
It’s been a long, cold winter. 
And Punxsutawney Phil hasn’t helped            
matters any by predicting six more 
weeks of cold weather this year!  (But 
what do groundhogs really know!!!) 
 
We know that Spring is near because on 
March 5 we begin the season of Lent.  
We enter into a holy season of 40 days 
to prepare us to celebrate the new life 
that comes with the resurrection of  
Jesus.  Most importantly, we join the 
catechumens and candidates for full  
initiation into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil through the sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. 
 

Ash Wednesday sets the spiritual tone 

for Lent. As we are signed with ashes, 
we hear  the words: “Repent, and       
believe in the Gospel.” –or-- “Remember 
that you are dust and to dust you shall 
return.”  We begin this holy season by 
admitting our human frailty and             
mortality and ask God for the grace to 
grow in holiness after the likeness of the 
Risen Jesus. 
 
Lent is all about conversion – a turning 
from the ways of an often self-centered 
world to a deeper personal relationship 
with Jesus who calls us to life eternal. 
 
How do we go about asking for God’s 
help with our personal conversion?  The 
gospel for Ash Wednesday shows us the 
way. As disciples of Jesus we are  
called to embrace the three  
great spiritual disciplines  
of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. 
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PRAYER:  More time given 

to prayer during Lent should 
draw us closer to the Lord.  
We might pray especially for 
the grace to live out our 

baptismal promises more fully.  We 
might pray for the catechumens who will 
be baptized at Easter and support their 
conversion journey by our prayer. We 
might pray for all those who will cele-
brate the sacrament of Reconciliation 
with us during Lent that they will be 
truly renewed in their baptismal             
commitment.  We can offer this prayer 
at home, during Mass, during Friday 
adoration, or during the Wednesday  
Stations of the Cross. 

 

FASTING is one of the 
most ancient practices 
linked to Lent.  In fact in 
the early Church, before 
the season of Lent devel-

oped, there was an intense fast of two 
days before the celebration of the Easter 
Vigil.  Vatican II called us to renew the 
observance of the ancient “paschal fast” 
to be “celebrated on Good Friday and, 
where possible, prolonged throughout 
Holy Saturday, so that the joys of the 
Sunday of the Resurrection may be            
attained with uplifted and clear mind.” 
 

Fasting is more than a means of develop-
ing self-control.  It is often an aid to 
prayer, the pangs of hunger remind us of 
our hunger for God.  As the first reading 
from Isaiah on Ash Wednesday reminds 
us, fasting should also lead us to chang-
ing behavior that is not pleasing to God.  

  (Continued on next page….) 

I pray that each individual member of  the faithful and every 

Church community will undertake a fruitful Lenten journey. 

 
  I ask all of  you to pray for me.  May the Lord bless you  

and Our Lady keep you safe.  -Pope Francis 



“This, rather, is the fasting that I wish:  
releasing those bound unjustly, untying 
the thongs of the yoke; setting free the 
oppressed, breaking every yoke; sharing 
your bread with the hungry, sheltering 
the oppressed and the homeless; cloth-
ing the naked when you see them, and 
not running your back on your 
own” (Isaiah 58: 6-7). 
 
Fasting can help us relate to the suffer-
ing that so many people in our world 
experience every day.  It should lead us 
to greater efforts to alleviate that suffer-
ing.  In a very practical way, take advan-
tage of the RICE BOWL CAMPAIGN.  Of-
fer up part of your Lenten meals to help 
feed those who go hungry every day. 

 

ALMSGIVING is      
also linked to a life of        
conversion.  It is a sign 
of our care for those in 
need and an expression 
of our gratitude for all 

that God has given us. THE RICE BOWL 
CAMPAIGN can help your family em-
brace all three disciplines of prayer,  
fasting and almsgiving. 

Continued from page 1 

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN   
INITIATION OF ADULTS  
also offers opportunities to give witness and deepen 
our gift of faith through the special rituals you will 
see at Mass during these coming forty days. 
 

The Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion          
is celebrated on the First Sunday of Lent.  Catechumens and           
Candidates from all over the diocese gather with Bishop Amos who 
acknowledges God calling them to full communion with the Church.  
We will  have a special “Sending Forth” ceremony that weekend. 
 

The Scrutinies are special celebrations on the Third, Fourth, and 

Fifth Sundays of Lent to help the catechumens become more aware 
of the nature of sin and grace.  As they ask God to help them exam-
ine their lives – we join them in asking God to help us in our continu-
ing conversion, too. 
 

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING are also a means of grace  

during our Lenten journey to Easter.  We will celebrate the  
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at all the Masses on the week-
end of March 15-16.  The communal celebration of the Sacrament  
of Reconciliation is offered on Wednesday, April 9, at 6:30 pm. 
 

The Easter Vigil is the climax of our forty days of preparation.  We 

join the adults who have been preparing for the Easter Sacraments 
to witness God entering their lives through the sacraments of Bap-
tism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.  As we share their joy on this 
holy night we are called to renew our own baptismal promises, to 
live in the joy of life in the Risen Jesus.  Lent comes to its fulfillment 
around the waters of the font. 
 
Lent is truly a time of spiritual growth and renewal.   May the Lord 
bless all of us as we renew our commitment to Jesus as his faithful 
disciples. 

 

As disciples of Jesus 
we are called to 
embrace the three  
great spiritual 
disciplines of 
Prayer, Fasting  
and Almsgiving. 

For nothing will  

be impossible  

for God  
 

Luke 1:37 

Dear Jesus, it feels impossible to believe that my 
life can change, that I can move out of this rut I 
am in. I know I don't always live my best 
self.  Help me to trust in you, to drop my defenses 
and to feel how deeply I am loved and forgiven by 
you.  Give me the courage to feel it in my heart 
when you say, "Don't be afraid" and "Peace by 
with you."  I so long for that peace in my life but it 
feels so far away sometimes.  Help me to believe 
in you, to drive away the doubts and unbelief that 
harden my heart. I know my life can change, if 
only I can say with all my hear, "I trust in you, 
Lord.  I believe in your mercy and I know that with 
your help, my life can  be healed.''  Creighton.edu 



A parishioner’s “book report”  
on Rome Sweet Home By Jim Croshek 

I would recommend reading "Rome Sweet Home" as recrea-
tional reading. You will be hard pressed not to learn some-
thing about Christianity and Catholicism along the way. 
 

Scott and Kimberly Hahn have been giving witness talks and 
writing about spiritual topics for years.  But the story of 
"getting there" is what makes this interesting.  Both were 
very serious   Bible Christians and are trained Presbyterian 
theologians - Kimberly has a Masters Degree and Scott is an 
ordained minister.  Both WERE anti-Catholic in the sense that 
they felt Catholics were misguided and needed help to learn 
the truth as based in the scriptures. 
 

Scott was teaching at the college level and found himself 
challenged by conflicts between his training and biblical 

text.  Thus began the conversion process for Scott - and    
reluctantly for Kimberly.  It was a painful and yet wonderful 
trip that Kimberly documents.  She transcribed the text from 
tapes of their witness talks.  Each chapter is a "he said,       
she said" view of a particular topic on the way  to Catholi-
cism.  They struggled over the Pope, the Blessed Virgin,     
contraception, and many other topics. 
 

The book is a mix of religion, bible,  
detective work, and romance.  Sure 
you get a bit of theology thrown at 
you, but it's to help you understand 
the difficulty they were facing.  Add the 
challenge of religious foundations   
being shaken and you have  a threat to 
their marriage.  Give it a try.  I think 
you will find it a good read. 

Parishioners filled over 
500 gift bags, which were 
given out following the 
Christmas Masses.  The 
gift bags included a copy 
of the book, “Rome Sweet 
Home.”Copies of the book 
are still available—please 

pick up  your free book 
in the church’s gathering 
space. 

As Lent draws near, I would like to offer some 

helpful thoughts on our path of  conversions 
as individuals and community 

Jesus became poor, so that by His poverty we might become rich. 
This passage from St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is the basis for Pope Francis’ Lenten 

Message for us this year.  Pope Francis writes,  “What do these words of Saint Paul  
mean for us Christians today? What does this invitation to poverty mean to us?” 

 
“It has been said that the only real regret lies in not being a saint; we could also say that there is only one real kind of 

poverty; not living as children of God and brothers and sisters of Christ. In imitation of our Master, we Christians are 
called to confront the poverty (destitution) of our brothers and sisters, to touch it, to make it our own and to 
take practical steps to alleviate it.  Destitution is not the same as poverty:  destitution is poverty without faith,      
without support, without hope.  There are three types of destitution:  material, moral, and spiritual. “  

Material Destitution 
“Material destitution affects those 
living in conditions opposed to human 
dignity:  who lack basic rights and 
needs such as water, food, hygiene, 
work ... In the poor we see Christ’s 
face; by loving and helping the poor, 
we love and serve Christ. Our con-
sciences need to be converted to jus-
tice, equality, simplicity and sharing.” 

Moral Destitution 
“No less a concern is this—which con-
sists in slavery to vice and sin.  How 
much pain is caused in families be-
cause one of their members—often a 
young member— is in thrall to alcohol, 
drugs, gambling or pornography! How 
many people no longer see meaning in 
life or prospects for the future, how 
many have lost hope!” 

Spiritual Destitution 
“If we think we don’t need God who 
reaches out to us through Christ, be-
cause we believe we can make do on 
our own, we are headed for a fall.  As 
Christians we are called to proclaim 
the liberating news that forgiveness 
for sins committed is possible, that 
God is greater than our sinfulness, that 
he freely loves us at all times...” 



Pre-K Sunday School 

St. Mary's Pre-K Sunday School 
began on Sunday, January 
12th.  We had a great turnout 
with 17 children signing up.  The 
children have been enjoying 
crafts, skits, music and stories 
while learning about Jesus.  Fol-
lowing class their parents join us 
to hear about what the kids 
learned that day and to do the 

Scout Sunday 

February 22, 2014 
Cub Scouts 
Jake Benzing 
Dillon Bruck 

Owen Erusha 
Jayden Merrick 

Brandon Merrick 
Garett Martin 

Joe Mattaliano 
Josh Olney 

Davis Ritchie 
Landon Shive 
Carson Shive 
Matthew Urich 

  

Boy Scouts 
Logan Bruck 

Michael Broghamm 
Trent Brown 
Luke Urich 

 

Back Row: Luke Urich, Davis Ritchie & Carson 

Light of Christ is for 6-7 year old 
cub scouts... to help the Cub 
Scout develop a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus. With the par-
ents' help, it is hoped that the 
Cub will come to see Jesus as a 
real person and his friend.  

Parvuli Dei is for 8-10 year old cub 
scouts…to help them explore a wide 
range of activities in order to discover 
the presence of God in their daily lives 
and develop a good, positive self-
image through contributions they 
make to the group or community.  

Parvuli Dei:  Dillon Bruck, Garett Martin, Carson Shive, Luke Urich 

Light of Christ: Joe Mattaliano, Davis Ritchie, Jake Benzing 

Scout Leaders (Chris Bruck, Mike Shive & Bonnie Mattaliano) and families 

Following the 
Good Shepherd 



Our Parish Family 

Baptisms We welcome with great joy! 
Liam Root     11-24-13 Josh & Michelle Root 
Caleb Johnson     12-1-13 Nathaniel & Bridget Johnson 
Bowen Hove     1-19-14 Brandon & Abigal Hove 
Fletcher Hove     1-19-14 Brandon & Abigal Hove 
Gavin Hove     1-19-14 Brandon & Abigal Hove 

 

Isabelle,  Jordan & Kimberly Cullen           Robert,  Daniel & Lauren O’Neil       Bowen, Fletcher, Gavin  Brandon & Abigail Hove 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

New Parishioners We’re glad you’re here! 
Nathan & Tricia Stouder   Clara Herman   Jason & Rena Spengler 
Jordan & Kimberly Cullen  Zachary & Debra Herold  Scott & Cindy Jo Turkal 
Ryan & Robin Bucheit   Mitch Peters   Ashley Klosterman & David Maxwell 
Nicholas & Audrey Secrest  Cody & Ashley Schneider Trey Brandt and Bethany Fisher 
Clint and Rebecca Hansen  Justin and Ashely Parker Joshua and Kara Wesner 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Weddings  Congratulations! 
Adam Hadenfeldt & Jennifer Cronbaugh       11-30-13 
Scott and Cindy Jo Turkal        12-27-13 
Quinn Wolfe & Kiley Belland        12-31-13 

 
 

 
 

Deaths   We pray and remember 

Mary Krotz              December 13, 2013 
Clara Schoderbek         January 23, 2014 

Albert Nath              January 27, 2014 
Delores Steinbrech      January 29, 2014 
Mary Zenishek              February 5, 2014 

 

Graeme Laing     1-16-14 Randy & Megan Laing 
Isabelle Cullen     2-2-14 Jordan & Kimberly Cullen 
Maverick Hansen  2-2-14 Kyle & Sherri Hansen 
Ella Herold     2-9-14 Zachary & Debra Akerly 
Robert O’Neil     2-9-14 Daniel & Lauren O’Neil 

Father, hear our prayers for these couples who were united in 
marriage before your altar. Give them your blessing, 
and strengthen their love for each other. We ask you this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns        
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever Amen. 

Eternal rest, grant unto them  O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful  

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 



What’s Your 4:00? 
The apostles never forgot the moment when Jesus touched 

their hearts: “It was about four o’clock in the after-

St. Mary Men’s Conference  - February 1 

By parishioner, JJ Urich 
St. Mary’s recently hosted a Men’s conference I attended with 
approximately sixty five of my fellow parishioners.  The St. Mary’s 
staff hit it out of the park lining up four inspirational speakers.  
The theme was “What’s your 4:00?” Three of the speakers shared 
their “four o-clock” moment.  By four o-clock moment, I mean the 
exact time and place where each individual turned to Christ for 
help in an extreme time in their lives and had a life changing    
conversion to following Christ’s will and not their own. 
While there isn’t space to do justice to what was shared in the six 
hours of talks, I’ll reflect back on some of the messages I heard 
and related to.  Pete Mathison talked of his conversion and had a 
powerful question for us…  He framed a picture of our life as sit-
ting in a rowboat, facing backwards as we row.  We can’t see 
where we are going.  But there are people in our lives who are 
praying for us, trying to “rock” our world and lead us to change.  
Who are those “Jesus” in our life challenging us to change?  Are 
we listening to them?  Can we be that person to someone else? 
Vince Fredrick talked of his near death experience and the mercy 
of Christ in his life.  How it forced a deep self-examination in his 
life and actions.  After hearing Pete’s talk saying to me “Who is 
the Jesus in your life trying to nudge you to change?”, the primary 
message I heard from Vince (in Jesus voice) was “Get over your-
self.  I have work for you to do”.  Two powerful sentences that will 
require prayer and self-examination in my own life. 
Larry Hunter was the no nonsense, hard hitting, speaker that 
really spoke to my heart.  His engineering background and logical 
speaking style was easy for me to relate to as Larry doesn’t sugar 
coat things and tells it to you straight.  What I heard in Larry’s 
message was a challenge to evangelize more; to go further and 
deeper in my faith with prayer and scripture.  A must read book 
to help with this Larry told us about is “Did Adam & Eve Have 
Belly Buttons?” (this book is now available in the Gathering 
Space for $3/book) Larry said  we should ask our kids to buy us 
this book for Christmas or our birthday and then read it with 
them and discuss the concerns kids have about the Catholic faith.  
This book helps answer those questions. 
Father Phillips was wonderful in bringing levity between the pow-
erful messages the speakers delivered.  He also spoke about sev-

eral topics near and dear to his heart.  What I heard from Father 
Phillips was a challenge to combat the irrelevance the church has 
in today’s society with many in our country.  Catholic men are         
the protectors of the family and the vanguards of the church.  
Father’s message to me was to invest in deeper readings of Pope 
John Paul’s Theology of the Mind teachings; to persevere in faith-
fulness; and to experience the sacrament of confession more. 
Above is but a short glimpse of the day.  I’d like to offer a heart-
felt thank you to the speakers, the staff at St. Mary’s, the modera-
tors/MC’s of the event, and the wonderful people who cooked 
lunch as it was fabulous. 

Below:  MC Bill Christensen, leads speakers in a panel discussion. 

We asked the guys—what did you like? 
all of it—it was well worth my time. I wish 

we had more young men in attendance. 

 

I really enjoyed the whole day—great job! 

All very good!  Very good lunch, great turn-

out– nice for a local event. 

 

Touched on a lot of stuff many of us are deal-

ing with in the fast pace of modern society. 

 

The stories:  real men, real life experiences 

 

The honesty and real life experiences from 

the speakers...easily applied messages that 

you can relate to, coming from people just 

like us. 

 

Knowing I should protect those in my care. 

The presentations—it gives you a lot think 

about to improve your life. 

 

Knowing that I am not alone and my journey 

is not unusual. 

 

Very well done!  Glad I came! Thank You! 

Vince’s in your face message to get over 

yourself and start doing the Lord’s work 



St. Mary Women’s Conference  - February 15 

   A Day to Help Women  
Choose the Better PartChoose the Better PartChoose the Better Part 

“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only 

one thing.  Mary has chosen the better part  and it will not be taken from her.”  Luke 10:41 

By parishioner, Lisa Connell 
Saturday, February 15th, St. Mary's hosted a women's conference 
that will be long remembered. In contrast with the winter weather 
outside, the room warm and full of the energy of 160-plus women 
gathered to hear three phenomenal speakers and to share a meal 
together. Fr. Mike Phillips started things off with an opening prayer 
and gave the floor to Patty Schneier, whose first topic was, "God, I 
don't have time for this!"  
 
Her two objectives were to create a desire for a better prayer life 
and to share some concrete tips and suggestions to master this. 
Saying "I've done enough" means you're spiritually dead - never say 
"enough!" Embrace the rosary, personalize this prayer time wher-
ever you are, driving, waiting at appointments, working out. Hear, 
see and make a difference.  
Listen and FOLLOW the Church's teachings. Am I IN LOVE with the 
Church? Get closer to the Eucharist, which is Truth, Beauty, and 
Love: It is hard to hold onto pride and bitterness when you are star-
ing Christ in the face. She relates that a key part of her understand-
ing of our relationship with Mary happened when she realized that 
it's not about praying TO her or THROUGH her, but WITH her, as 
the disciples did. 
 
In her talk about unlocking the treasures she discussed  Theology 
of the Body (written by Pope John Paul II). The pope reflected on 
the distinctive way we have been created male and female and 
how we make a bodily gift of themselves to one another in mar-
riage—in this way the body speaks a profound language of total 
self gift and unconditional fidelity.   
Also, the importance of-frequent confession, as we are not meant 
to carry around our shame and guilt, as sin resides within us, in 
every nerve, cell, the brain, the soul - your body speaks, it is nec-
essary to purge our sin regularly to free us to have a full relation-
ship with Christ! Finally, her talk of being a princess. God is King, 
Mary is our Queen Mother, and Christ is the Prince of Peace… 
we are his Princesses! We are God's daughter first. 
Lorrenne Mulherin spoke of her life with her husband taking in those 
who needed guidance, a place to stay...relying on trust in the Holy 
Spirit to do the next right thing, and how they grew from that faith. 
She talked about all the pain, suffering and struggles of different 

people and situations and how that was used to grow into some-
thing good and beautiful for everyone involved, and how seemingly 
unrelated events come full circle. God has a plan! She shared copies 
of a prayer that came to her one night, which she recalled the next 
morning, word for word, the Servant's Prayer, which has impacted 
many people. 
 
Father Mike kept us entertained with many stories and       
examples of the Theology of the Body and living with joy! 
Our pasta, salad, fruit and dessert lunch was beautifully    
prepared- a heartfelt thanks! Many books and CD's were 
available throughout the sessions to enhance our experience 
and better share with others. What a wonderful day, much 
laughter, some tears, many beautiful women.  
I encourage everyone to attend future 
events, you won't be sorry! 
 

We asked the ladies—what did you like? 
A short amount of time to get away; laid back 
environment, it was awesome!!  
 

I fell in love with the Catholic Church again. 
 

The everyday stories and practical applica-
tions.    wish  you would have these  every 2-3 
months! 

It was AMAZING! I  have never been so        
motivated to become closer to God.  My 
daughter and I have had some absolutely awe-
some conversations this past week about God 
and praying.  I’ve never talked to any of my 
other kids like this, and it’s a great feeling to 
be so inspired to share and learn about faith 
together!  I give that conference a huge 

“thumbs-up”!! 
 

Loved and appreciated these three dynamic 
and passionate speakers.  What a blessing this 
day has been for me! I would love this kind of 
day again. It was so awesome sharing the day 
with a room full of awesome women.  Thank 
you!    Perfect timing to have religious booster 
shot. 



Making a LENTEN Plan to PRAY DAILY 
Pick up a FREE COPY of the Lenten “The WORD Among Us” 
in the Church’s Gathering Space.  Make a commitment to 
set aside time each day for your friendship with God. 
 

the WORD among us has the daily scripture readings for Mass                                                                                                                                                                                   

along with meditations for each day.  The articles in this issue  
will help live  out in true faith “forgive us our sins as we  

forgive those who have sinned against us. 

Jesus became poor, so that by His poverty we might become rich. 
“Dear brothers and sisters, may this Lent find the whole Church ready to bear witness 
to all who live in material, moral and spiritual destitution the Gospel message of the 
merciful love of God our father, who is ready to embrace everyone in Christ.  We do 
this to the extent we imitate Christ who became poor and enriched us by his poverty.  
Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can 
give up in order to help others by our own poverty.  Let us not forget that real poverty 
hurts:  no self-denial is real without this dimension of penance.  I distrust a charity 
that costs nothing and does not hurt. May the Holy Spirit increase our concern and 
responsibility for human destitution so we can act with mercy.”     -Pope Francis 

Our faith is about a person –
a person desiring a personal 

relationship with Him. 
Prayer leads to that 
 friendship.  

 

The MASS is the  
most important way  
we gather each week.  
 
Use the bulletin inserts each  week of Lent which  
provide great reflections on the Lenten season and how  
to be truly transformed by the love and mercy of our God!  
 

Read the “FAMILY TIME” section each week and use the 
ideas —growing closer to God together and  to each other.  

Traditions give families deep roots!  
 

PARENTS: Bring 
your kids early 
on Wednesday 
and pray this as  
a family.   
Begin a new 
Lenten tradition! 

 “Teach them everything I have taught you” 
Jesus’ disciples are hungry to learn.  They want to seek his ways and his truth. 
They want to discern God’s will for their lives and seek to live it, knowing 
the fruit of doing God’s will leads to true peace, joy and happiness. 
 

 

 

 way to learn the teachings of our faith in 
an easy-to-understand format for both 

Men’s Conference speaker, Vince, suggested the 
book, “Did Adam & Eve have Belly Buttons,” as a  

Adults and teens….and for parents 
to explain to their children. 

Stations  
of the Cross 

are on Wednesdays; begins  
March 12, at 5:45 in the Church 

 

Throughout our lives there are times we cry out,  
“My God, why is this happening?”   Walking  with Jesus  

through the  stations of his cross help us understand 
that  

there is no  human emotion—fear, abandonment, pain, sorrow,  
grief, loneliness-that he has not already experienced.    He not only shows  
us how to face our struggles and sufferings; he journeys by our side these  

difficult times.  His love and mercy are profoundly revealed to us in this devo-

Copies of this book and others 

can be purchased for only $3 in 
the Church Gathering Space. 

“But if serving the LORD seems un-
desirable to you, then choose for your-
selves this day whom you will serve...  

But as for me and my family,  

we will serve the LORD."   
Joshua 24:15 



YOUR LENTEN 
JOURNEY 
  ST. MARY CHURCH  

This LENT Discover the  
Untold Blessing of TRUE 

HOLINESS 

www.solonstmary.org 
For more information  
or to sign-up. 

Six Week Small Group Study 
The greatest calling for each of us is to be a 
saint. Come & Watch the videos each  
week in which Fr.  Barron shares  
three paths to holiness,  
each filled with  
unlimited  
blessings.   

Pope Francis, Feb 20, 2014: 
“Though this Sacrament is a 

great treasure, we may be 
tempted to dismiss it, per-

haps due to laziness or em-
barrassment, or because of a 

diminishing sense of sin and 
its effects.  The Sacrament of 

Reconciliation calls us back to 
God, and embraces us with 

his infinite mercy and joy.  
May we allow his love to re-

new us as his children.” -Pope 

PARISH  
RECONCILIATION  

SERVICE 
 

Wednesday,  
April 9 at 6:30 

 

No classes on 
April 9. Families: 
please celebrate 
this sacrament 
with us. 

ALMSGIVING 
The materials in the Rice 
Bowl help families pray, fast, 
give, and learn—growing in  
solidarity with families and 
individuals in other coun-
tries.  During Lent, Parishion-
ers are asked to contribute 
to the CRS Rice Bowl collec-
tion.  These funds further 
the work of CRS internation-
ally, and support diocesan 
organizations.    At St. Mary’s 
half of the funds collected 
will be used for the annual                            
       Kids Against Hunger VBS        
                   Mission Project. 

Lord, when did we see 

you hungry, thirsty, na-

ked, without clothes? 

“But if serving the LORD seems un-
desirable to you, then choose for your-
selves this day whom you will serve...  

But as for me and my family,  

we will serve the LORD."   
Joshua 24:15 

Journey  
Through the  
Holy Land Show 
Wed.  March 19 
Following Stations of the Cross 
 

Join us for a presentation of the 
places Jesus once lived, walked, 
taught and worked miracles.  
See the Gospel passages come 
alive with images places made 
sacred through his footsteps. 



Confirmation Retreat-Feb. 16 
9th graders confirmation candidates took 
time out of their hectic lives to retreat, 
and spend time reflecting, growing in community, and preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation.   
The theme of this retreat was based around becoming the best version of one’s self through living  
a life of holiness and virtue. It was truly a blessed day. This retreat opportunity was made possibly  
because of the help of the 9th grade catechists, as well as a team of ten 10-12 graders  from the parish 
youth  group, who facilitated small group, presented talks, prepared games, and worked on all the  

odds and ends for the retreat.  Continue to pray for these candidates as they prepare to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

TWO GREAT  
OPPORTUNTIES THIS  
SUMMER FOR TEENS 

Dave Ramsey’s  
Generation Change 
Throughout January,  
February, and early March 
a group of students have 
been participating in  
Dave Ramsey’s Generation 
Change program. This is a 
new series of Bible studies 
designed to lead teens to a 

better understanding of God, themselves and their money—
and how it all works together. In the three different teaching 
series, students are equipped with biblical principles to BE 
who God created them to be, DO more with their money, and 
GO out into the world ready to write their story. Pray for the 
students as they dive deeper into this program. 

Summer Mission Trip:  
This summer St. Mary's Solon Youth Group will be attending a 
summer service trip through the Catholic Glenmary Group    
Volunteer Corps just north of Knoxville, Tennessee from  

August 1st through August 8th. 
 
The Glenmary Group Volunteer program is a retreat-like, mis-
sion immersion program for high school and college-age volun-
teers and is a ministry of Glenmary Home Missioners. During 
the day, volunteers serve those most in need in Union and 
Grainger    counties. Evenings are spent learning about Appala-
chian culture and experiencing mission life at the local Glen-
mary Catholic  missions located in Rutledge (Grainger County)

and nearby   Maynardville  Union County). Each day ends with 
group reflection time. Through their participation, volunteers   
share in the service and ministry of Glenmary. 
 
Students may register for this trip, by filling out registration 
forms and turning in a $50 deposit to hold their spot. Registra-
tion forms are available in the main office. We will be taking 13 
youth on this summer trip. Students may turn in these forms to 
the parish office in an envelope marked "Attn Nick" or bring 
the forms to youth group on Wednesday nights.  
 
The total cost of the trip is $225 per person, not accounting for 
transportation. It is our hopes that through fundraising with 
the students throughout the spring, we can pay for the trans-
portation costs.  Because of Glenmary's policy students attend-
ing this trip must be 15 years old before the trip. If you have 
any  questions about the trip please do not hesitate to contact 
me via email or by my personal cell phone (815)988-6960.  

Mission Trip & Steubenville North Conference 

Steubenville 
NORTH 

 

St. Paul,  
Minnesota 
July 25-27 

On the  
Campus of  

University of  
St. Thomas 

 

Contact Nick: 
(815) 988-6960 

tel:%28815%29988-6960


Lent offers us all a very special opportunity to grow in our relationship with God and to deepen our commitment to a way of life, rooted in our bap-
tism. In our busy world, Lent provides us with an opportunity to reflect upon our patterns, to pray more deeply, experience sorrow for what we've 
done and failed to do, and to be generous to those in need. We offer resources here to assist our entry into this wonderful season, from our prepar-
ing to begin Lent to our preparing to celebrate the holy three days following Lent. 

From the book Dynamic Catholic :  roughly 7% of Catholic parishioners are doing almost everything 

in their faith community and paying almost entirely for the maintenance and mission of the parish.   

 

There are four things the 7% have in common:   
1. they have a daily commitment to prayer;  
2. they are hungry to learn more about the faith are continuous learners;  
3. they are generous, not just with money and time, but with their love, appreciation, praise, and virtue   
4. and they want others to experience the joy that flows from having a dynamic relationship with God. 

About St. Mary's 
KC Council: 

We are a group of Roman Catholic 
men dedicated to the    service of 
God through activities that sup-
port those in need:  include eld-
erly, mentally challenged, and 

family members of Knights who have gone before us. The 
Steinbrech-Randall council #12129 has 100 + active mem-
bers.   
We support different activities throughout the year, including 
pancake breakfasts, coffee/donuts, basketball shootout, 
tootsie roll drive, family bonfire/hayrack ride, etc.  Members 
of the KC’s, or Brother Knights as we address ourselves, are 
dedicated to Charity, Fraternity, and Unity in the service of 
God. We believe that the talents given to us by our Lord are 
to be shared, and as such we use those talents to help others. 
If you are a Catholic Gentleman in good standing with the 
Holy See, we encourage you to become involved as a mem-
ber of our fraternal order. Vivat Jesus! 

Catholic men 18 or older and in good standing are welcome 
to join the council after participating in a 1st degree initiation.  

 

For more information about the KC’s  
or any of these events, please contact  

Terry Rasmussen(624-2391) or David Ritchie (624-2407) 

6:30 am every Saturday 

Meet in lower level of parish hall—
KC/Youth Room 

 

Open to all men who are  looking to commit them-
selves to a deeper life  following Christ.   

 

Come when you can—come once and see if it is for 
you.  The only commitment is to set your alarm.  

 

Find the support you need to go and make a  
difference in your marriage, home, parish,  

workplace and community. 

TREATING A SYMPTOM   WITH LOVE & PANCAKES 
 

“One death is a tragedy; one million is a statistic.”  
Dictator Joseph Stalin. 

 

It was easy to hear the “statistics” of abortions during the recent 
week of the 41st anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade ruling which  
legalized abortions in America. But have we become numb to  
statistics?  With every single abortion there is a story. What if we 
could alter a single story as it is being written. Informed Choices 
Medical Clinic does that.  According to their website, “Choices is 
here to provide superior medical care for your reproductive health 
at no cost to you. From unplanned pregnancies to STD’s we are 
here for you.” 

 

Abortions are a symptom.  A symptom of the failings of our  
society, our values, in the way we teach our children, and the  
examples we live.  We would be ecstatic to have Roe vs. Wade 
overturned.  However we will not be victorious until there is no 
perceived need to have an abortion. Do we really need a change  
in legislation, or a change of hearts?  Until that day, the Knights  
of Columbus will continue to support March for Life, and Informed 
Choices Medical Clinic. 
 

Last year, the Knights of Columbus gave the proceeds to a pancake 
breakfast to the Informed Choices Clinic for around $800.  This 
year because of your generous support, we will be able to donate 

a little over $1400. Thank you!    Holy Mary, pray for us! 

At St. Marys…. 

Helping Hands is the 
group that helps staff 
funeral dinners,         
provides receptions 
for First Communion 

and Confirmation Masses, and supports other receptions 
as requested.  Our members include anyone                       
(male or  female) who is a member of St. Mary’s.   

We meet four times a year, in March, June, August, and 
November.  The money we raise from the Harvest Festival 
Country Store, Bidding Barn, and our annual Cookie Walk, 
is returned to the church through scholarships, financial 
support for youth group conferences, building loans and 
facilities equipment.   

We would love to see some new faces at our next meet-
ing, Monday, March 24th at 5:30 in the church library.       
If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please give Marianne Harney (624-2630) or                                 
Pat Zimmerman (337-8296) a call. 



Chili Soup Supper 
On Saturday, January 25th the Church Life Commission hosted a parish chili and soup sup-
per, with roughly 150 people in attendance. Chili, turkey noodle soup, homemade breads, 
cinnamon rolls, and desserts made for a delicious menu on a cold evening.  This was a free 
event for parish families with a new twist added this year, a talent show!  JoEllen and Chris-
tian Ritchie performed a beautiful flute duet and 3rd grader Cal Henk showed off his talents 
on piano.  The evening also included a parish favorite, BINGO.   

Many folks pitched in and helped where 
needed during this event: 
David & Therese Barenz –name tags 
Dennis & Lori Uhl –chili masters 
Marie Mahoney, Nancy Springer,  
Suzanne Whatley – turkey soup 
Theresa Smith, Nancy Springer, Don Myers –
sandwiches and veggies 
Jessie Wulfekuhle – cinnamon rolls & desserts 
Nancy Upmeyer, Cami Rasmussen – breads 

Darlene Klouda, Billie Rushek –dessert table 
Dianne Siddell, Marianne Klouda—drink table 
Servers – Jeff and Ellie Schadler, Marv and Sue 
Schmitt 
Dishwashers and cleanup – Darren and Patty 
Benzing, Jeff and Cheryl Geistkemper,Terry 
Rasmussen,  Stephanie Weiskamp, Dennis and 
Lori Uhl 
Molly, Emma and Hannah Bock, Karly Benzing 
and Lauren Geistkemper -table cleanup 

Larry Brecht –Emcee 
Mary Henk – dessert & posters 
Patty Benzing --planning 
DeWayne Klouda & David Barenz –table and 
chair set up, supplies and go to guys 

 

Thanks to all who helped and all who 
came to enjoy this wonderful time          

of parish fellowship. 

4th Grade Altar Server Training with 
Deacons Mitch Krob & David Krob 



Lent offers us all a very special opportunity to grow in our relationship with God and to deepen our commitment to a way of life, rooted in our bap-
tism. In our busy world, Lent provides us with an opportunity to reflect upon our patterns, to pray more deeply, experience sorrow for what we've 
done and failed to do, and to be generous to those in need. We offer resources here to assist our entry into this wonderful season, from our prepar-
ing to begin Lent to our preparing to celebrate the holy three days following Lent. 

It is not the Church’s Need. It is Ours 

By Deacon David Krob 

 

We know when the Church talks about money,  it is  
because the Church needs money.  And I am afraid there is truth in this 
statement.  When the parish needed money in the past, they asked.  They 
asked and you responded when it was necessary to build a new church.  
They asked and you responded when the need for expanded education 
facilities and a fellowship hall was desired. They asked and you responded 
two years ago when we saw that our income had not increased for a num-
ber of years and additional staff was needed to continue the programs 
which are offered.  So I guess we will just wait until they need money 
again, they will ask, and we will respond.  But it should not be that way.   
 
Did you know that Jesus talked about money all of the time?  “You cannot 
serve God and mammon.” (Luke 16:13).  “Take care to guard against all 
forms of greed.”  (Luke 12:15)  “Go sell whatever you have and give it to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.  Then come, follow 
me.”  (Matthew 19:21) The reason he talked about money so often is that 
he knows that our desire for material possessions is the biggest hurdle for 
us to become his true disciples.  We want to hang onto as much as we can 
and we will give when the needs of the Church are great enough.  But in 
reality we should be giving of our treasure because it is our own individual 
need to give back to God from everything he has given us.  It is not the 
Church’s need, it is our need.  It is what is called the spirituality of giving. 
 
The spirituality of giving should be planned, prioritized, percent and pro-
gressive.  Planned givers designate money in their budget to give back to 
God.  Priority givers give to God first before other expenses.  Percentage 
givers give a percentage, not a dollar amount.  Progressive givers increase 
their percentage regularly.  (Taken from Rebuilt, page 182)  This giving is 
about all of our gifts to the poor as well as our offering in our parish. 
 
As we approach the upcoming Season of Lent, it would be good for us to 

take a look at our own spirituality of giving.  Are we fulfilling our own 
need to give back to God from everything he has given us? 

 
 

“Dear brothers and sisters, may this 
Lenten season find the whole Church 

ready to bear witness to all those 
who live in material, moral and spiri-
tual destitution the Gospel message 

of the merciful love of God our        
Father, who is ready to embrace            

everyone in Christ. We can so this to 
the extent that we imitate Christ who 
became poor and enriched us by his 

poverty. Lent is a fitting time for self-
denial; we would do well to ask our-
selves what we can give up in order 

to help and enrich others by our own 
poverty. Let us not forget that real 
poverty hurts: no self-denial is real 
without this dimension of penance.             

I distrust a charity that costs nothing 
and does not hurt.”    Pope Francis   Do you look at your life 

through the light of 
Christ?  When we do, we 
realize our life is not 
about us.  We see the 
imperfections, how we 
are not living out God’s 
desire for our life.  There 
is only one real sadness 
in life: to not be a saint.  
To not find God’s will for 
your life and do it. To 
not be a friend of God.  

Join us for the 
Lenten Study: Three 
Paths to Holiness. 



 

COMING UP:   Mark Your Calendars... 

Saturday, April 5 from 6:00-8:00  Free Dinner & Childcare Provided 

We are bringing the nationally acclaimed Smart Discipline Seminar to St. Mary, Solon.   
You may have heard about this program in Parents Magazine or on PBS or NPR or you 
may have seen the book in the bookstores; Smart Discipline by Larry Koenig, Ph.D. It 
continues to be America’s most well attended parenting seminar. 

 

The presenter, Jim Garnett, is a Nationally Certified Parent Trainer, and brings over 
thirty years experience in family counseling to each seminar.   Over the last 17 years 
more than 50,000 Iowa youth have benefited from his teaching.   If you have a great 
home life with your kids, Smart Discipline can make it better.  If you have a home life 
that needs some improving, Smart Discipline can be your answer! SIGN-UP ONLINE 

A fun-filled seminar packed 

with great ideas about               

discipline and self-esteem…. 

for all ages 

 18th ANNUAL CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE 

Saturday, April 5, 2014      Xavier High School—Cedar Rapids 

For more information or to register… catholicmenonline.org 

Learn about UNBOUND 

at Masses May 3 & 4 

Together with people like you, Unbound provides direct financial 

support and encouragement to those living on the margins of soci-

ety.  we serve over 300,000 children, youth and elderly people.  

By Lisa Connell:  This is an excellent program founded in 
1981 by lay Catholics to sponsor individuals living in pov-
erty around the world.  My daughters chose two boys 
who were there same ages.  They wrote letters and ex-
changed pictures over the years.  The cost is about $1/
day and pays for their education, food, clothing and 
medical care.  The girls really benefited from this pro-
gram (as well as the boys in the Philippines! ) 



Vacation Bible School 
July 14-18,  2014 

 

SIGN-UPS BEGIN  IN MARCH 
 

For those going into K-6th 
grades in the  fall of 2014 

 

Friday’s at 10:00am  
St. Mary Parish Hall  

Those participating help determine the  
types of activities moms would like to 
do with other moms and their children.  
For now, we get together to support 
each other, while the kids play with 
each other! 

For more information call:   
Lindsey Carey at 319-400-2484  

Little Lamb 
Nursery 

We have a nursery, during the 
10:30 Mass,  for children ages 
birth to 4 years old. It is staffed 
by trained adult and teen              
volunteers and is open from 
10:15am-11:40am on Sundays. 

 

 

St. Mary's  
Easter Egg Hunt 

Sunday, April 27th  
from 4:30-6:30 

Come enjoy an Easter Egg 
Hunt, arts/crafts, games            

and pizza 

Living the Ups & 
Downs of Our Faith 

Dark Nights & Doubt  

 

Saturday, April 5, 2014 
9:00am-3:30 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish 
Hiawatha Iowa  

 

Flyers in church gathering space $25 
for the day, register by March 24  

“We live with a deep secret that  
sometimes we know, and then not!”  

 
Faith has this curious quality.  

Some days we can walk on water,  
and other days we feel like atheists. 

This conference will explore the  
deep inner dynamics of faith. 

 
What is real faith? - What is true doubt? 

What are the dark nights of the soul  
that can assail us? 

How do we work at sustaining  
a genuine faith? 

Co-sponsored by the Arch/Dioceses of Dubuque, Davenport and Des Moines 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

CHRIST OUR LIFE 
Regional Catholic Conference 

 
We invite you now to gather 

your family, friends and fellow  
parishioners to hear the  
teaching and witnessing  

of world-renowned  
Catholic speakers.  

 

Join us in Des Moines 
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 20 and 21,  
at Wells Fargo Arena.  

 
www.christourlifeiowa.com 

STEUBENVILLE  

BREAKFAST 

Sunday, May 4, 7:30am-noon 
Please support our teens—funds used  

for chaperones & transportation 
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ADDRESS SERVIICE REQUESTED 

Sunday, March 2nd 
following the 8:30 and 

10:30am Masses 

Ash Wednesday Masses 

March 5 
7:00am  &  6:30pm 

 PARENTS—You deserve a special  

Couples Night OutCouples Night OutCouples Night Out   
For those with kids still at home….For those with kids still at home….For those with kids still at home….   

 

Saturday, March 1 
Following 5:00 Mass,  
in St. Mary’s Hall  
6:00-8:30 

                        F R E E  D I N N E R  &  F R E E  D I N N E R  &  F R E E  D I N N E R  &     
C H I L D C A R E  P R O V I D E DC H I L D C A R E  P R O V I D E DC H I L D C A R E  P R O V I D E D    

Parents:  meet for dinner & talk in  
main level parish hall 

Childcare if needed: meet for dinner 
 & play in lower level  

 

With: 
Lisa & Joel  

Schmidt  from  
Des Moines Talks Following Dinner: 

Pray, Work, Rest & Play  

Strengthen the Mr. & Mrs.   

Family Social Media Plan  

 

 

This short gathering is designed for those who    
are new to our parish or would like to know more 
about us. Get a “behind the scenes” look at a year 
in the life of our parish, learn about our different  

ministries,  and take a tour of our facilities.  

Remain in the pews after Mass and                              
we’ll begin our “open house” from there. 
We hope you can join us to learn more about 

our parish family & facilities! 

Call Julie if you  
would like to come 

360-5854 


