
Jacinta Marto was 7 years in the summer of 1917 when Our Blessed 
Mother Mary appeared to the three shepherd children six consecutive 
months.  During these apparitions Mary promised that Jacinta and her 
brother Francisco would soon go to Heaven.  If the children had not been 
promised heaven in June; they said that the vision of hell Mary revealed to 
them in July, would have caused them to die of a terror.   
 
In each of the six apparitions, Mary asked them to pray the Rosary for con-
version of sinners.  Mary asked them to offer sacrifices for the many souls 
who have no one to pray for their salvation.  Mary warned if people did 
not repent, Russia would spread its errors (atheistic socialism and its de-
struction of faith and family) throughout the world. Satan ensnares us with 
his lies, Mary came to warn us of his attempt to destroy God’s creation. 

After they had been taken ill during the Spanish Influenza epidemic in October, 1918, Ja-

cinta told her cousin that Our Lady had come and said she would fetch Francisco very 

soon, that Jacinta herself would go to two hospitals and be alone.  

 

Jacinta went on to develop pneumonia and then tuberculosis. A purulent abscess in her side 

caused her great agony. She was taken to the hospital in Vila Nova de Ourem. Although 

she hated being separated from Lucia she welcomed the opportunity it gave her to offer up 

her suffering as a sacrifice. After two months she was no better and returned home. A local 

priest advised her to say her prayers in bed, since she fell over whenever she got up to say 

them. Later she was taken to Lisbon, but as there were no beds available in the hospital she 

ended up in a kind of orphanage. She was happy there since she was able to receive Com-

munion every day. 

 

On 2nd February, Jacinta was finally admitted to the Estfania hospital where she was 

lonely and unhappy. On 10th February two of her ribs were removed under local anaes-

thetic. Although the daily dressing of the wound caused her agony she never complained. 

She told the lady in charge of the orphanage when she visited her that Our Lady had ap-

peared and promised to fetch her soon and that her pain would stop. It did. On the evening 

of 20th February, 1920, she asked to receive the Last Rites. A priest heard her confession 

and promised to bring her Communion next morning, but Jacinta died peacefully that 

night. Alone. She was almost eleven. 

 

Visitors who saw Jacinta in her open coffin exclaimed that she seemed to be alive, with the 

loveliest colour. The unpleasant odour due to her illness was replaced by ‘a fragrance as of 

the most delicious flowers’. 

 

When Jacinta’s coffin was opened on 12th September, 1935, during its removal to a tomb 

especially built at Fatima, her face was seen to be perfectly incorrupt. Her relics and those 

of Francisco lie in the Basilica at Fatima, with the simple inscription: “Here lie the mortal 

remains of Francisco and Jacinta to whom Our Lady appeared.” 

In 1917, 100 years ago, Jacinta, suffering from 

pneumonia and then tuberculosis, continued to 
receive visits from Mary as she lay in her hospital 
bed.  Jacinta relayed these messages Mary shared, 
which so saddened our Blessed Mother, including:  

 “Certain fashions will be introduced that will 
offend Our Lord very much.”   

 “The sins of the world are very great…               
if men only knew what eternity is, they would 
do everything in their power to change their 
lives.”  “More souls go to Hell because of sins  
of the flesh than for any other reason.”   

 “Woe to women wanting in modesty.”   

In 2017, Today,  we are blessed with many beau-

tiful young people who understand the “errors” 
leading so many away from God’s goodness.  They 
see how the distortion of God’s truth is destroying 
so many lives and marriages.  They recognize how 
Jesus’ words in the Gospel of John, are manifested 
in our culture:  “Satan was a murderer from the 
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, 
because there is no truth in him.” Satan cannot 
create—he can only work to destroy and distort 
the good things God has made:  the unborn child, 
being created male and female, design for mar-

riage. Let’s support those sharing God’s truth! 


