
100th Anniversary of  
Our Lady of Fatima’s  

Apparitions 

 
 

“Do you want to offer yourselves to 

God and accept all the sufferings that 

He desires to send you in reparation for 

the sins by which He is offended and to 

implore for the conversion of sinners?”  

Our Lady to the Children, May 13, 1917 

 

The Blessed Virgin Mary came to visit mankind at Fatima at a time when many had 

grown forgetful of God and his all-loving plan for our salvation, and many had grown 

rebellious before the Law of God by which he orders all things for our good. Knowing 

the severity of the temptations that his children were suffering, God the father sent to 

earth the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of his only –begotten Son. Many in our day 

have turned away from God and have rebelled against the most fundamental teachings of 

his life giving Law—regarding the dignity of  life, marriage, and family. 

First Apparition of Mary: Sunday, May 13th, 1917   Lucia’s Words: 

While playing with Jacinta and Francisco on the hill, we saw a flash of lightning and then we 
saw a Lady dressed in white, more brilliant than the sun, scattering clear and intense light, 
more than a ray of sunlight through a glass of water. We were so close that we were in the 
light She irradiated. Our Lady said: “Don’t be afraid. I will not harm you.”   I asked her:                                  
“ Where are you from ?” “I’m from Heaven.” “What is that you want  “I have come to ask you 
to come here six  consecutive months on the 13th at the same time. Later I will say who I am 
and what I desire.”  I asked: “Will I go to Heaven?” “Yes, you will go.” “and Jacinta?”  “She 
will go too” “and Francisco?”  “He will also go, but he has to pray many rosaries first.”   

 

She said: “Do you want to offer yourselves to God and accept all the sufferings that He 
desires to send you in reparation for the sins by which He is offended and to implore 
for the conversion of sinners?”  “Yes, we want to.” “You will have to suffer much , but 
God’s grace will strengthen you.” Upon saying this the Virgin opened her arms for the 
first time, communicating a very intense light coming from her hands penetrating deep 
into our chest and our hearts, allowing us to see ourselves in God more clearly than 
seeing ourselves in a mirror. 
 

A few moments later Our Lady added: “Pray the rosary every day to acquire world 
peace and the end of the war.” Immediately she started to elevate serenely as light 
surrounded her while opening her way.  



In 2013 Pope Francis received the statue of  
Our Lady of Fatima in St. Peter's Square: 

 

"Oh Mary, let us feel your gaze as a Mother, lead us to your Son, 
as we are not Christians 'for show', but who can 'get their hands 
dirty' to build with your Son, his Kingdom of love, joy and peace." 
 
“Who looks at the Virgin Mary? She looks at all of us, each of us... 
She looks at us like a Mother, with tenderness, with mercy, with 
love. The same way she looked at the child Jesus, in every moment 
of his life... When we are tired, discouraged, overwhelmed by the 
problems, look to Mary." 

Plenary Indulgences  

Centennial Anniversary of Apparitions 
Of Our Lady in Fatima, Portugal 

 
For the 100th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fatima in Portugal, Pope Francis has decided to grant a plenary 

indulgence that can be obtained during the entire Jubilee Year. 
There are three ways of obtaining the indulgence. The faithful 
must also fulfill: go to Confession and Communion, be interiorly 
detached from sin, and pray for the intentions of the Holy Father. 
 
1. Make a pilgrimage to the shrine 
The first way is for “the faithful to make a pilgrimage to the Fatima 
Shrine in Portugal and participate in a celebration or prayer dedicated to 
the Virgin.” 

2. Pray before any statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
Visit with devotion a statue of Our Lady of Fatima solemnly exposed for 
public veneration in any church, on the 13th of each month from May to 
October (2017), and there devoutly participate in some celebration or 
prayer in honor of the Virgin Mary.” While there, pray an Our Father, 
recite the Creed and invoke Our Lady of Fatima. 

3. The elderly and infirm 
These individuals can pray in front of a statue of Our Lady of Fatima of-
fering to merciful God with confidence, through Mary, their prayers and 
sufferings or the sacrifices they make in their own lives, on the 13th of 
each month, between May and October 2017. 

 

St. Mary—Solon 
Will provide Fatima Kits for our homebound, with a small statue 

and prayers for them to use on the 13th of the Month. 
 

SAVE-THE-DATES & Participate  
in our PARISH Fatima Celebrations 

 

Saturday, May 13 following 5:00 Mass, bring flowers for a 

May Crowing in Church, followed by a light dinner in the parish 
hall.  Fr. Tim will share how Mary has been a part of his life begin-
ning in 2nd grade.  He will share about his experiences at Marian 
apparition sites: Fatima, Portugal; Lourdes, France & Medjugorje. 

Tuesday, June 13 evening devotion to Mary for Families 
Thursday, July 13 evening devotion to Mary for Country 
Sunday, August 13 following 10:30 Mass, devotion to Mary 

for those we need to evangelize in our parish’s mission field  
Wednesday, September 13 6:30 pm Living Rosary  

Friday, October 13 evening devotion for conversion of sinners 

Canonization of  

Jacinta & Francisco Marto 
By Pope Francis on May 13, 2017 

The Three 

Children of 

Fatima:   

Lucia 

Abobo, 

Francisco & 

Jacinta 

Marto  

Two years younger than Francisco, born in 

1910 Jacinta charmed all who knew her. She 

was pretty and energetic, and loved to dance. 

Sometimes willful, she would pout when she 

did not get her way. She had a marked love 

for Our Lord, and at the age of five she 

melted in tears on hearing the account of His 

Passion, vowing that she would never sin or 

offend Him anymore. Her sheep too became 

her friends. She gave them names, held their 

little ones on her lap, and tried to carry them 

on her shoulders, as seen in pictures of the 

Good Shepherd. 

In the spring of 1916, the first of three visits by an angel took place. 

On May 31, 1917, Mary appeared to the three children while tending 

their sheep.  As might be expected, the three were changed by the 

visitations of the Queen of Heaven. Jacinta, talkative sometimes to a 

fault, became quiet and withdrawn. Following the miracle of the sun, 

Jacinta complied with many requests for her intercessions. When she 

came down with influenza, she was removed from her family to a 

hospital a few miles away. She underwent painful treatments and in 

great pain from tuberculosis, she never complained and offered all 

suffering for the conversion of sinners.  At the age of 9,  Jacinta was 

to make her final offering in dying alone.  

Francisco, so full of life, learned well the 

lesson Our Lady taught and often reminded 

Lucia and Jacinta of the great necessity of 

sacrifice." He hid himself in the parish church 

to console Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacra-

ment. He loved to sacrifice and pray alone, 

visible only to the eyes of God.  He often 

gave away his frugal lunch to poorer children. 

His wish to go to heaven was not for his 

sake. ‘Soon Jesus will come and take me to 

heaven with Him and then I shall always be 

able to comfort Him.’ He suffered and died at 

10 with tuberculosis.  

 

 

 


