9    K-4th Grade Family Faith Gathering   Sunday 9:30am OR 11:30am   

Nov 12  Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group  

Nov 19  Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8th w/parents (Chosen)              9-12th LIFE Night 

 

     DECEMBER 

Dec 3   Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group 

Dec 10  Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8th w/parents (Chosen)              9-12th LIFE Night 

Dec 14  K-4th Grade Family Faith Gathering   Sunday 9:30am OR 11:30am   

Dec 17  Wednesday 6:30-7:30    5-7th w/ Mentors      8 & 9th w/parents (Chosen)      10-12th Youth Group  

January 
Jan 11  Family Faith Gath. 
Jan 18  9th Gr. Conf Retreat 
Jan 31  Confirmation Mass 

 

February 
Feb 1-4 Parish Mission 
Feb 8   Family Faith Gath. 
Feb 14-16  11-12th TEC 
Feb 18 Ash Wednesday 
Feb 28 Men’s Conference 

March 
Mar 7 Women’s Conference 
Mar 8  Family Faith Gath. 

 
 

April 
April 5 Easter 
April 11-12 First Communion 

Apr 19  Family Faith Gath. 
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Prayer to Mary, Untier of Knots 
Virgin Mary, Mother who never refuses to come to 
the aid of a child in need, Mother whose hands never 
cease to serve your beloved children because they 
are moved by the divine love and immense mercy 
that exists in your heart, cast your compassionate 
eyes upon me and see the snarl of knots that exist in 
my life. You know very well how desperate I am, my 
pain, and how I am bound by these knots.  

Mary, Mother to whom God entrusted the undoing 
of the knots in the lives of His children, I entrust into 
your hands the ribbon of my life. No one, not even 
the Evil One himself, can take it away from your pre-
cious care. In your hands there is no knot that cannot 
be undone. Powerful Mother, by your grace and in-
tercessory power with Your Son and My Liberator, 
Jesus, take into your hands today this knot.          

(mention your request here)  I beg you to undo it for the glory of God, once for all. Blessed 
Virgin Mary, through your grace, your intercession and by your example, deliver us from evil, 
and untie the knots that keep us from being united to God. So that free  of all confusion and 
error, we may find him in all things,  keep him in our hearts, and serve him always in our  
brothers and sisters. Mother of Good Counsel pray for us, guide me.  Amen.  

Signing Up 
Registration Forms 
can be mailed or 
dropped off at 
church or placed in 
collection basket.   
 
We will also be   
taking registrations 
following Masses 
the weekends of  

August 16 & 17 

August 23 & 24 

CHANGESCHANGES for K-12  
grade faith formation 

See Inside for Details 


