
For Our Young People 
The Story of Our Lady at Fatima 

Part 1 
 

For Parents: 
 
In 1915 in a Catholic school in 
Bordeaux, France—children 
were asked to write down daily 
sacrifices they would offer up to 
God for the end of the war and 
the salvation of the soldiers 
killed in action.  The idea soon 
spread around France and to 
other countries. Millions of chil-
dren were offering their sacri-
fices and prayers for the tri-
umph of the Peace of Christ.  
 
In June of 1916, Pope Benedict 
XV called upon the Bishops 
whose nations were participat-
ing in the war, requesting chil-
dren make a solemn Holy Com-
munion together on one day 
and offer it for an end to the 
war.  He set aside July 30, 
1916 for this purpose.  On that 
day in Rome, in a dramatic and 
unprecedented homily, the Holy 
Father spoke of the power of 
children’s prayers. 
 
“Fearing for the salvation of 
mankind, we look for solace in 
the thought that the innocence 
of children will be pleasing to 
God. One child, by the splendor 
of his grace, moves the heart of 
God; would not it be true, that 
thousands and thousands of 
children will move the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus?” 
 
Only days later, heaven con-
firmed the Pope’s intention.  
The Angel of Peace appeared a 
second time, in a remote area 
of the world and asking the 
three shepherd children to 
“make everything a sacri-
fice...and offer it all to God the 
Most High.” And reminded the 
children that Jesus, truly pre-

sent in all the tabernacles of 
the world was being forgotten. 

Some time ago, our Blessed 

Mother Mary was looking down 
from Heaven and saw that 
throughout the world the “flame  
of faith” given to everyone at  
Baptism was burning very low.  
She saw that children and entire 
families were being led away from 
God and in danger of forgetting 
what is really important. And be-
cause she lives in Heaven, she 
could see that God was also very 
sad because of all the sin in the 
world. This caused her Immaculate 
Heart to become very unhappy. 

So Mary decided to make a plan to help everyone to find 

their way back to God, a plan that would be easy to do and easy 
to understand for everyone. She decided to visit the earth and to 
remind the world what happens when you forget God and, most 
importantly, Jesus, truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

But FIRST she thought, I am going to send one of my an-

gels, the “Angel of Peace.”  But who should she send the Angel 
to?  Who could help her to bring the whole world back to God? 
She decided to give her plan to children, because she knew that 
she could always count on them.  So, she looked down at the 
earth, and then she chose three little shepherd children:  Lucia, 
age 10, Francisco, age 9 and Jacinta, age 6.   
 

In the spring of 
1916, Mary  

sent the Angel of 
Peace to these 
children for the 
first time, to be-
gin preparing  
them for her plan 
on how people 
could make up 
for sins and help 
bring them close 
to God when they 
are far away. 

At a recent audience  

in St. Peter's Square,  
Pope Francis asked: 

  

"Do we allow ourselves 

to be illuminated by 

the faith of Mary,  
who is our Mother?  

 

Or do we think  
of her as distant,  

as someone too  

different from us?" 

  
Maybe it's time to take 

a closer look at how 
Mary is a model for 

modern moms: 

By Lorene Hanley Duquin 
  

She trusted that God had a plan for her life and the life of her child. How often do we find our-

selves worried about what might happen our children? Mary shows us: God is trustworthy. If we turn our 

lives over to God, as Mary did, we’ll discover a deep sense of peace -nothing can take away from us.      

 In what ways do you need to trust God? 

  

She knew the pain and the joy of childbirth. How often do we forget the profound lesson of child-

birth: great pain is followed by intense joy? Mary experienced great stress during pregnancy and child-

birth, but the joy she felt when she held her infant son stayed in her heart throughout her life -- even dur-

ing times of immense sorrow. If we can savor our motherhood in the same way that Mary did, we will see 

that no matter what happens in our lives we can find joy deep within us.  

 In what ways do you rely on your inner joy during difficult times? 

  

She lived in a world that was filled with turmoil. How often do we worry about the negative impact 

our modern society has on our children? Mary lived under Roman occupation in a world that was filled with 

dangers, so she protected Jesus and sheltered him until he was ready to enter into his public ministry. If 

we can protect our children in the same way that Mary did, we will prepare them to use their God-given 

gifts and talents as adults who will make a difference in our world today.     

 In what ways do you protect your children? 

She cared about other people. How often do we become so focused on ourselves and our families, 

we forget about the needs of others? At the wedding in Cana, Mary urged Jesus to save the family from 

the embarrassment of running out of wine. If we are attentive to situations around us, as Mary was, we 

will discover that little acts of kindness make us and our children instruments of God's love to others.  

 In what ways do you encourage your children to reach out? 

  

She understood the power of love. How often do we forget that love is the only thing that matters 

in life? There were times in Mary's life when she did not understand what was happening, but she knew 

that her love of God and her love for her son would carry her through everything. If we focus on love, in 

the same way that Mary did, our lives will take on a new meaning and purpose.     

 In what ways do you teach your children about the real meaning of love? 

  

The more you meditate on the life of Mary and ask for her help, the more you will discover a deep sense of 

well-being and a timeless understanding of her gift of motherhood and your own gift of motherhood. 



Deacon Mitch Holte Homily: 
Sunday, May 7, 2017 
 

This Sunday is the 4
th
 Sunday of Easter, but it 

is also known as ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’ so 
it’s no surprise that most of our readings talk 
about sheep and shepherds.  It is kind of sur-
prising that Jesus talks about himself as the 
sheep-gate instead of the Good Shepherd.  
 

A Bible commentary I read said people might 
have trouble relating to stories about sheep 
and shepherds. While we have sheep here in 
Iowa, we don’t have shepherds who take them 
out to pasture, watch over and protect them all 
day.  So I wondered, ‘what analogy could we 
make, so more of us could relate?’  
 

When I was working, I went to different busi-
nesses and most places had locked doors 
with no guard to let you in.  You had to have a 
card to swipe or put my hand on a scanner 
and miraculously the door unlocked. The door 
would compare to the sheep gate, but there 
was no one to compare to the gatekeeper.  
But what about the airport, going through the 
metal detectors, they have gatekeepers. 
 

I like that analogy because to prepare for the 
metal detector, you have to empty out your 
pockets and get rid of anything preventing you 
from being allowed to pass through.  For a 
while, you even had to take off your shoes like 
you were on holy ground. I think that’s kind of 
what the life of a Christian is about; getting rid 
of the junk we carry around with us; the stuff 
Jesus would find objectionable. Jesus said, 
“No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” Jesus is the gate, the metal detector. We 
need to get rid of what keeps us from entering 
the kingdom of heaven through him. 

Some theologians say that in Jesus’ parable 
the gatekeeper represents God because he’s 
in control, he gives the shepherds access to 
the sheep. Remember Jesus said, “Everything 
that the Father gives me will come to me.” 
 
And the airport security person at the metal 
detector; I don’t really want to compare them 
to God, but they do have an awful lot of au-
thority. I don’t remember anyone ever telling 
me they enjoyed going through the metal de-
tector.  It’s kind of an unpleasant, but neces-
sary part of your journey.  I think we can relate 
it to suffering, it’s part of our journey of faith. 
 
Here it is Easter season, a time to rejoice and 
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection, yet today St. 
Peter is talking to us about suffering. In the 
book of Acts, the Apostles were flogged for 
preaching about Jesus and they rejoiced they 
were found worthy to suffer for the name of 
Jesus. In her diary, St. Faustina said, 
“Through suffering the soul becomes like the 
Savior.” St. Peter calls us to follow Christ’s ex-
ample and suffer patiently. We are not to re-
turn an insult or make threats when we are 
made to suffer. Jesus told us the same things:  
to love our enemies and forgive them. 

I recently read an article about a woman 
whose son was one of the 21 Lybian Christian 
men executed on the shore of Libya for refus-
ing to deny Jesus.   I did not watch the film of 
their execution, but read the men did not ap-
pear to be frightened or anxious. They 
seemed to be very much at peace. The 
mother told a Muslim reporter she did not hate 
the men who murdered her son. She forgave 
them and was praying for them and their sal-
vation. The somewhat startled reporter made 
the comment: “These Christians are made of 
iron” and started calling them ‘Iron Christians’.   
I wonder if we could ever call ourselves ‘Iron 
Christians’. Do we have that kind of faith; that 
kind of commitment to Jesus? 
 
 

“I wonder if we could ever call ourselves  
‘Iron Christians’. 

Do we have that kind of faith;  
that kind of commitment to Jesus?” 

“Jesus said to them: ‘No one comes to the 
Father except through me.’”   

“When you give a sermon, urge people to 
say my rosary, and in this way your words  

will bear much fruit.” Mary to St. Dominic 
 

So…consider yourself urged. 

It’s hard to even imagine what it would take to 
lay down your life for Jesus or to forgive some-
one who murdered a loved one. Maybe we 
need to ask ourselves, “What are we to do, my 
brothers (and sisters)?”  What can we possibly 
do to acquire faith like that? 
 

I think first, what we are doing here today; re-
ceive Jesus Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity, 
in the Eucharist.  And receive Him as often as 
possible.  Jesus is the Bread of Life and he 
wants us to have life in abundance.  
 

And then pray. St. Francis de Sales said, “The 
greatest method of praying is to pray the Ro-
sary.” St John Paul II said the rosary was his 
favorite prayer. Padre Pio said, “The Rosary is 
the weapon for these times.” I could go on. 
 

May 13, is the 100
th
 anniversary of Mary ap-

pearing to three young children near Fatima, 
Portugal. Mary instructed them to tell the 
world… to tell us… that we need to pray the Ro-
sary every day for world peace. 

About a year and a half ago, I made a commit-
ment to pray the Rosary every day, not for 
world peace, rather for my family. I was working 
and my days were busy, so I prayed in the car 
on my way to work and when I was stuck in traf-
fic. Now that I’m retired my days are still busy, 
so I pray the Rosary while taking a walk.  You 
can find the time if you make it a priority. 
 

May is the ‘Month of Mary’, someone will lead 
the rosary before all weekend Masses.  If you 
come to Mass 20 minutes early, you can pray 
the rosary as a parish family. Some people say 
persecution is coming to our country; maybe not 
martyrdom, but persecution none the less.  
Maybe we will be called upon to be ‘Iron Chris-
tians’. Something to think about. 
 

Our blessed Mother has appeared to many peo-
ple and continues to do so.  She almost always 
urges us to pray the rosary. In the 13

th
 century 

she appeared to St. Dominic and told him, 
“When you give a sermon, urge people to say 
my rosary, and in this way your words will bear 
much fruit.” So…consider yourself urged. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary 
Solon 

 

100th  
Anniversary 

Our Lady  
of Fatima 

Apparitions 
 
 

JOIN US AS WE PRAY THE ROSARY: 
Come and learn how by following along 

Mondays 8pm 
Tuesdays 11:30 

Wednesdays 6:30pm 

 
SAVE-THE-DATES  

Tuesday, June 13  
evening devotion  & consecration to Mary for Families 

Thursday, July 13  
evening devotion to Mary for Country 

Sunday, August 13  
following 10:30 Mass, devotion to Mary  

Wednesday, September 13  
6:30 pm Living Rosary  

Friday, October 13  
evening devotion for conversion of sinners 

 
 
 

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT Mary and 
her visit to Fatima 

Look for pamphlets on 
Mary, the Rosary and her 
messages to the world at 

Fatima, Portugal. 

“Pray the Rosary every day  
for world peace.”   
Our Lady of Fatima, 


