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 “I thirst.”  We are all familiar with these words of Jesus.  He spoke them as he was 

dying on the cross.  And I am sure he was thirsty.  He had been arrested the night before, 

taken into custody, mocked, beaten, made to stay awake throughout the night, given a 

cross to carry through the hot and dusty streets of Jerusalem and then nailed to the cross 

where he hung for three agonizing hours.  All the while, he was not given anything eat or 

drink.  You bet he was thirsty.  And what did they give him to drink?  Vinegar.  But we also 

know that everything that Jesus said and did while alive was meant to tell us something 

and teach us something.  We have to look beyond the words “I thirst.” 

 Today’s gospel reading is similar.  Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at the well, 

“Give me a drink.”  And as on the cross, I am sure he was thirsty.  He and his disciples had 

been walking all morning as they were traveling from Judea to Galilee.  Knowing that area 

of the world, we can believe that it was hot and dusty.  No four lane highways to travel on, 

just dusty, rocky, uneven trails.  So, you bet, Jesus was thirsty.  But, this story was included 

in the Gospel of John for a reason other than Jesus needing a drink of water.  For Jesus, his 

thirst was not for water, but for the Samaritan woman’s soul.  And his “I thirst” on the cross 

was more than his physical thirst, it was a thirst for the pain his mother was experiencing to 

go away, for the hearts of those who crucified him to be changed, a thirst for the love all 

mankind.  Jesus is thirsty for love of a human heart.  Jesus’ thirst was our thirst.     

The woman came to the well to draw water.  Maybe she was thirsty, maybe it was water to 

cook with.  Whatever the reason she had no other purpose than to draw water.  Then she 

met Jesus.  He turns his request, “give me a drink.” around to opening the woman’s eyes to 

her own thirst.  A thirst she did not even realize she had.  A thirst for the Messiah.  And this 

thirst changed her whole life.  She became one of the first evangelizers for Christ.  So, what 

are we thirsting for? 

 In our daily lives we have many things we thirst for.  We have a need for food, work, 

accomplishments, other people, drink, and more.  We thirst for relationships, for praise, 

and maybe a good stiff drink in the evening.   Each of these is a good in itself.  But if taken 

to excess, they lose their value.   

We have another thirst that we are born with.  A thirst that is part of being human.  A thirst 

that was given us by our creator.  And that is a thirst for a closeness with God.  This is a 
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thirst that we mostly may not realize.  We may go through many years of our lives without 

being aware of this thirst.   St. Augustine reminds us of this thirst as he wrote in his 

autobiography Confessions “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”  Augustine lived 

a very checkered life for many years.  But deep down he was searching for something that 

he did not even recognize.  He knew there was something more than just the loose and 

carefree life he was living.  He knew there was something else and he sensed that it was a 

close relationship with God.  And once he came to realize that the truth was in the Catholic 

Church he was able to connect with God and became a Doctor of the Church.  Two modern 

day converts to the faith Scott Hahn and David Anders, both who wrote books about their 

conversion, also felt the deep deep pull to get to know Jesus through the Catholic Church.  

Their journey was not like Augustine’s, but for them both it was something that they just 

could not turn away from.  It was an inborn thirst.  Our inborn thirst for God is much the 

same as these men.  Probably not as dramatic, but the same. 

On March 1st at St. Patrick’s Church in Iowa City our Diocese celebrated the Rite of Election 

and Call to Continued Conversion.  This is a ritual step for those in our Diocese who are 

studying in anticipation of joining the Catholic Church.  Sixty-two Catechumens (those who 

are not Baptized) and eighty-five Candidates (those who are Baptized Christians) were in 

attendance for that Liturgy.  Those who are looking to join the Catholic Church do so for a 

variety of reasons.  But underlying their reasons may be a conscious or un-conscious desire 

or thirst to learn more about Jesus and Church he started.  We have in our parish four 

adults who are currently participating in our RCIA, Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  In 

our weekly meetings there is a sense of desire to understand what this Catholic Tradition is 

all about.  The exciting thing about this for me is that I can see the desire to understand, 

the desire to join the Church, the desire to become part of our Church community, the 

thirst that these individuals display in the questions they ask.             

Just like the Samaritan woman at the well we are all thirsty for a closer relationship with 

God.  Most of us do not consciously realize that but if we admit it to ourselves that is in fact 

why we are here today and every Sunday.  We are looking to quench our thirst by listening 

to the Word of God and participating in the celebration of the Eucharistic feast.  The more 

our thirst for the Lord increases the thirst for worldly things decreases.  Our Lenten journey 

is meant to strengthen and prepare us for the ultimate gift that God had given us, his Son 

who died and was resurrected from the dead for us.  Our Lenten journey is meant to help 

us to help quench our thirst for God.   

  


