
Our Final Note From Fr. Jim 
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JUNE 2014 

Family Easter Egg Hunt, Games & Pizza Party on April 28 

Well, it’s been a great four years…   
How time flies!  I thank all of you for allowing the  
Holy Spirit to work through you to touch the lives of one  
another, our community and even places beyond Solon. 
 
So many thoughts come to mind as I look back over four 
years.  I remember the parish planning process that we 
participated in, along with all the other parishes of the 
diocese.  We asked everyone at Mass to help us identify 
the areas that make us a “vibrant parish.”  We also asked 
everyone in what areas we needed to grow. 
 
Based upon your input, the parish Pastoral and Finance 
Councils prayerfully gathered to chart the parish’s course 
for the coming years.  We wrote a mission statement to 
guide all the ministry of the parish:  “To create and main-
tain a Christ-centered Catholic community where our 
personal call to holiness, service and spiritual growth 
leads to continued authentic witness as Christians.” 
 
Evaluating the input we received from all of you, we also 
identified our greatest needs:  Leadership, Stewardship 
and Evangelization.  That led to hiring additional staff to 
reach out to youth and young adults; and most recently 
to also include young families and parish life.  A Steward-
ship Team was developed to help direct the giftedness  
of parishioners into various ministries. 
 
The Church also gave us a new translation of the prayers 
of the Mass.  It gave us an opportunity to study the vari-
ous parts of the Mass through short videos before the 
weekend liturgies as well as a series of bulletin inserts. 
 
I remember our first Christmas together.  I know some 
were nervous about moving the 5pm Christmas Eve Mass 
to the Parish Life Center.  I was delighted that over 650 
people could comfortably and actively worship together 
in one space, instead of being crowded into the church 
that seats about 350.  I know the bishop praised every-
one who ministered at the Christmas Eve Mass when I 
was out of commission due to an unexpected surgery.  
He never felt so welcomed! 
 



Fr. Jim continued... 

We have celebrated many milestones in the lives of many            
people during these four years through the sacraments of              
Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation and Marriage.  I have especially 
enjoyed sharing the gift of the Catholic faith with the many 
adults who have joined us through the RCIA process.    
 
I also value the opportunity to mourn with families who experi-
enced the death of a loved one and assure them of the hope of 
eternal life.  All of these events delve us deeper into the mystery 
of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and bestowal of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The experience of helping prepare Deacon Mitch and Deacon 
David for their ordination to the diaconate is very memorable.  
They are truly a blessing for all of us in the many ways they         
minister to and with us all. 
 

Over the past four years Saint Mary’s has grown to well over  
600 families.  There are many reasons why families join a church.  
Most importantly is that they feel welcome.  That’s something 
no special program can provide.  It’s a feeling that they  experi-
ence from all of us. That’s a very special gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
I have enjoyed ministering with a wonderful staff, too.  I thank 
them for their dedication to the parish and their enthusiasm of 
sharing their personal lives of faith with us all and their creativity 
in helping us all grow closer to Jesus. 
 
As you prepare to receive a new pastor, Father Timothy Sheedy, 
I pray that you will welcome him as you have welcomed me.  
Transition times are always filled with a host of feelings whether 
they be within a family or a parish.  As you have helped me             
personally grow in priesthood, please share that same prayerful 
support with him. 

There are many reasons why families join a 
church.  Most importantly is that they feel 

welcome.  That’s something no special   
program can provide.  It’s a feeling that 

they  experience from all of us.  

We also need to keep praying for vocations to the priesthood.   
The gift of the Eucharist depends upon the ordained priest’s     
special calling to be the instrument of the Church through whom 
the Holy Spirit changes bread and wine into the Body and Blood         
of Christ.  I have invited several young men in the parish to pray 
about the possibility of a vocation to priesthood.  I encourage all  
of us to personally encourage those at Saint Mary’s whom you 
think may have a religious vocation and keep them in our prayer. 
 

We all share a tremendous gift of priesthood through the            
sacrament of Baptism which is constantly renewed as a family 
through the celebration of the Eucharist on the Lord’s Day.             
We are all called to offer our lives each day to God and participate 
in the mission of Jesus by encouraging people to follow his way  
of life. Pope Francis says it well: 
 

Today, as the Church seeks to experience a profound missionary  
renewal, there is a kind of preaching which falls to each of us as a 
daily responsibility. It has to do with bringing the Gospel to the    
people we meet, whether they be our neighbors or complete strang-
ers. This is the informal preaching which takes place in the middle of 
a conversation, something along the lines of what a missionary does 
when visiting a home. Being a disciple 
means  being constantly ready to bring 
the love of Jesus to others, and this can 
happen unexpectedly and in any place: on 
the street, in  a city square, during work, 
on a journey.  (The Joy of the Gospel, #127) 
 

May we all accept the challenge of being 
faithful disciples of Jesus.  Know that I 
will keep you all in prayer as I journey to 
Saint John Vianney in Bettendorf.  I also 
appreciate your prayers for me and    
Father Sheedy.  May the Lord continue 
to bless you all with the vibrant gifts of 
faith, hope and love. 
 

Every Blessing ~ 
 
 
 

 
 



Coming Up This Summer… 

June 14 & 15—Can Drive 

Steubenville Fundraiser: This summer,       
45 teens will be attending a Catholic Teen 
Conference in the Twin Cities.  Help us with 

our transportation costs by dropping off redeemable cans 
and bottles before or after the weekend Masses. 

June 22—Car Wash 

Mission Trip Fundraiser: This summer,  
12 teens will be going to Tennessee to 
volunteer with the Glenmary Catholic 

Missions.  They will be washing cars before, during and 
after Masses during this morning.   

June 7—Garage Sales 
8:00am-noon 
Fr. Jim’s House:   313 East 1st Street 
in Solon, (& Friday 3-7pm)                 
Help  Fr. Jim “de-clutter” as he get’s 
ready for his move to Bettendorf. 

St. Mary Parish Hall: funds raised will be donated to the 
charity, “Mary’s Meals.” This organization provides school 
lunches for 800,000 children around the world.  by pro-
viding a daily meal in a place of education, chronically 
poor children are attracted to the classroom where they 
can gain a basic education that provides an escape route 
from poverty.  Sponsored by St. Mary’s Order of Foresters.  
For more Information:  joellen@solonstmary.org 

PLEASE 
JOIN US 
June 22 
12:30-2:30 

For Fr. Jim’s  
Farewell Reception 

Help us celebrate and share our appreciation with    
Fr. Jim as our pastor for these last four years. 

Join us  for a potluck style reception and  open house from 
12:30-2:30 in the parish hall.  Meat, dessert  and paper 

products provided, consider bringing a side dish  or salad.   
Drop by to share your well wishes with Fr. Jim                          
for all he has done for us these past four years                         
in bringing us closer to Christ and his Church. 

July 4—Volunteers 
Needed for Free 
Lunch Program 

In Iowa City 

St. Mary’s volunteers will be serving lunch at the Free Lunch 
Program on July 4th.  We are tentatively planning a BBQ 
menu with hot dogs/burgers, potato salad, fresh fruit, etc.  

 

Volunteers are welcome and needed to: 
Prepare food in their homes the day before 
Prepare food on-site from 9am-noon 
Help serve noon-1pm 
Help with clean up 1-3pm 
 

Volunteers will not be responsible for purchasing food—
ingredients will be provided. Families are welcome too! 
What better way to start off your 4th of July weekend than to 
help others in need! If you’d like to join in, please contact 
patty@solonstmary.org or 319-541-4253. 

July 14-18 
Vacation 

Bible School 

JOIN US AT 
VBS                8:30-

11:00 daily  

VBS is for those going into grade K-6th in the fall of 2014.  
Each day you’ll hear stories about God’s love for you, 
make cool crafts, learn great songs, play super fun  
games, and make new friends.   

To register a child or volunteer to help                                          

Bouncy House & Yard Games 
BBQ  &  Bonfire 

Meat, paper products, water and 
lemonade provided.   

Bring:  lawn chairs or blanket, side 
dish, adult or other beverages.    

August 16 
Annual Bonfire               
& Picnic   6-9pm 

This has been a success due to the gener-
ous donations from our parish family.      
As you work in the garden or are enjoying 

hobbies during the summer months, keep in mind that the 
Country Store and Bidding Barn will be in need of donations. 

               September 28 
                  Annual Harvest Festival 

mailto:patty@solonstmary.org


Our Parish Family 

Baptisms We welcome with great joy! 
Liam Secrest  3-9-14  Nicholas & Aubrey Secrest  
Henry Studt  3-29-14  Robert Studt & Sara Olson 
Harper Heman  4-6-14  Nicholas & Salina Heman  
John Slattery  4-12-14  Joseph & Carlene Slattery  
Isabella Nearad  4-19-14  Lee Nearad & Kristin Burnhardt 
Tatum Burnhardt 4-19-14  Kristin Burnhardt  
Oliver Pfannebecker 4-19-14  Lisa Pfannebecker  
Grayson Maxwell II 4-17-14  David Maxwell II & Ashley Klosterman 
Maddox Kelly  5-4-14  Cody & Jessica Kelly  
Gavin Kelly  5-4-14  Cody & Jessica Kelly 
Aubrey Kelly  5-4-14  Cody & Jessica Kelly 
Brynley  Plotz  5-4-14  Benjamin Plotz & Katrina Postel 
Sophia Jedlicka  5-24-14  Nick & Amber Jedlicka 
 

New Catholics through RCIA  We welcome with great joy! 
Benjamin Bakeris  Kari Bakeris  Jordan Clemsen 
Kimberly Cullen   Joshua Lyons  Timothy Martin 
Kristin Nearad   DeWayne Olney Lisa Pfannebecker 
Matthew Ruzicka  Karissa Whitman Bill Wirth 
Jessica Wulfekuhle 
 

New Parishioners in 2013 We’re glad you’re here! 
Justin Parker & Ashley Maitland  Andrew & Hallie Pugely 
Pat & Lisa McDonnell   Matthew & Courtney Kidwell 
Nicholas & Amber Jedlicka  Andrew & Jessica Wulfekuhle 
Kyle & Sheri Hansen   Tim & Sarah Martin 
Danielle Neiland   Zach & Abby Cannon 
Michael Humpal & Lindsey Knapp Brian & Emily Heithoff 
 

Marriages  Congratulations! 
Shawn Feyerabend & Amanda Levins 3-15-14 
Jordan Cullen & Kimberly Zeutenhorst 4-4-14 
Jacob Mroz & Courtney Holubar    5-31-2014 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Father, hear our prayers for these couples who were united     
in marriage before your altar. Give them your blessing, 
and strengthen their love for each other. We ask you this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns        
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever Amen. 

Eternal rest, grant unto them  O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful  
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this 
very moment, to a renewed personal   
encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an 
openness to letting him encounter them;   
I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each 
day. No one should think that this invita-
tion is not meant for him or her, since “no 
one is excluded from the joy brought by 
the Lord”. The Lord does not disappoint 
those who take this risk; whenever we 
take a step towards Jesus, we come to 
realize that he is already there, waiting  
for us with open arms. “ 
 
“The great danger in today’s world,      
pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the 
desolation and anguish born of a compla-
cent yet covetous heart, the feverish pur-
suit of frivolous pleasures, and a blunted 
conscience. Whenever our interior life 
becomes caught up in its own interests 
and concerns, there is no longer room for 
others, no place for the poor. This is a very 
real danger for believers too. Many fall 
prey to it, and end up resentful, angry and 
listless. That is no way to live a dignified 
and fulfilled life; it is not God’s will for us, 
nor is it the life in the Spirit which has its 
source in the heart of the risen Christ. “ 
 
“If we are to share our lives with others 
and generously give of ourselves, we also 
have to realize that every person is worthy 
of our giving. God created that person in 
his image, and he or she reflects some-
thing of God’s glory. Every human being is 
the object of God’s infinite tenderness, 
and he himself is present in their 

lives. Jesus offered his precious blood on 

the cross for that person. Appearances 
notwithstanding, every person is           
immensely holy and deserves our love. 
Consequently, if I can help at least one 
person to have a better life, that already 
justifies the offering of my life. It is a won-
derful thing to be God’s faithful people. “  

The Joy of the Gospel 
Pope Francis 

November, 2013  

Deaths  We Pray and Remember 
Lane Salow           3-1-14  Robert Ernst  3-13-14 
Magdalen Kasper        3-14-14  Herman Stout    5-29-14 



Secrest Family Maxwell Family & Dcn. Holte Slattery Family 

Jedlicka Family Kelly Family Plotz Family & Dcn. Krob 

 “Our baptism has changed us, given us a new and glorious hope, and empowered us to bring                      

God’s redeeming love to all, particularly the poor, in whom we see the face of Christ. Our baptism has also given                        
us a share in the Church’s mission of evangelization; as disciples, we are also missionaries”   Pope Francis 

 

If you have a family member in the service, please send 
the info & photo to Kathy at khirl@southslope.net or 

Nancy at  nancyupmeyer@hotmail.com  

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
Lord hold our troops in your loving hands 

Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in our time of need. 

 

With increasing unrest in our world, please    
remember our military in your prayers and 

thoughts. Take time to look at our military wall  
in the gathering space. Feel free to send a card 
or note with thoughts of appreciation for their 
service. Addresses are posted on the wall next  

to the picture board. 

Major Richard Anderson 

AB Austin Dall 

Lance Corporal Adam Hamiel 

Michael Gillet 

William Henk 

LCDR Timothy Platz 

Majors Karri &  
Todd Roman 

 

LCpl Elliot Rooy 

PFC Chase Samek 

SRA Alexander Virden 

Sgt. Natalya Virden 

Tatum Burnhardt Isabella Nearad 

mailto:khirl@southslope.net
mailto:nancyupmeyer@hotmail.com


First Communion 

Homebound Communion  
Our Homebound Communion Ministry  
 Each week we bring the Eucharist to 5-10 
people in their homes  and to the residents 
at the Solon Care Center.   We share the 
gospel message and notes on the homily,  
we pray with them and give them Holy  
Communion.  Some of those who bring  
communion and also receive communion 
share with us about  this ministry: 
 

Linda Croy:  “I receive joy in knowing and 
am in awe that I was given a “nudge from 
above” to serve as a Eucharistic minister not 
only to our parish  community but also tak-
ing communion to the homebound.  The fel-
lowship with the homebound individuals is 
especially rewarding for me, as they are so 
appreciative and really look forward to us 
coming to their homes.  I would like to share 
a couple of experiences I have had; one lady 
was not feeling well, had trouble swallow-
ing,  so I tried to comfort her, listen and she 
was thankful with us just holding hands and 

reciting the Our Father together.  Another 
lady, when I got to the point of us reciting 
the Our Father, I felt mesmerized that we 
had a connection looking into her eyes.  I 
plan to continue, as long as I am able. 

Theresa Mitchell:  “My mother-in-law was 
at the Solon Care Center for 3 1/2 years. Af-
ter she passed away I didn't want to lose my 
connection with the many special residents 
of our St. Mary's and Solon community who 

remained there.  On many occasions we 
shared meals and various activities with 
these people and their families.  It's their 
laughter and smiles, a twinkle of the eye, 
kind words, a squeeze of the hand, and 
sometimes even sharing their tears which 
touched me.  Now when I am there it's so 
good to see residents and staff.  They wel-
come me; express their gratitude so much so 
that I receive so much more than I give to 
them.   Also it's an honor to be an ambassa-
dor of the Catholic Church and representa-
tive of the body of Christ. Everyone that I 
take communion to is so very appreciative; 
ask that I come back again.  Even the prayers 
we share help me to feel so very lucky that 
this small act makes such a HUGE difference 
in their lives.” 

Nancy Upmeyer: ”I enjoy taking commun-
ion out to our folks in the community; they 
really appreciate our visits.  Special memo-
ries include giving communion to a husband 
on the tractor, saying the Lord's Prayer with 

Sunday, April 27—8:30 

Abigail Kathryn Felton 
Nathan Robert Spengler 
 

Sunday, April 27—10:30 

Jacob Dean Benzing 
Gracie Elizabeth Federspiel 
Nicholas Rodney Johnson 

John Ryan McCarty 
Audrey Hope Michels 
Mason Robert Pauley 

Allison Jane Quaintance 
Weston Erik Steinbrech 

Saturday, April 26—5:00 

Ella Diane Berns 
Abygail Ann Bucheit 

Benjamin Lee Duckett 
Mia Marie Duckett 

Jamison Jordyn Grimm 
Ellie Jane Heiar 

Joshua Lloyd Henneberry 
Claire Mae Leone 
Ethan John Melloy 

Hailey Hannah Miller 
Sophia Margaret Root 
Cael Michael Schramm 

Mia Mae Stahle 
Garret James  Stebral 

Vincent Gary Steinbrech 
Lincoln Michael Swann 
Ryan Anthony Walsh 

Tyler Daniel Wulfekuhle 

From Fr. Jim’s First Communion Homily: 
 

 “My Father is 97 years old.   
That means over the course of his  

lifetime, going to Mass every week,  
he received Jesus in communion at least 

4680 times.  My hope and prayer for you is 
that your First Communion today, is the  

first of  thousands over the course  
of your lifetime, too.”  

Peg Stritesky “They sum up the gospel and homily in words that help us to use the 
lesson in our everyday lives and in our healing.  They are good about helping.” 

Thank You: David Krob, Chuck Gleason, 
Linda Croy, June Maiers, Mitch Holte, Gwen 

Prentice, Theresa Zeller, Adam Haluska, 
Theresa Mitchell, and Nancy Upmeyer. 



Joining the Church at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday 

The 13 adults who joined 
the church & their sponsors.  

 From the Easter Vigil Mass:  of your 
own free will you have asked to be  

received into the full communion of the 
Catholic Church. You have made your  

decision after careful thought under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. I now invite 

you to come forward with your sponsors 

and in the presence of this community to 
profess the Catholic faith. In this faith 

you will be one with us for the first time 
at the Eucharistic table of the Lord     

Jesus, the sign of the Church’s unity.  

Potluck dinner with new members and their sponsors. 

a lady's dogs in my lap, and helping a     
person after bypass surgery connect with 
another bypass patient.  He is now blossom-
ing in good health and paying forward to 
others from his experience. There is always 
a warm thank you, lots of laughing and vis-
iting, and some of the best recipes ever! 
Spiritual help is so important as parish 
members heal from illnesses.  Praying and 
sharing Father’s message each week helps 
me to understand my own faith. I receive far 
more than I give and I am grateful to the 
wonderful people I visit.  With the addition 
of new volunteers, we are now bring com-
munion to the nursing home on Sundays.  
I marvel on how the residents’ faith never 
fails.  Making the sign of the cross and pray-
ing is so natural and spontaneous despite 
declines in physical and mental abilities.   
 

Don and Rita Brannamann: We very much 
appreciate having communion brought to 
us-- it is nice to be part of the Mass. 

Tom and  
Shelley  
Stackhouse: 
The loss feeling 
of not being 
able to attend 
Mass and      
receive the 
Eucharist was 

prominent in my rehabilitation problem 
after bypass surgery.  When St. Mary’s sent 
people out to me to bring the Eucharist, I 
was astounded because I lived so far away.  
I was uncomfortable asking because I lived 
so far away, but they just showed up.  It 
made my day! 
 

Cliff and Evelyn Kramer It’s a great pro-
gram—we get communion every week and 
we always have something to talk about 
regarding religion and the church.  It’s going 
pretty smooth and we look forward to it 
each week.  It keeps us close to our religion.  

We have been able to help others in our 
building to use the services at St. Mary’s 
because of how closely we are followed.  
We are able to keep up with what’s going 
on at church because we get the bulletin 
with our communion visit and we always 
have a good visit.  I like to ask tough ques-
tions like “What did Jesus do from age  20 
to 33 years?   I am still looking for the     
answer!” 
 

Boot Breza  “The people that come to see 
me are all nice.  I am very impressed with 
Adam Haluska.  He is a nice young man and 
my family knows him too.  I enjoy Chuck 
Gleason, he really tends to business. I think 
he could be a great deacon.  I want to men-
tion Linda Croy too.  She always calls me on 
Saturday to find out if I want to receive 
communion.  She really enjoys what she 
does.  Deacon Mitch always brings his wife.  
She sure is friendly and sweet.  I think they 
are all just great to volunteer to do this.” 



The Journeys of some who Joined the Church at Easter (continued on next page) 

Josh Lyons  

 

My RCIA experience 
this past year lead 
me to a stronger 
understanding of 
the Catholic Church 
as well as my own 
spirituality. I have 
always had a belief 
in God or at least in 
a higher power, but 
I never really under-
stood what that 
meant in the con-
text of my own life.  
 

Our family has been a member of the church for several years 
because my wife, Michelle, is Catholic and grew up going to 
Mass with her family. I, on the other hand, did not grow up 
attending church for various reasons. As a family attending St. 
Mary's, I have always gone, but without understanding or 
really wanting to understand. It was just the "right" thing to do 
for the family and kids. 
 

Over the past few years my attitude and interest changed in 
the church due to my daughter receiving her first communion 

and other various life events that gave me pause about my life 
and purpose. I wanted to know more and understand my spiri-
tuality and faith in a different way and go deeper. I knew their 
was something more. This is when I turned to the church and 
knew it was time to join not just as a "member" but as a true 
participant for both my family and myself.  
 

The RCIA experience this past year has given me a renewed 
sense of who I am and where I belong. Father and the    
Deacons were very much vested in our learning as a group and 
did not hesitate to answer questions about the Catholic faith 
and its traditions. We had many great discussions about the 
history of the church but even more so about Jesus Christ and 
the lessons he teaches us through scripture. The RCIA experi-
ence allowed us all as new members to the Catholic Church to 
become a family in faith together as we developed this new 
found understanding of not just what it means to be a Catholic 
but what it means to be Christian and to live the life that we 
were meant to have. The Kingdom of God is within each of us. 

Jessica Wulfekuhle 
My faith            
journey started 
when my son 
Max was born 
in the summer 
of 2013. Max 
had an eventful 
first 6 months 
of life. He had 
airway surgery 
in September 
and a scheduled 
heart surgery in 
December. 

While discussing Max’s baptism, Father Vrba handed me 
RCIA class forms and told me that although life was crazy, 
come when I could. And I did. 

Max went in for heart surgery and was in the OR for 2 hours 
before his surgeon and cardiologist came up to the PICU to 
tell us they were not doing the surgery and that we’d be 
going home that day! I put my head in my hands, sobbed, 
praised God, thanked Jesus and went to recovery to get my 
baby! 

Soon calmer days arrived, classes continued and Max got 
healthier every day. Tyler (my very patient 9 year old son) 
had more of my attention and I was becoming more         
involved in the church. At Easter Vigil, we received the    
Sacraments. It wasn’t until that night that I realized just how 
bonded we all are. We grew together to know God and His 
Son. We all started our faith journey for different reasons, 
but we all crossed the bridge towards God. What a blessing 
it has been to know, learn, share and pray with them over 
this past year! 

 

 

 
 

God used Max to bring our  
family closer to Him and truly, 
my journey has just begun.        
I find myself spending more 
time in prayer. Finding the   
message that scripture is telling 
me. Letting the Holy Spirit    
enter my heart and guide me. 
Healing has begun, not only on 
Max but in my heart too. 

I wanted to know more and under-
stand my spirituality and faith in a 

different way and go deeper. I knew 
their was something more.  

God used Max to bring our 
family closer to Him and truly, 

my journey has just begun.  



Kimberly Cullens 

 

My desire to learn more about the Catholic Church started 
after my husband and I moved back to Iowa from Denver, 
CO to be closer to family.  My husband and his family are 
Catholic.  Growing up Lutheran, and experimenting with 
various Protestant denominations, I told my husband that I 
would never convert.  I can be quite stubborn when I want to 
be, and unfortunately I was taught that Catholics were not 
Christians. So, I firmly “held my ground.”  However, I went to 
Mass with my husband when he wanted, and secretly 
wished I could partake in receiving communion.   
 

I floored my husband when I told him I was signing up for 
RCIA classes.  There were never any epiphanies associated 
with my interest in Catholicism. I just felt a strong desire to 
create unity in my marriage in every way that I could.  I then 
began to feel empty from not having received any type of 
communion since starting RCIA classes.  I couldn’t just go to 
a Lutheran church and receive communion anymore, be-
cause I knew the true meaning of the practice.  I also began 
to learn that not only are Catholics strong Christians, but 
they are technically the very first Christian Church.   

I had no idea!  That alone 
led to a strong conviction 
that Catholicism was the 
right path for me.     
 

Meeting every Tuesday 
night was peaceful for 
me.  As a new mother,     
I found it helpful for me 
to take time for myself  
to relax. It was always a 
very relaxing and spiritual 
experience.  Sometimes,  
I try to recreate the 
peace I felt every Tues-
day evening at home by 
curling up with Catholic 
literature and drinking Chamomile tea.  At the Easter Vigil,  
I felt like a child being welcomed into God’s big family in a 
new and life-changing way.  It still hasn’t hit me yet that  
I am a true Catholic and always will be.  It may take time for 
that to sink in, but the Easter Vigil definitely made me realize 
how fortunate I am to have such a great faith community 
who supports my spiritual growth.  Not only that, but I feel 
blessed that I have a husband who is on the same page and 
supports me with  utmost patience and understanding.   
I feel so confident in my Christian faith and in my religion, 
which is something that I have always wanted in my life.   
My daughter will now be able to ask both of her parents 
questions about the Catholic faith, and the journey is just 
beginning! 

Dewayne Olney 
Two and half years ago I experienced a brain aneurysm.  As you can 
tell, I'm still alive.  After my brush with death, I found out that only 
25% survive.  Why me?  After a lot of thought, it had to be a higher 
calling.  I grew up in a catholic home and graduated from Regina.  So, 
the catholic religion was always in my life but never apart of my life.  
 

After all that I was talking to Terry Rassmussen one night and asked 
him if he would go the journey with me and become my sponsor.    
He said, "yes".  Not knowing what to expect, Terry, Fr. Jim, the parish 
family and my extended family in RCIA class made it so easy.  The 
whole experience was the best thing I've ever done.   

I would suggest to anyone that might be on the fence, to sit in on 
some of the classes at first and talk with any of the parish families to 
see what their experiences have been.  You won't regret it. If you still 
don't think it's for you, that's OK too.  I will now and forever be thank-
ful to everyone at St. Mary's with my journey of getting closer to God 
and his teachings.  This experience has made my relationship with my 
wife, my children, and people in general stronger. 

                      God Bless all of you from the bottom of my heart!  Dewayne 
 

There were never any epiphanies associ-
ated with my interest in Catholicism. I just 
felt a strong desire to create unity in my 

marriage in every way that I could.   

After my brush with death, I 
found out that only 25% sur-
vive.  Why me?  After a lot of 
thought, it had to be a higher 



evan·ge·lize   verb \i-ˈvan-jə-ˌlīz\  to share the good news of Jesus Christ 

Lisa Pfannebecker’s  journey into the Catholic Church began with an invitation:   
 

“I was first invited by Theresa Bonnema to participate in a mommy's book club 
through the church. I was happy to have a venue to share my motherly experiences 
and hear other moms' insight, so gladly joined. I was amazed at how warmly I was 
welcomed into the study, especially considering that I had no Catholic background. 
When the group was over, I very much missed our weekly interactions.” 
 

Lisa Pfannebecker 
I was first invited by Theresa 
Bonnema to participate in a 
mommy's book club through 
the church. I was happy to 
have a venue to share my 
motherly experiences and hear 
other moms' insight, so gladly 
joined. I was amazed at how 
warmly I was welcomed into 
the study, especially consider-
ing that I had no Catholic back-
ground. When the group was 
over, I very much missed our 
weekly interactions. 

 

I had been wanting to explore and hopefully join a 
local church at some point, but had never even 
considered St. Mary's since I was raised Protestant 
and not Catholic. However, I felt compelled by God 
to visit Mass. Normally, I would have been hesi-
tant, for fear of being pressured into committing or 
overwhelmed by people in my face or feeling out 
of place since I didn't know the Catholic traditions,  
but I didn't feel any of those feelings. I just felt very 
strongly I wanted to be a part of a group of such 
sincerely warm,  caring, thoughtful, truly Christian people. 
 
After a few visits, I again felt compelled by God to pursue join-
ing the Church. While I felt that I was bypassing my obligatory 

visits to the other two churches in town, I truly felt that would 
be a waste of my time because I knew  exactly what I was  
supposed to do. I spent several weeks deliberating, reading 
and re-reading the section of the   website that talked about 
joining the church, and discussing everything with my parents. 
Finally, I felt there was no denying what was so obvious to me, 
so I emailed Father Jim. 
 
From my initial contact through the end of my RCIA classes 
and Holy Saturday (and still today, of course), I felt a strong, 
holy, soul-encompassing sensation of peace. I think Fr. Jim 
was very instrumental in making me feel welcome, yet not 
overwhelmed. He's a very strong, stable presence and that's 
what I needed. I could not be happier that God led me to St. 
Mary's. I feel that Catholicism answers all of my doubts and 

questions I had as a 
protestant. I feel both 
sects of faith are inter-
twined, so my upbring-
ing lends itself well to 
my new Catholic jour-
ney...but I feel there is 
so much more meaning 
and rooted historical 
context in Catholicism. I 
have been searching for 

Catholicism all my life and I finally found it! I feel I've finally 
found my Church family and so look forward to growing in my 
faith at St. Mary's, as well as raising my beautiful angel, Oliver, 
with strong faith, within our church family. 

I had been wanting to explore 
and hopefully join a local 

church at some point, but had 
never even considered  

St. Mary's since I was raised 
Protestant and not Catholic.  

In virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People 
of God have become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 28:19). 
Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively        
engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly          
experienced God’s saving love does not need much time or 
lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love.  
 
Each of us should find ways to communicate Jesus wherever we 
are. All of us are called to offer others an explicit witness to the 
saving love of the Lord, who despite our imperfections offers us 
his closeness, his word and his strength, and gives meaning to our 
lives. Our falling short of perfection should be no excuse; on the 
contrary, mission is a constant stimulus not to remain mired in 
mediocrity but to continue growing.  
 

It has to do with bringing the Gospel to the people we meet, 
whether they be our neighbors or complete strangers. Being a 
disciple means being constantly ready to bring the love of Jesus 
to others, and this can happen unexpectedly and in any place: on 
the street, in a city square, during work, on a journey. 
 
The first step is personal dialogue, when the other person speaks 
and shares his or her joys, hopes and concerns for loved ones, or 
so many other heartfelt needs. Only afterwards is it possible to 
bring up God’s word, perhaps by a Bible verse or relating a story, 
but always keeping in mind the fundamental message: the per-
sonal love of God who became man, who gave himself up for us, 
who is living and who offers us his salvation and his friendship.     

The Joy of the Gospel     Pope Francis       November, 2013  



Confirmation March 30, 2014 

Bishop Martin Amos’ Confirmation Homily 
 

I imagine all of you have seen those gas stations called “Kom 
and Go.” They invite you to come in and get everything you 
need for the road trip: gas, a hot dog and beverage, they 
even have toys and games, sweatshirts and almost anything 
else you can think of.  They are there to get you on the “go” 
with the hope you still “come” back next time you need 
something for the journey 

 

In the very first chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel two of John the Baptist’s fol-
lowers are about to become Jesus’ 
disciples. They ask Jesus where he 
stays and he says:  Come and see.  
The first step in discipleship is the 
Lord’s invitation to come and see. 
That invitation, to come and see  
Jesus, can come from many different 
people and it is not a one time 
event.   Sadly, not everyone accepts 
the invitation and not everyone 
hears the invitation.  
 

In Jesus’ time, many were invited to come and see: but 
some left, some betrayed him and some found his words 
too hard—eat the flesh of the Son of God and drink his 
blood, take up your cross daily, love your enemies. I hope 

not, but even some of you sitting here today may leave  
because there will be many other voices inviting to you ways 
of life contrary to the Gospel. Those who might leave, I hope 
in the future you will hear the call to “come” On the positive 
side, hopefully, many of you will continue to hear the Lord 
and respond to our Lord’s desire for you to “Come and See.” 
When we respond to his invitation, we become disciples. 
Disciples are life-long learners. We learn what it means to 
follow Jesus. We learn what is the Father’s will for us 
 

We are disciples who journey together with Christ and with 
each other. How often scriptures say:  The disciples gathered 
or Jesus sent two of the disciples.  And disciples  are called to 
invite others to “Come and See.” At the end of Matthew’s 
gospel is the Great Commission from Jesus:  “Go and make 
disciples of all the nations.”  Our invitation can be by publicly 
witnessing to Christ, but most often it is the words we say to 
someone and even more by how we lead our lives 

When you see the gas station Kom and Go, think of disciple-
ship.  Come to Jesus.  Come to the Mass to learn the ways of 
Jesus and to be nourished by him in the Eucharist.   After 
you have been fueled up, Go and proclaim Christ by the way 
you live your life, until you come to Mass the next weekend. 

Front Row:   
Alix Benton, Kassadi  
Hilton, Grace 
McCarty, Emma Pat-
terson, Kylie Holubar, 
Haley Klusner, Auroa 
Christner,  
Grace Henk  
 
Middle Row:  Fr. Jim, 
McKenna Miller,  
Annelyn Brogham-
mer, Jessica Heick, 
Tara Lance, Marcus 
Martin, Cescily Vance,  
Bishop Amos  
 
Back Row:  
Paige Gallagher, Bryce 
Hinkel, Justin Gibbs, 
Austin Dall, Julia  

Jesus, said to them, 
“Come and See.” 

 

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my disciples in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 

'Do not be afraid!' When we go to proclaim Christ, it is he himself who goes before us and 
guides us. When he sent his disciples on mission, he promised: 'I am with you always'  And this 
is also true for us! Jesus does not leave us alone,  he always accompanies you.  Pope Francis 

Come to Jesus.  Come to the Mass       
to learn the ways of Jesus and to be 
nourished by him in the Eucharist.    



Congratulations 2014 Graduates!! 

Pope Francis:  “It is your life that Jesus wants to enter with His word, with His presence. 
Please, let Christ and His word enter your life, blossom and grow. I am sure that you don't want to be duped by 
a false freedom, always at the beck and call of momentary fashions and fads. I know that you are aiming high, 
at long-lasting decisions which will make your lives meaningful. Jesus is capable of letting you do this:  
He is 'the way, and the truth, and the life' (John 14:6). Let's trust in him. Let's make Him our guide!” 

On Sunday, May 18 during the 8:30 Mass, Solon Seniors came together to celebrate Mass together  
before graduation.  They were given a special blessing from F r. Vrba.  We send prayers and blessings  

to them and their families as they move on to an exciting chapter in their lives!   

 

Front Row:  Breanna Thielen, Carissa Siddelll, Anna Seydel, Jesse Wolfe, McKenzie Patrick,  Emily Moore, Owen Steinbrech, Megan 
Jones, Shae Scott  Middle Row:  Nick Melchert, Lucas Wrona, Matt Quinn, Luke Klosterman, Maegan Bruene, Ron Lowenberg, 
Joshua Bender, Matt Ruzicka, Trent Brown Back Row: Jacob Gibbs, Seth Phillips, Ethan Ahern, Libbie Randall, Kyle Hugeback, Syd-

Thanks for your support! 
On May 4, students and families gathered for 
the Steubenville Trip Breakfast fundraiser.   
We were able to raise over $1,300 towards our 
total fundraising goal of $2,700.  We thank all 
the parishioners who were able to support  as 
we continue to raise funds to cover the trans-
portation costs. 



Marriage 

God has a plan for marriage.  He intends it be to some-

thing wonderful.  Marriage is a vocation, a call from God to a 
special path in life.  God created marriage, and God does not 
call us to a life that cannot be successful with his help.  Yet 
there are great challenges today that can threaten a relation-
ship between husbands and wives.   

Together in God’s Love, our program with engaged cou-

ples and their marriage prep. sponsor couple, helps couples 
examine four key components of their marital relationship:  
faith, communication, sexuality and stewardship; to help them 
in those critical moments when their promises to “be faithful 
to you always… all the days of my life” is put to difficult tests. 

 

 

From Our Sponsor Couples…. 

 

Cheryl & David Krob "Cheryl and I sponsored a couple 

recently who, when the process began, only wanted to fulfill 
the basic requirements and have a very simple ceremony.   
After a few weeks of meeting, thanks to the DVD and subse-
quent discussion, they began to realize what Catholic Marriage 
is all about.  By the time we finished they had changed their 
thinking about the Marriage Liturgy and wanted to included 
the entire liturgy in their ceremony.  It was extremely reward-
ing for Cheryl and I to watch their transformation."  

Jan and Scott Johnson  We are created in God's image. 

Husband and wife. Wow! That's awesome. But what does it 
mean? We've had the pleasure of preparing 3 couples for the 
Sacrament of Marriage.  Each couple brought a different set 
of experiences and questions!  We learned much about our 
own marriage.  We shared how God is at the center of our 
marriage and our lives.  Looking back on 25 years of marriage, 
we may not have believed we were ever fully prepared, but 
we recognized that by having God at the center of our lives, 
our marriage is a reflection of His image and a living example 
of the relationship between Jesus Christ and the Church.     
 

Denise & Chris Bruck  Denise and I were very tentative 

entering as marriage preparation ministers.  We were not sure 
if our marriage was “perfect” enough and “Catholic” enough 
to share with young couples to be wed in the Catholic 
church.  We have since finished with our second couple and it 
has been a tremendous experience.  The two couples we spon-
sored are four amazing people with a love for each other and 
faith that inspires Denise and I.  These couples give very prom-
ising hope to marital longevity in a time when that is a minor-
ity.  The interactions allow Denise and I to share the ups and 
downs of our 17yrs of real world marital experiences with 
them.  It encourages us to reflect upon us, our marriage and 
our faith to challenge us to be more caring, open and ener-
getic as a Catholic family.  The experience has been nothing 
but a blessing and a joy to be part of their young lives.    
 

Dean and Carole Martin  Our experience with the mar-

riage prep program has been nothing but positive. All of our 
couples have been unique, but the one common thread is that 
they have all learned something about the Catholic faith, and 
have grown closer to each other through the process.  Could 
they have gotten married without the program- yes, most 
likely. But going through the program gives them a chance to 
talk about pieces of their lives they may not otherwise have 
had the opportunity to share.  The program focuses on the 
beauty of the marriage sacrament, and really has made Dean 
and me appreciate and continue to ask for the God-given 
graces that are available to us through this sacrament.  

Doug & Joanie Thompson  As a marriage prep couple 

I would have to say that Joanie and my experience has been 
very positive.  The couples that we have worked with still after 
many years continue to share 
with us. They are much like 
nieces and nephews and it is 
such fun to see their children 
as they grow.  The best part of 
being a sponsor couple is it 
helps us to stay focused on our 
own marriage.    

 “God calls you to make definitive choices, and he has a plan for each of you: to 
discover that plan and to respond to your vocation is to move forward toward   
personal fulfillment. God calls each of us to be holy, to live his life, but he has a 
particular path for each one of us. Some are called to holiness through family life 
in the sacrament of Marriage. Today, there are those who say that marriage is 
out of fashion. In a culture of relativism, many preach the importance of ‘enjoying’ 
the moment. They say that it is not worth making a life-long commitment, mak-
ing a definitive decision, ‘for ever’, because we do not know what tomorrow will 
bring. I ask you, instead, to be revolutionaries, I ask you to swim against the tide; 
yes, I am asking you to rebel against this culture that sees everything as temporary 
and that ultimately believes you are incapable of responsibility, that believes you 
are incapable of true love. I have confidence in you and I pray for you. Have the 
courage ‘to swim against the tide’. And also have the courage to be happy.”  

Jesus said: “But from the beginning of creation, God made 

them male and female; ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one. So they are no longer two but one flesh.”  



 

 

Financial Peace University Graduates 
Our second session of FPU ended in March with 40 lives 
started on the path to financial peace.  They learned Dave 
Ramsey’s Seven Baby Steps which will allow them to become 
deb free, build wealth and give freely.  St. Mary’s will be 
holding a third sessions (nine weeks) of classes in the fall. 

 
Find the support 
you need to go 

and make a 
difference in your 
marriage, home, 

parish, 
workplace and 

community. 
 

 

Men’s Prayer Group Meets in parish hall—Adult 

Room at 6:30 am every Saturday. Open to all men who want 
to commit themselves to a deeper life of following Christ. 
Come when you can—come once and see if it is for you.   
The only commitment is to set your alarm.  

St. Mary Neighborhood Picnics 
Throughout the summer and fall we will be scheduling      
picnics in various neighborhoods in Solon and outlying areas. 
You will receive a postcard invite if there is one scheduled in 
your area. Take advantage of these opportunities to get to 
know members of your St. Mary’s community that live 

nearby.  We are also looking for people to serve 
as host sites for these picnics.  Picnics are typically 

potluck style. The church will send out invites, provide extra 
tables/chairs if needed, provide lemonade,  tableware and 
other party supplies and help with setup/cleanup. We try to 
make it as simple and easy for you as possible! Please con-
tact Patty Benzing if you are interested in hosting a neighbor-
hood picnic (patty@solonstmary.org or 319-541-4253). 

Fishers of Men 101Fishers of Men 101Fishers of Men 101      

 

St. Mary Knights of Columbus Council 
On February 1, 2014, the Knights held their annual Breakfast 
that benefits the Informed Choices Clinic.  $1400 was       
collected from this event.  In March the proceeds from the 
tootsie roll drive of 2013 were distributed to the following 
charities; Woodward Academy, The Arc of East Central Iowa, 
Miracles in Motion, and the Solon Community School District 
Special Needs.  Additionally, Bill Christiansen became a 
4th degree Knight. In April the Knights  supported the Steu-
benville breakfast.  Nick Satterlee attended the Knight’s 
meeting and discussed Steubenville and answered questions 
pertaining to what the kids and adults get out of going on 
the trip.  The Knights voted to sponsor the cost of the chap-
erones going to Steubenville.  This Summer the Knights will 
be supporting the “Music on Main” event, participate in the 
Solon Beef days parade, and have an appreciation night at 
the ballpark for the altar servers of St. Mary’s church. 

 
 
 

Free Lunch Program Co-Coordinators 
NEEDED: St. Mary’s needs two co-coordinators and 

several volunteers to serve on a free-lunch team. This group 
will plan, prepare, and serve lunch once every other month 
(six times/year) which will provide lunch.  If you are inter-
ested in learning more about this volunteer opportunity, 
contact patty at patty@solonst.mary.org or 541-4253. 

 

The Free Lunch Program provides meals for those in need in    
the Iowa City community Monday-Saturday, year round. The 
program, formerly based out of the Wesley house in Iowa 
City,  is now located at 1105 S. Gilbert Ct.. Over 900 volun-
teers from 35+ organizations form teams that serve meals.  
They currently serve 130-140 people on average each day.  

 
 

Helping Hands St. Mary’s Helping Hands provides 

support to a variety of activities during the year. Receptions 
were held at the Confirmation Mass in March and all three 
First Communion Masses in April.  Thank you to the many 
who donated food for these!  May our youth continue to 
grow in their faith with our love and support. 

 

In June and July, we will be saying farewell to Father Jim as 
he starts a new chapter in his life and welcome Father Tim to 
our parish.  Watch the bulletin for ways you can help with 
these celebrations. 
This fall, we will ask for your support at the Harvest Festival 
Country Store, Bidding Barn, and our annual Holiday Cookie 
Walk.  We have four meetings each year:  March, June, Au-
gust, and November.  Our next meeting will be held Monday, 
June 16th, at 5:30 p.m. in the church library.  All are welcome 
to attend. If you have questions or would like more informa-
tion, please contact Marianne Harney @ 624-2630 or Pat 
Zimmerman @ 337-8296 

mailto:patty@solonstmary.org


Smart Discipline Parent Night 
By Lindsey Carey 
Saturday, April 5th Jim Garnett from Ankeny gave a talk to St. 
Mary’s parents regarding Smart Discipline. The idea behind 
Smart Discipline is to take the emotion out of disciplining, so 
parents do not have to resort to yelling to get your child’s 
attention and your children will listen the first time.   

He taught us about the 3 C’s of discipline which 
are Conduct, Consequences and Charts.   
1. Conduct is when the parents list  everything on paper 

that bugs you about your child (using a separate sheet 
for each child).  Then take five of those issues and sim-
plify them into a short, concise rule and then share the 
list with each child.  Depending on the age of the child, 
you may have to use pictures to describe rule to them.   

2. Consequences is where the parents list out each of the 

important privileges, which has to be something that the 
child really enjoys doing and it needs to be specific.  For 
example, you don’t want to just take away the televi-
sion, you want to take away a specific show that they 
love.  You then choose eight privileges per child and set 
them in order of importance (least to most).  It is highly 
recommended that you watch your child for a week to 
really find out the things your child enjoys the most.   

3. Once you decide on your children’s issues and privileges, 

you make a chart with ten boxes.  The first two boxes 

are blank; in the remaining boxes show a picture or list 
privileges least important to most important.  When 
your child does something wrong, don’t say a word, just 
walk to the chart and put a ‘X’.  The more X’s received, 
the more privileges taken away.  These X’s remain for 
one day and are erased the following day to start over.   

The final part of his talk was a very important reminder to all 
parents to reward the positive character traits that each of 
your children have by watching for those traits and telling 
your child when you recognize them portraying that trait. 
My husband and I have been doing this with our two boys 
ages 6 & 5 for the last month and a half.  We did have some 
difficulties coming up with least eight privileges to take away 
so we settled on five privileges.  It has truly been amazing at 
how well this has worked without yelling.  Typically our boys 
hate getting one ‘X’ on their chart and are very careful the 
rest of the day to avoid getting another one.  They are also 
very quick to remind us to erase their X’s from the previous 
day!  I feel we can enjoy our children so much more now that 
we have taken the emotion out of our disciplining strategy. 

 

Parish Nurse Workshop Parish Nurses from the 

Davenport Diocese met at St. Mary's on June 1st. Parish Nurses 
from the Cedar Rapids area along with representatives from Gene-
sis and Mercy Medical Center were guests at the workshop. Ila 
Mae Hannisch was the guest speaker and reviewed ways to be 
more effective in ministry followed by a sharing  on Parish Nursing. 
 

 

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND  
Christ Our Life Conference  

in Des Moines, September 20 & 21 
Thoughts from Our Parishioners…. 

 

I attended both the 2010 and 2012 and loved every minute of    
being with that  many Catholics in one conference center with the 
same vision. It was motivating. Inspirational and fun.  
 

We went to the Conferences in 2010 and 2012.  We thoroughly 
enjoyed the speakers:  varied, informative, inspiring, and entertain-
ing. The atmosphere was festive yet reverent, with so many people 
together that love Christ. Going the whole weekend was good be-
cause we have busy lives and it takes time to slow, switch focus, 
and let the Holy Spirit in.  Still, it  is  worth it to go for even part of a 
day, especially Saturday.   
 

The speakers at the Christ Our Life conference are the best of the 
best.  Their stories are amazing.  When I hear them, I am inspired 
to live differently -- unafraid, prayerful, gain courage to grow in 
holiness rather than go with the flow in our world 
  
I only attended Sunday's sessions, and I regret I didn't make it to 
the whole thing!  To hear Immaculee speak about her faith and 
how it got her through her terrible ordeal, and to hear Fr. Gaitley 
talk about his call to the priesthood was surreal.  Sometimes we 
take our Catholic faith for granted, but to hear extraordinary peo-
ple share the strength and joy they glean from Catholicism every 
day really made me feel blessed and want to learn more. 

The 2012 “Christ Our Life” Conference was a beautiful, spiritually 
uplifting experience.  I was especially moved by speaker, Im-
maculée Ilibagiza.  Her faith is amazing and inspiring. I look for-
ward to attending the 2014 “Christ Our Life” Conference and 
hearing all the wonderful speakers. 

In May, the social action commission 
sponsored a blood drive which     
collected 18 units of whole blood, 
which will serve 54 patients. We will 
have  another blood drive in the fall. 
Thanks to all who donated or tried 
to donate for this worthy cause.  
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Walking With Purpose  
7 Priorities that make Life Work 
Summer Book Study for Women 

 
Choose a group or form your own: 
 

Mondays @7pm   begins June 16 
Fridays@ 9am     begins June 20 
(childcare provided during Friday’s 
group) 

 
Feel like you are doing so many things 
that you aren’t doing them well?  Un-
cover the key to living a busy life with 
inner calm by identifying key priorities 
and doing first what matters most.   

 
So you can rest in God’s unconditional love, experience new 
hope in your marriage, reach your child’s heart, create clarity in 
a cluttered home, find friendships that go below the surface.  
The abundant and purposeful life we were created to live is just 
around the corner. 

Praying for Our adult  
Sons & Daughters  
Book study for parents & grandparents,  $11 

 

Wednesdays at 8:30am   
begins June 18 
 

No one ever stops being a mom or a 
dad. So when our children become 
adults, we still worry about them—
and want to care for them. One way 
we can still care for them is to lift 
them up in prayer. When we do so, 
God's love for them—and for us—is 
unleashed. We are able to replace 
our concern with a love that comes 
from the heart of God.  
 

Our Father moves mountains of worry and discouragement, 
leaving new refreshment and delight in its place. This book is 
designed for parents who want to pray for their adult sons and 
daughters with the kind of power that makes a real difference 
in matters of the heart.  

Summer Book Studies:  Sign Up Online  www.solonstmary.org 

 TWITTER @PONTIFEX 

 

06/02/2014  At times we can be self-absorbed.  

Lord, help us to open our hearts to others and    to 

serve those who are most vulnerable 

 

05/31/2014  In the difficult moments of life,     Chris-

tians can turn to the Mother of God and   find protec-

tion and care. 

 

05/30/2014  Every Christian can witness to God in the 

workplace, not only with words, but above all with an 

honest life. 

 

05/29/2014  May we 

enter into true 

friendship with  Je-

sus, so that following 

him closely, we may 

live with and for 

him. 


